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Questions 1–4 
 

Question Answers Marks 

1 (a) special tyres 1 

 (b) heavy 1 

2 (a) (beautiful) scenery 1 

 (b) job / work 1 

3 (a) (original / burial) mask 1 

 (b) gold(en) 1 

4 (a) loss of power /  
no power /  
lost power 

1 

 (b) in 10 minutes /  
in 10 min  

1 

    [Total: 8] 
 
 
Question 5: Stanley the quiz setter 
 

Question Answers Marks 

5 (i) (the) fun / prizes  1 

 (ii) famous people 1 

 (iii) teenagers 1 

 (iv) music 1 

 (v) exotic fruit(s) / (delicious) treats 1 

 (vi) cruise (ship) 1 

 (vii) web(site) designer 1 

 (viii) the world 1 

    [Total: 8] 
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Question 6: People talking about travelling 
 

Question Answers Marks 

Speaker 1 A 1 

Speaker 2 B  1 

Speaker 3 G  1 

Speaker 4 F  1 

Speaker 5 E  1 

Speaker 6 D  1 

    [Total: 6] 
 
 
Question 7: Heather the radio presenter 
 

Question Answers Marks 

(a) A 1 

(b) C 1 

(c) C 1 

(d) B 1 

(e) B 1 

(f) A 1 

(g) A 1 

(h) B 1 

    [Total: 8] 
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TRANSCRIPT 
IGCSE English as a Second Language 

0510/32 Listening Core 
June 2015 

 
 
TRACK 1 
R1  Cambridge International Examinations 
 
  International General Certificate of Secondary Education 
 
 June examination series 2015 
 
  English as a Second Language 
 

Core tier – Listening Comprehension 
 
Welcome to the exam. 
 
In a moment, your teacher is going to give out the question papers. When you get your 
paper, fill in your name, Centre number and candidate number on the front page. Do not 
talk to anyone during the exam. 
 
If you would like the recording to be louder or quieter, tell your teacher NOW. The 
recording will not be stopped while you are doing the exam. 
 
Teacher: please give out the question papers, and when all the candidates are ready to 
start the test, please turn the recording back on. 
 
[BEEP] 

 
 
TRACK 2 
 
R1 Now you are all ready, here is the exam. 
 
Questions 1–4 
 
You will hear four short recordings. Answer each question on the line provided. Write no more 
than three words for each detail. 
 
You will hear each recording twice. 
 
Pause 00’05’’ 
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R1 Question 1 
 
 (a)  What does Rakesh like best about his new bike?   
 
 (b)  What is the main disadvantage of the bike?  
 
  V1 I like your new bike, Rakesh.  
 
  V2 Yes, look. It’s got special tyres for mountain biking. That’s what I was looking for. It’s also 

got these high tech lights, which are useful but I very rarely cycle at night.  
 
  V1 It sounds perfect.  
 
  V2 Well, it’s a bit heavy, and it was expensive, but well worth it. Would you like to have a 

go?  
 

Pause 00’10” 
Repeat from * to ** 
Pause 00’05” 
 

 
 
R1 Question 2  
 
 (a)  What attracts the woman’s family most about New Zealand?  
 
 (b) Why is Marian staying in England? 
  
 
  V1 Why do you want to live in New Zealand? Your family is very settled here.  
 
  V2 We’ve always liked the idea of living in Australia or New Zealand. But when we started to 

look into it more closely, New Zealand was the winner.  
 
  V1 But why New Zealand?  
 
  V2 Well, after going there on holiday we all liked the idea of exploring a new culture. But it 

was the beautiful scenery that made our minds up. And we all like water sports.  
 
  V1 What about your daughter? Is she going with you?  
 
  V2 Marian loves New Zealand and she’s a keen surfer. She loves her job here though, 

that’s why she’s found a lovely new flat to rent. She says she’ll come over to visit next 
year.  

 
Pause 00’10” 
Repeat from * to ** 
Pause 00’05” 
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R1 Question 3 
 
 (a) What unusual item does the Tutankhamen exhibition have on display?  
 
 (b) What colour is the tour guide’s favourite scarab beetle?  
 
  V1 Welcome to the Tutankhamen exhibition. Thanks to the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, we 

have the original burial mask, and it’s very rare for this to be removed from its resting place. 
All the scarab beetles in the glass case were found near Tutankhamen’s body. In ancient 
Egypt these represented re-birth. Look at that lovely bronze beetle. The gold one with the 
long legs really grabbed my attention though. I love this one.  

 
Pause 00’10” 
Repeat from * to ** 
Pause 00’05” 

 
 
R1 Question 4 
 
 (a) What is the problem with the train in front?  
 
 (b) When will the next announcement be made?   
 
 
  V1 We’d like to inform all underground passengers using this line that the next train will be 

delayed. The train ahead is stuck in the tunnel because it has lost power. No more trains 
can arrive until that train moves down the line. A team of engineers is working on the 
problem and we’re expecting a 20 minute delay. We apologise for any inconvenience 
caused. Passengers already on the train please do not be alarmed as the lights will be 
switched off in 5 minutes and they will be off for as short a time as possible. We’ll have 
more details for you in 10 minutes. Many thanks for your patience.  

  
Pause 00’10” 
Repeat from * to ** 
Pause 00’05” 

 
R1 That is the end of the four short recordings. In a moment you will hear Question 5. Now 
look at the questions for this part of the exam. 
 
Pause 00’20” 
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TRACK 3 
 

R1 Question 5 
 

You will hear a talk given by a man called Stanley Chung with an unusual hobby. Listen to the 
talk and complete the details below. Write one or two words or a number in each gap. 
 

You will hear the talk twice.  
 
 V1 Good morning everyone. Thank you for coming along this evening to find out more about 

how to become a writer of quizzes like me. You’ll get to meet lots of really interesting people, 
and pick up all kinds of interesting facts and figures.  

 

 You’d be surprised how many people and organisations request quizzes. Lots of people 
enjoy taking part in quizzes, where they compete in teams to win prizes. Usually they just do 
it for the fun of it, but sometimes they raise money for charity. People often get together after 
work and compete in teams at local venues just for fun. Other quizzes are more serious, 
where teams focus on specialist topics, and prepare weeks ahead in the hope of beating the 
opposition.  

 

 Most quizzes ask questions on general knowledge and I find those relatively easy to compile. 
These include topics such as sport, music and history. People really enjoy the picture round 
where they have to identify famous people.  

 

 I’ve been interested in quizzes for a long time now, ever since I was young. In those days, I 
used to set them mainly for teenagers but nowadays they are much more popular with adults 
who remember taking part in quizzes when they were children.  

 

 The quiz I’m working on at the moment is for doctors, which is very different from the one 
before which was all about music. It’s a new subject area for me, so I’ll need to do some 
research. In the past I’ve written them on world explorers and geography, which required a 
lot of reading on my part.  

 

 Occasionally, a quiz evening can end quite unexpectedly. For example, I was asked to 
organise a quiz for some people really interested in food. I was packing up to leave when the 
doors opened and in came a team of people carrying trays of delicious treats. Not cakes or 
sandwiches, but different kinds of exotic fruit I’d read about but never tasted. Wonderful! 

 

 Another bonus is that I often get invited to unusual places by the people hosting a quiz 
evening. Last month I gave a quiz on an open topped tourist bus, and next week I’ll be on a 
cruise ship which will be docked here for 3 days. The quiz evening is part of the 
entertainment programme and my quiz will be based on the passengers’ voyage. I can’t wait 
– it should be great fun! 

 

 And as for the future? Well, I’ve been approached by a manufacturer of games to see if I’d 
be interested in devising quiz games for their website. Not something I’ve done before, but 
fortunately they’ve suggested I get together with one of their web designers who will help me. 
I’m rather nervous about the prospect, but I’m going to give it a try – and, who knows, if it’s 
successful, people all over the world could be enjoying my quizzes. 

  
Pause 00’30” 
 

R1 Now you will hear the talk again. 
 

Repeat from * to ** 
Pause 00’30” 
 

That is the end of the talk. In a moment you will hear question 6. Now look at the questions 
for this part of the exam. 
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TRACK 4 
 
R1 Question 6  
 
You will hear six people talking about travelling. For each of speakers 1 to 6, choose from the 
list A to G, which opinion each speaker expresses. Write the letter in the box. Use each letter 
only once. There is one extra letter which you do not need to use. 
 
R1  *Speaker 1 
 
 V1 I enjoy travelling by sea because when I was young, my family had a boat and we used to do 

a lot of sailing in the summer holidays. These days my job involves working abroad so 
getting to my destination quickly by air is very important. I used to get nervous, but now I 
enjoy the chance to have a rest before my business meetings. Some of my colleagues prefer 
not to use public transport as it’s so crowded and will only go to places they can get to by 
car. 

 
R1 Speaker 2 
 
 V2 I used to travel to work by bus and I really enjoyed it as I saw the same people every day and 

we chatted regularly. The service was very reliable and not too expensive. To be honest, I’ve 
never been a big fan of train travel, but there’s so much traffic nowadays, it’s more 
convenient to catch the train to avoid the traffic jams. Ideally, I’d love to walk to work every 
day, but I can’t see that happening any time soon.  

 
R1 Speaker 3 
 
 V3 I’ve recently retired from working on cargo ships and we used to travel round the world so I 

spent most of my working life on board a ship. It was a great opportunity to visit lots of 
different countries which I wouldn’t have been able to see otherwise. I grew up on a farm and 
now I have more free time and money so I can pursue my childhood passion for horses. I’m 
really lucky as I can walk to the stables, which are just round the corner from my house.  

 
R1 Speaker 4 
  
 V4 My ambition is to work as a flight attendant as I like flying and I applied to an airline this year, 

but didn’t get in. So, at the moment I’m working on a cruise ship. We work long hours, but the 
social life is good and I discovered that I enjoy life at sea. I organise sporting activities for the 
passengers. And walking around the deck you get wonderful views. I don’t regret this new 
career because I think this is a brilliant way to see the world. 

  
R1 Speaker 5 
 
 V5 As a college student, I could use the free bus service, which is very convenient, and most of 

my friends use it. I must say, keeping fit is important to me at the moment though, so I make 
an effort to go on foot whenever I can. Even if it means getting very wet at times. My mother 
offers to take me in her car, but I’m determined to stick to my exercise plan. It gives me a 
good chance to get some fresh air before sitting in the classroom all day listening to the 
teachers.  
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R1 Speaker 6 
 
 V6 As a businesswoman, it’s important for me to be able to travel round the country to meet up 

with my different managers. People are always telling me the train is great because it’s easy 
to work while you’re travelling. I have a sports car so I prefer to be independent and not rely 
on public transport as being on time is essential in my position. This job can be very hectic so 
at weekends, I make sure that I take time out to go walking if the weather’s good.**  

 
Pause 00’20” 
 
R1 Now you will hear the six speakers again. 
 
Repeat from * to ** 
Pause 00’30” 
 
R1  That is the end of Question 6. In a moment you will hear Question 7. Now look at the 
questions for this part of the exam. 
 
Pause 00’25” 

 
  
TRACK 5 
 
R1 Question 7  
 
You will hear an interview with a radio presenter called Heather, talking about her job. Listen 
to the interview and look at the questions. For each question choose the correct answer, A, B 
or C and put a tick (√) in the appropriate box. 
 
You will hear the interview twice.  
 
 V1 Hi Heather. How long have you worked here at the radio station as a presenter?  
 
 V2 I’ve been employed full-time here for 6 years, but I also worked part-time before that for 3 

years. So I’ve been involved with the station for 9 years now. 
 
 V1 What did you study at university that led into radio work?  
 
 V2 My father wanted me to study Law. I was more interested in politics, so that’s what I studied 

at first. Part way through my second term I changed to journalism.  
 
 V1 Tell us more about your early work at the radio station, Heather. 
 
 V2 In the first few months, I was sent out to do live broadcasts about how the weather was 

affecting people in the local area. There was some local flooding at the time and many 
people were affected and had to be rescued from their homes by boat. I wasn’t too anxious 
because everything was so well-organised. I didn’t get much sleep so I was really worn out at 
the end of two or three days. But for the rescuers, it was very satisfying to help the people 
and I was very reassured to see them reach dry land safely with their furniture and 
possessions. I even saw a piano being carried in a boat.  
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 V1 Have you ever had any opportunity to work abroad? 
 
 V2 Yes, on several occasions. I was sent to India last year to Kerala to interview some local 

people about a charity project to build a new school. I had the opportunity to interview some 
of the local people, who showed me around the clinic that the same charity had built a couple 
of years before. I hope to go next year if the charity can raise enough money to build a new 
library.  

 
 V1 You must have met some very interesting people over the years.  
 
 V2 Yes, I have actually. I’d better not mention any names, but I interviewed a very famous pop 

star – someone I really admired. She arrived really late for the interview and refused to take 
her sunglasses off which made it difficult to interview her. Recently, I also interviewed a 
famous tennis player who always appears rather quiet and shy in public, but in the studio she 
was really friendly and outgoing and we had a great time. In a couple of weeks I’m going to 
interview a top fashion model and that should be wonderful as I love her style.  

 
 V1 Do you like doing phone-in programmes? 
 
 V2 Well, they can be interesting depending on who phones in. It can get very tense occasionally 

because these programmes have no script and we might be taking a chance because we 
never know who’s going to call and how they’ll react. More often than not, we get really 
tedious people who want to go on for too long and that can become an issue.  

 
 V1  If someone wants to work in radio, what advice would you give them? 
 
 V2 When I started out, I was told I should get some voluntary work experience, but these days 

there’s very little need as radio stations give good training on the job. One thing I never 
imagined was how important it is to work on the way you speak and to sound natural when 
using a microphone. Some people suggest interviewing your friends but it’s not the same as 
being in a real studio. 

 
 V1 What’s the best part of your job, Heather? 
 
 V2 Well, I didn’t go into this career expecting a lot of money, although some top presenters earn 

huge amounts. I often meet celebrities, which is exciting, and they frequently give me tickets 
to their concerts, which is what makes the job really worthwhile.  

 
 V1 So, Heather, what would you say was your proudest moment as a presenter? 
 
 V2 Well… I was really surprised when I won the prize for Young Presenter of the Year. And my 

family were delighted. Last year I finished my first novel and I’m hoping to find a publisher – 
and that would be brilliant but it’s a very competitive world. Looking back, it sounds really 
dull, but being offered a full-time contract has been the high point of my career so far.  

 
 V1 Well, good luck and thank you very much for finding time to answer my questions…  
 

Pause 00’20” 
R1 Now you will hear the interview again. 
 
Repeat from * to ** 
Pause 00’30” 
 
R1 That is the end of Question 7, and of the test. 
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In a moment your teacher will collect your papers. Please check that you have written your 
name, Centre number and candidate number on the front of your question paper. 
Remember, you must not talk until all the papers have been collected. 
 
Pause 00’10” 
 
R1 Teacher, please collect all the papers.  


