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IGCSE English as a Second Language Core tier Reading/Writing (Paper 1)  
This component forms part of the Core tier assessment of IGCSE English as a Second Language and 
tests the following Assessment Objectives: 
 
AO1: Reading 
R1 understand and respond to information presented in a variety of forms 
R2 select and organise material relevant to specific purposes 
R3 recognise, understand and distinguish between facts, ideas and opinions 
 
AO2: Writing 
W1 communicate clearly, accurately and appropriately 
W2 convey information and express opinions effectively 
W3 employ and control a variety of grammatical structures 
W4 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range of appropriate vocabulary 
W5 observe conventions of paragraphing, punctuation and spelling 
W6 employ appropriate register/style 
 
Overview of exercises on Paper 1 
 

  Reading 
objectives 
tested 

Marks for 
reading 
objectives 

Writing 
objectives 
tested 

Marks for 
writing 
objectives 

Total 
available 
marks 

Exercise 1 Reading (1) R1 7  – 7 

Exercise 2 Reading (2) R1 11  – 11 

Exercise 3 Information 
transfer 

R1, R2 10 W1, W5 4 14 

Exercise 4 Note-
making 

R1, R2, R3 7  – 7 

Exercise 5  Summary  – W1, W2, 
W3, W4, 
W5  

5 5 

Exercise 6 Writing (1)  – W1, W2, 
W3, W4, 
W5, W6 

13 13 

Exercise 7  Writing (2)  – W1, W2, 
W3, W4, 
W5, W6 

13 13 

      70 
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Exercise 1: TIME FOR TEA 
 

(a) makes you fully alive. [1] 
 
 
(b) contains less caffeine [1] 
 
 
(c) milk  [1] 
 
 
(d) refreshed/full of energy [1] 
 
 
(e) adding natural/fruity and floral ingredients [1] 
 
 
(f) citrus AND Italy. BOTH NEEDED [1] 
 
 
(g) leaves can be used again and again/produce several cups of tea [1] 
 

    Max total for exercise 1: 7 marks 
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Exercise 2: SLATE AND ROOF SLATES 
 

(a) movement of Earth's crust [1] 
 
 
(b) small variations in the amount of each mineral (element) [1] 
 
 
(c) remove a large section of rock / blast the side of the mountain  [1] 
 
 
(d) electrically-powered machines [1] 
 
 
(e) rectangular  [1] 
 30 centimetres long AND 20 centimetres wide. BOTH NEEDED [1] 
 
 
(f) (slate) cannot be set on fire AND (slate) doesn't conduct electricity. BOTH NEEDED [1] 
 
 
(g) mills and factories were opened / industrial buildings were opened 
 small villages expanded into large towns  
 many new homes were built for workers and their families  
  ANY TWO FROM THREE [2] 
 
 
(h) Germany AND 80 / eighty million tonnes. BOTH NEEDED [1] 
 
 
(i) (National) Slate Museum (of Wales) [1] 

 
    Max total for exercise 2: 11 marks
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Exercise 3: MOUNTJOY ROSES Customer Order Form 
 

 
SECTION A: Customer Details  
 
Full name: Ana Fuentes   
 
Address (including country): Ronda del Litoral 284, Barcelona, Spain   
 
Phone number: 615300679  Email: lyefuentes@tiscali.es   
 
Method of payment:  CIRCLE credit card    
  
Number of cheque or credit card:  4026 8147 2215   
 
 
SECTION B: Details of order and delivery  
 
Type of rose plant required:  TICK climbing   
 
Preferred colour: pink   
 
Do you want our luxury packaging?  DELETE YES   
 
Name and address for delivery:  Mrs (Harriet) Porter 
   35 Broomhill Road, Glasgow, G11 7DT, Scotland   
 
Preferred date of delivery:  12 February 2015/12–02–15   
 
    Max total for Sections A and B: 10 marks 
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SECTION C 
 
In the space below, write one sentence explaining why you wish to send this rose, and one 
sentence giving a reason for your choice of colour. 
 
Sentences must be written from the point of view of Ana. 
 
Sample sentence 1 
 
I want to mark my grandmother’s birthday. 
I want to send my grandmother birthday wishes. 
 
Sample sentence 2  
 
My grandmother’s favourite colour is pink. 
 
 
For each sentence, award up to 2 marks as follows: 
 
2 marks: proper sentence construction; correct spelling, punctuation and grammar; gives the 

information asked for 
 
1 mark:  proper sentence construction; 1–3 errors of punctuation / spelling / grammar 

(without obscuring meaning); gives the information asked for 
 
0 marks: more than 3 errors of punctuation / spelling / grammar; and/or does not give the 

information asked for; and/or not a proper sentence; and/or meaning obscure 
 
Absence of a full stop at the end should be considered as 1 punctuation error. 
Absence of an upper case letter at the beginning should be considered as 1 punctuation error. 
 
Omission of a word in a sentence should be considered as 1 grammar error. 
 
   Max total for exercise 3: 14 marks 
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Exercise 4: VOYAGE TO THE BOTTOM OF THE SEA 
 

What may be viewed at the bottom of the sea (max 2 marks for this heading) 
 
1 gases bubbling up from Earth’s core 
2 wreck of ship/Titanic 
3 (extraordinary) plants/creatures living on sea floor  
 
Conditions at 11 000 metres under water (max 3 marks for this heading) 
 
5 poor visibility (due to lack of light) 
6 water pressure thousand times more (than on the surface) 
7 temperatures just above zero 
 
Features of the circular shaped super-submarine (max 2 marks for this heading)  
 
7 made of special glass/glass more than 10cm thick 
8 all round view 
9 powerful lamps to illuminate  
 
    Max total for exercise 4: 7 marks 
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Exercise 5: Summary 
 

Language: (up to 5 marks) 
 
0 marks: no understanding of the task / no relevant content / meaning completely obscure 

due to serious language inaccuracies 
 
1 mark:  copying without discrimination from text / multiple language inaccuracies  
 
2 marks: heavy reliance on language from the text with no attempt to organise and sequence 

points cohesively / limited language expression making meaning at times unclear 
 
3 marks: some reliance on language from the text, but with an attempt to organise and 

sequence points cohesively / language satisfactory, but with some inaccuracies 
 
4 marks: good attempt to use own words and to organise and sequence points cohesively / 

generally good control of language 
 
5 marks: good, concise summary style / very good attempt to use own words and to organise 

and sequence points cohesively  
 
   Max total for exercise 5: 5 marks  
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Exercise 6: COUSIN’S WEDDING 
 
 
Exercise 7: INFLUENCE ON 16- TO 18-YEAR-OLDS 
 

The following general instructions, and table of marking criteria, apply to both exercises.  
 

• Award the answer a mark for content (C) [out of 7] and a mark for language (L) [out of 6] in 
accordance with the General Criteria table that follows.  

 

• Content covers relevance (i.e. whether the piece fulfils the task and the awareness of 
purpose/audience/register) and the development of ideas (i.e. the detail/explanation 
provided and how enjoyable it is to read). 

 

• Language covers style (i.e. complexity of vocabulary and sentence structure) and accuracy 
(of grammar, spelling, punctuation and use of paragraphs). 

 

• When deciding on a mark for content or language, first of all decide which mark band is most 
appropriate. There will not necessarily be an exact fit. Then decide between 2 marks within 
that mark band. Use the lower mark if it only just makes it into the band and the upper mark if 
it fulfils all the requirements of the band but doesn’t quite make it into the band above.  

 

• When deciding on a mark for content, look at both relevance and development of ideas. 
First ask yourself whether the writing fulfils the task, in terms of points to be covered and the 
length. If it does, it will be in at least the 4–5 mark band. 

 

• When deciding on a mark for language, look at both the style and the accuracy of the 
language. A useful starting point would be first to determine whether errors intrude. If they do 
not, it will be in at least the 4–5 mark band. 

 

• The use of paragraphs should not be the primary basis of deciding which mark band the 
work is in. Look first at the language used and once you have decided on the appropriate 
mark band, you can use the paragraphing as a factor in helping you to decide whether the 
work warrants the upper or lower mark in the mark band. 

 

• If the essay is considerably shorter than the stated word length, it should be put in mark 
band 2–3 for content or lower for not fulfilling the task. The language mark is likely to be 
affected and is unlikely to be more than one band higher than the content mark. 

 

• If the essay is totally irrelevant and has nothing to do with the question asked, it should be 
given 0 marks for Content and Language, even if it is enjoyable to read and fluent. 

 

• If the essay is partly relevant and therefore in mark band 2–3, the full range of marks for 
language is available.  
   

 
   Max total for exercise 6: 13 marks 
 
   Max total for exercise 7: 13 marks 
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GENERAL CRITERIA FOR MARKING EXERCISES 6 and 7 (Core tier) 
 

Mark 
band 

CONTENT: relevance and 
development of ideas 

(AO: W1, W2, W6) 

Mark 
band 

LANGUAGE: style and accuracy 
(AO: W1, W3, W4, W5) 

6–7 Effective: 
 
Relevance:  
Fulfils the task, with appropriate 
register and a good sense of purpose 
and audience.  
Award 7 marks. 
 
Fulfils the task, with appropriate 
register and some sense of purpose 
and audience.  
Award 6 marks. 
 
Development of ideas:  
Ideas are developed at appropriate 
length. Engages reader’s interest. 

6 Competent: 
 
Style:  
Sentences show some style and 
ambitious language. However, there may 
be some awkwardness making reading 
less enjoyable.  
Award 6 marks. 
 
Accuracy:  
Generally accurate with frustrating errors. 
Appropriate use of paragraphing.  
Award 6 marks. 

4–5 Largely relevant: 
 
Relevance:  
Fulfils the task. A satisfactory attempt 
has been made to address the topic, 
but there may be digressions.  
Award 5 marks. 
 
Does not quite fulfil the task although 
there are some positive qualities. There 
may be digressions.  
Award 4 marks. 
 
Development of ideas:  
Material is satisfactorily developed at 
appropriate length. 

4–5  Satisfactory: 
 
Style:  
Mainly simple structures and vocabulary 
but sometimes attempting a wider range 
of language.  
Award 5 marks. 
 
Mainly simple structures and vocabulary. 
Award 4 marks. 
 
Accuracy:  
Meaning is clear and of a safe standard. 
Grammatical errors occur when 
attempting more ambitious language. 
Paragraphs are used, showing some 
coherence.  
Award 5 marks. 
 
Meaning is generally clear. Simple 
structures are usually sound. Errors do 
not interfere with communication. 
Paragraphs are used but without 
coherence or unity.  
Award 4 marks. 
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2–3 Partly relevant: 
 
Relevance:  
Partly relevant and some engagement 
with the task. Inappropriate register, 
showing insufficient awareness of 
purpose and / or audience.  
Award 3 marks. 
 
Partly relevant and limited engagement 
with the task. Inappropriate register, 
showing insufficient awareness of 
purpose and / or audience.  
Award 2 marks. 
 
Development of ideas:  
Supplies some detail but the effect is 
incomplete and repetitive. 

2–3 Errors intrude: 
 
Style:  
Simple structures and vocabulary. 
 
Accuracy:  
Meaning is sometimes in doubt. Frequent 
errors do not seriously impair 
communication.  
Award 3 marks. 
 
Meaning is often in doubt. Frequent, 
distracting errors which slow down 
reading.  
Award 2 marks. 

0–1 Little relevance: 
 
Very limited engagement with task, but 
this is mostly hidden by density of error. 
Award 1 mark. 
 
No engagement with the task or any 
engagement with task is completely 
hidden by density of error.  
Award 0 marks.  
 
If essay is completely irrelevant, no 
mark can be given for language. 

0–1 Hard to understand: 
 
Multiple types of error in grammar / 
spelling / word usage / punctuation 
throughout, which mostly make it difficult 
to understand. Occasionally, sense can 
be deciphered.  
Award 1 mark. 
 
Density of error completely obscures 
meaning. Whole sections impossible to 
recognise as pieces of English writing. 
Award 0 marks. 

 
 


