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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers.
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
» the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

» the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
» the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme,
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

* marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

» marks are not deducted for errors

» marks are not deducted for omissions

« answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate
responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.
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1 This question tests reading assessment objectives R1 to R3 (15 marks)

R1 demonstrate understanding of explicit meanings
R2 demonstrate understanding of implicit meanings and attitudes
R3 analyse, evaluate and develop facts, ideas and opinions

and writing assessment objectives W1 to W4 (5 marks)

WH1 articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and imagined
W2 sequence facts, ideas and opinions

W3 use a range of appropriate vocabulary

W4 use register appropriate to audience and context

You are Mikaela from Passage A. 20

Write your diary entry for the day’s events.

In your diary entry you should include your thoughts and feelings
about:

* what you and Jane did during the morning

* what happened after Jane returned and later that evening

« your relationship with Jane and Niki.

Base your diary entry on what you have read in Passage A, but be
careful to use your own words. Address each of the three bullet points.

Begin the diary entry, ‘Dear Diary,
Today has been quite eventful ...’

Write about 250 to 350 words.

Up to 15 marks are available for the content of your answer, and up to
5 marks for the quality of your writing.

General notes

Candidates should select ideas from the passage and develop them
relevantly, supporting what they write with details from the passage. Look
for an appropriate register for the genre, and a clear and balanced response
which covers the three areas of the question, is well sequenced, and is in
the candidate’s own words.
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1 Responses might use the following ideas:

A1: what you and Jane did during the morning

» Mikaela waited (det. stayed in the house) [dev. seemed to be waiting a
long time, over-joyed when she returned]

» Mikaela watched people (det. drawing stick-people on the window)
[dev. bored, wishes she could socialise, envies their freedom)

» problem operating wheelchair (det. control not working on chair, just
whirred) [dev. frustrated]

» Jane went to the market (det. buying groceries, enjoyed shopping)
[dev. might be distracted by other stalls, hurried back]

» Jane helped Niki on stall (det. busy setting up) [dev. liked him]

» expected visit from doctor (det. cough, tight chest, weak; doctor
coming tomorrow) [dev. recovery]

A2: what happened after Jane returned

» Jane offered to cook (det. potato and onion soup) [dev. enjoys
watching her]

 moved into kitchen (det. chair tilted on back wheels) [dev. felt
involved]

» played cards (det. after eating) [dev. regular pastime]

» chatted about morning at market (det. soap stalls, colourful clothing)
[dev. assault on the senses, possible threat]

* Niki’s visit (det. that evening) [dev. often pops in, pleased to see him,
brought gift for Jane]

A3: your relationship with Jane and Niki

Jane

. family (det. Granddaughter) [dev. appreciates her help, considerate]

. companionship (det. does not take long at the market) [dev. worries
how relationship might change, feels guilty about taking her time]

. practical help (det. shops each week, doctor’s appointment) [dev.
hard work, depends on her]

Niki

. friend (det. asks how she is, sends freshest ingredients) [dev.
concerned about her health]

. does odd jobs (det. tried/offered to repair wheelchair) [dev. grateful]

. emotional support for Jane (det. kind smile) [dev. hopes for their
future, potential romance]
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Marking Criteria for Question 1

Table A, Reading:
Use the following table to give a mark out of 15 for Reading.

Band 1

13-15

The response reveals a thorough reading of the passage. A wide range of
ideas is applied. There is sustained use of supporting detail, which is well
integrated into the response, contributing to a strong sense of purpose and
approach. Developed ideas are well related to the passage. All three bullets
are well covered.

Band 2

10-12

There is evidence of a competent reading of the passage. Some ideas are
developed, but the ability to sustain them may not be consistent. There is
frequent supporting detail. The response answers all three bullets, though
perhaps not equally well.

Band 3

7-9

The passage has been read reasonably well, but the response may not reflect
the range or complexity of ideas in the original. There may be some
mechanical use of the passage. Supporting detail is used occasionally.
Opportunities for development are rarely taken and ideas are simply
expressed. There is uneven focus on the bullets.

Band 4

4-6

Some brief, straightforward reference to the passage is made. There is some
evidence of general understanding of the main ideas, although the response
may be thin or in places lack focus on the passage or the question. One of the
bullets may not be addressed.

Band 5

The response is either very general, with little reference to the passage or the
question, or a reproduction of sections of the original. Content is insubstantial,
or there is little realisation of the need to modify material from the passage.

Band 6

There is very little or no relevance to the question or to the passage, or the
response copies unselectively or directly from the passage.
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Table B, Writing: Structure and order, style of language
Use the following table to give a mark out of 5 for Writing.

Band 1 The language of the response sounds convincing and consistently
appropriate. Ideas are firmly expressed in a wide range of effective and/or
interesting language. Structure and sequence are sound throughout.

Band 2 Language is mostly fluent and there is clarity of expression. There is a
sufficient range of vocabulary to express ideas with subtlety and precision.
The response is mainly well structured and well sequenced.

Band 3 Language is clear but comparatively plain and/or factual, expressing little
opinion. ldeas are rarely extended, but explanations are adequate. Some
sections are quite well sequenced but there may be flaws in structure.

Band 4 There may be some awkwardness of expression and some inconsistency
of style. Language is too limited to express shades of meaning. There is
structural weakness and there may be some copying from the passage.

Band 5 Expression and structure lacks clarity. Language is weak and undeveloped.
There is very little attempt to explain ideas. There may be frequent copying
from the original.

Band 6 The response cannot be understood.
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Re-read the descriptions of: 10

(a) the world outside Mikaela’s window in paragraph 1, beginning
‘Mikaela watched the world pass by ...’

(b) the scene at the market in paragraph 4, beginning ‘Ahead, the
market was beginning to wake up ...’

Select four powerful words or phrases from each paragraph. Your
choices should include imagery. Explain how each word or phrase
selected is used effectively in the context.

Write about 200 to 300 words.

Up to 10 marks are available for the content of your answer.

General notes

This question is marked for the ability to select powerful or unusual words
and for an understanding of ways in which the language is effective. Expect
responses to provide words that carry connotations additional to general
meaning.

Mark holistically for the overall quality of the response, not for the number of
words chosen, bearing in mind that there should be a range of choices to
demonstrate an understanding of how language works for the higher bands,
and that this should include the ability to explain images. It is the quality of
the analysis that attracts marks. Do not take marks off for inaccurate
statements; simply ignore them.

The following notes are a guide to what good responses might say about the
selections. They can make any sensible comment, but only credit those that
are relevant to the correct meanings of the words in the context and that
have some validity. Alternative acceptable explanations should be credited.
Credit comments on effects created by non-vocabulary choices such as
grammar/syntax and punctuation devices. They must be additional to
comments on vocabulary.
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2 (a) The world outside Mikaela’s window

The general effect is to emphasise Mikaela’s feelings of loneliness and
exclusion.

watched the world pass by the window (image): observes people
outside, as if excluded from everyone else on the planet; cinematic
panorama, spectator

liberated pedestrians: free to walk, Mikaela’s desire to be like them/free of
current restrictions

drawn into a current (image): pulled in one direction together, swept along
like a body of water, irresistible force

bags bounced and bounded behind them: bumping along the uneven
ground, leaping up and down, childlike exuberance, excited, animated,
carefree

(in) enthusiastic obedience (image): wheeled shopping bags follow like
pets on a leash, Mikaela’s own wish that she wasn’t restricted.

a sea of movement (image): a large body of people walking purposefully in
the same direction, force, tide, overwhelming numbers that belong to the
world she can’t join and which have left her behind.

imprisoned figure (in the window) (image): no-one raised their

eyes /moved their heads in her direction, do not think about her, abandoned,
captive, character in a fairy-tale

(b) The scene at the market

The general effect is that a visit to the market is an assault to the senses —
exciting and potentially dangerous.

the market was beginning to wake up (image): starting the day, signs of
activity, gaining consciousness

like a large beast (image): huge creature, impressive size of market,
monstrous, dangerous, dragon, mythical

groaning in dismay at being prodded into life (image): mix of low, deep
sounds of the stalls and awnings being erected, hard work, effort, difficulty
elongated body undulating and rippling (image): line of awnings
stretching into the distance, billowing motion, wavelike

fluttering (awnings and canvas covers): quick light movements, winged
creature

(metal trollies) squealed in angry protest (image): high pitched noise of
grinding metal wheels, rebelling, apparent hostility, resistance to work
careered crazily: uncoordinated, fast headlong dash, out of control, chaotic
butted up against the stalls: reached a dead end, come to a final halt
disgorged their contents (image): poured out goods inside, vomiting
slipping and sliding across shiny surfaces: skidding, uncontrolled
movement
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Marking Criteria for Question 2

Table A, Reading: Language analysis:
Use the following table to give a mark out of 10 for Reading.

Band 1

9-10

Wide-ranging and closely-focused discussion of language with some high
quality comments that add associations to words in both parts of the question,
and demonstrate the writer’s reasons for using them. Tackles imagery with
some precision and imagination. There is clear evidence that the candidate
understands how language works.

Band 2

7-8

Explanations are given of appropriately selected words and phrases, and
effects are identified in both parts of the question. Images are recognised as
such and the response goes some way to explaining them. There is some
evidence that the candidate understands how language works.

Band 3

5-6

A satisfactory attempt is made to identify appropriate words and phrases. The
response mostly gives meanings of words and any attempt to suggest and
explain effects is basic, vague or very general. One half of the question may be
better answered than the other.

Band 4

The response provides a mixture of appropriate choices and words that
communicate less well. The response may correctly identify linguistic or literary
devices but not explain why they are used. Explanations of meaning may be
few, general, slight or only partially effective. They may repeat the language of
the original or do not refer to specific words.

Band 5

The choice of words is insufficient or rarely relevant. Any comments are
inappropriate and the response is very thin.

Band 6

The response does not relate to the question. Inappropriate words and phrases
are chosen or none are selected.
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Question Answer Marks

3 Question 3

This question tests reading assessment objectives R1, R2 and R5 (15
marks)

R1 demonstrate understanding of explicit meanings
R2 demonstrate understanding of implicit meanings and attitudes
RS select for specific purposes

and writing assessment objectives W1 to W3 (5 marks)
WH1 articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and imagined

W2 sequence facts, ideas and opinions
W3 use a range of appropriate vocabulary

3(a) Notes 15

According to Passage B, what does this grandfather wish for his
grandchildren in their future lives?

Write your answer using short notes. Write one point per line.

You do not need to use your own words.

Up to 15 marks are available for the content of your answer.

This grandfather’s wishes for his grandchildren in their future lives:
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3(a) Reading content for Question 3(a)

Give 1 mark per point listed below, up to a maximum of 15.

What the grandfather wishes for his grandchildren in their future lives.

tranquillity / calmness / stillness

watch and listen / observe what is around

appreciate technology

embrace what is new / adapt (and change)

reflect / think deeply

judgement / know what is important / ability to discern

fulfilment / wealth of the mind

appreciate what you possess / think yourself lucky / rejoice in good

fortune

9 education (allow example)

10 material wealth

11 (be) broad-minded

12 critical thinking

13 meet different people / learn about different cultures / tolerance (of other
cultures)

14 happiness in relationships (of the heart)

15 show kindness / show respect / never inflict misery

16 make setback(s) a positive learning experience/ learn from negative
experience(s)

17 resilience

18 enjoy youth

ONOO AP WN -

Although lifting of words and phrases from the passage is acceptable,
candidates should show evidence of understanding and selection by clearly
focusing on the key details. Over-lengthy lifting (e.g. of whole sections
containing a number of points) should not be credited. Where errors of
grammar / spelling seriously affect the accuracy of an idea, the point should
not be awarded.
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3(b) (b) Summary 5

Now use your notes from Question 3(a) to write a summary of what
this grandfather wishes for his grandchildren in their future lives,
according to Passage B.

You must use continuous writing (not note form) and use your own
words as far as possible.

Your summary should include all 15 of your points in Question 3(a)
and must be 200 to 250 words.

Up to 5 marks are available for the quality of your answer.

B Quality of Writing: concision, focus and use of own words
Use the following table to give a mark out of 5 for Writing.

Band 1 5 The response is well focused on the passage and the question. All points are
expressed clearly, concisely and fluently, and in the candidate’s own words
(where appropriate) throughout.

Band 2 4 Most points are made clearly and concisely. Own words (where appropriate)
are used consistently. The summary is mostly focused but may have a
redundant introduction or conclusion.

Band 3 3 There are some areas of concision. There may be occasional loss of focus or
clarity. Own words (where appropriate) are used for most of the summary.
Responses may be list-like or not well sequenced.

Band 4 2 The summary is sometimes focused. It may lack some clarity. It may include
comment, repetition, unnecessarily long explanation or lifted phrases.

Band 5 1 The summary is unfocused or wordy. It may be answered in the wrong form
(e.g. narrative, commentary or as notes) or lack clarity. There may be frequent
lifting of phrases and sentences.

Band 6 0 Excessive lifting; no focus. The response cannot be understood or consists
entirely of the words of the passage.
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