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Exercise 1 
 
Read the following information from a tourist guide book, and then answer the questions on the 
opposite page. 
 

Travelling in EgyptTravelling in Egypt
Museum of Art
Badr is a very expressive artist who 
paints and sculpts works of village 
people in everyday life. His distinctive 
style has won him foreign admirers and 
he has had successful exhibitions 
throughout Europe as well as in Cairo. 
His museum is the showpiece of the 
town of Al Farafra and you should be 
sure to go there. His most recent 
addition to the museum is a desert 
garden.

Well Number Six
A popular stop on most itineraries is 
Well Number Six, a sulphurous hot 
spring just six kilometres from Al 
Farafra. Hot water gushes from a pipe 
into a small concrete pool. This is a 
great place for a night time soak 
under the stars and you can also camp 
there. However, a hotel is under 
construction on the nearby hill and 
camping may soon no longer be possible.

Roman Spring
This Roman spring, known as Ain 
Bishoi, bubbles forth on a small hill to 
the north west of the Al Farafra 
Tourist Rest House. The area has 
been developed into a grove of date 
palms together with citrus, olives, 
apricots and carob trees, and is a cool 
place in the middle of the dry 

landscape. Several families look after 
the crops here so you should seek 
someone out and ask permission 
before wandering around.

White Desert
The White Desert is a region of 
blinding white rock formations 
shaped by wind erosion. As you 
approach the rocks they take on 

strange forms; you can make out 
ostriches, camels, hawks and other unusual 
shapes. They are best viewed at sunrise or 
sunset, when the sun turns the chalk from 
white to pink and orange, or under a full 
moon, which gives the landscape a 

ghostly appearance.

About twenty kilometres from Al 
Farafra you can see the first rock 

formations on the south side of the 
road. There is a bus service which will take 
you as far as the small rock formations. If 
you have your own transport, you can 

drive a regular vehicle for the first 
kilometre or so off the road but only a 
four-wheel-drive vehicle if you want 
to advance deeper into the area. 
Some travellers leave the bus and 

walk off into the desert to explore. This 
is not advisable, but if you do so, be sure 
to take adequate supplies with you, and 
remember that traffic either way is not 
very heavy.
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 (a) What is worth visiting in the town of Al Farafra? 

 [1] 

 
 
 (b) What can you do at Well Number Six? Give two details. 

 

 [1] 

 
 
 (c) Why might it not be possible for travellers to camp near the hot spring in the future? 

 [1] 

 
 
 (d) What can be found north west of the Al Farafra Tourist Rest House? 

 [1] 

 
 
 (e) Why should you get permission before walking amongst the trees at Ain Bishoi? 

 [1] 

 
 
 (f) What is the ideal time to look at the rock formations of the White Desert? Give two 

details. 

 [1] 

 
 
 (g) What is unusual about the rock formations in the White Desert? Give two details. 

  

 [1] 

 
 (h) What vehicle should you travel in if you want to go deep into the White Desert? 

 [1] 

 
    [Total: 8] 
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Exercise 2 
 
Read the following article about how human activity is threatening the natural world, and then answer 
the questions on the opposite page. 
 

Huma ns ha ve  mo re  tha n do ub le d  in numb e r in ha lf a  c e ntury a nd  tha t is why the re  is 

le ss ro o m fo r o the r spe c ie s. Pe o p le  a re  ta king  o the r spe c ie s’  living  spa c e  to  g ro w the ir 

fo o d  a nd  ta king  o the r spe c ie s’  fo o d  to  fe e d  the mse lve s. Pe o p le  a re  e xp lo iting  na ture , 

tra d ing  in it a nd  sq ue e zing  it to  the  e d g e  o f e xiste nc e  a nd  b e yo nd . Ofte n the  c ho ic e  

is ha rd : sho uld  mo ne y b e  spe nt o n sa ving  spe c ie s o r o n fe e d ing  pe o p le ?

Re c e ntly the  Wo rld  Co nse rva tio n Unio n sa id  tha t mo re  tha n 12,000 spe c ie s fa c e d  the  

risk o f e xtinc tio n. This inc lud e s o ne  b ird  in e ig ht, 13% o f the  wo rld ’ s flo we ring  p la nts a nd  

25% o f a ll ma mma ls. 

Tre e s he lp  huma ns b y a b so rb ing  c a rb o n d io xide ; this is the  ma in g re e nho use  g a s 

g ive n o ff b y huma n a c tivity. Ma ny o the r spe c ie s he lp  ke e p  huma ns a live . The y purify 

wa te r, fix nitro g e n, re c yc le  nutrie nts a nd  wa ste , a nd  po llina te  c ro ps. Pla nts a nd  

b a c te ria  c a rry o ut pho to synthe sis, whic h pro duc e s the  o xyg e n we  b re a the .

Tro p ic a l c o ne  sna ils c o nta in to xins whic h ma y we ll b e  a b le  to  tre a t so me  fo rms o f 

c a nc e r a nd  he a rt pro b le ms. One  to xin ma y b e  a  tho usa nd  time s mo re  po we rful fo r pa in 

re lie f tha n the  drug  mo rphine . But millio ns o f c o ne  sna ils a re  no w kille d  a nnua lly fo r the ir 

she lls a nd  the ir ha b ita ts a re  unde r thre a t. Mo st c o nse rva tio n e ffo rt a ims a t pro te c ting  

b irds a nd  ma mma ls, c re a ture s like  the  pa nda . Ye t it c o uld  b e  sa id  tha t little  spe c ie s a re  

just a s impo rta nt, like  so il mic ro b e s, fo r e xa mple . The y’ re  the  le a st kno wn spe c ie s o f a ll.

Na ture  ha s its o wn de sig n a nd  huma n b e ing s sho uld  re spe c t this. In the  Ama zo n 

Ra info re st, fo r e xa mple , b ra zil nuts g ro w e xtre me ly we ll b ut a n e xpe rime nt to  pro duc e  

the m in p la nta tio ns fa ile d  b e c a use  the  tre e s o nly pro duc e  a  g o o d  c ro p  in the  fo re st. 

Ta ke  the m o ut o f the  fo re st a nd  the y will no t pro duc e  nuts. Eve n wo rse , pe o p le  a re  no t 

just re mo ving  ind ividua l spe c ie s fro m the  re g io n, the y a re  de stro ying  the  e ntire  fo re st. 

Re se a rc he rs e stima te  tha t b y 2020 le ss tha n 5% o f it will re ma in unto uc he d . By the  

sa me  da te  it is tho ug ht tha t a b o ut 20% o f c e ntra l Afric a ’ s fo re sts will ha ve  g o ne , a nd  

the  fo re sts o f Indo ne sia  a re  a lso  d isa ppe a ring  fa st.

So me  spe c ie s a re  no t d isa ppe a ring . In 1953 the re  we re  a b o ut 2.5 b illio n huma n 

b e ing s, no w the re  a re  mo re  tha n 6 b illio n. Ho we ve r, huma ns must re a lise  tha t

e nsuring  o the r spe c ie s ke e p  the ir living  spa c e  is e sse ntia l; it is the  o nly wa y

tha t we  to o  will e nsure  surviva l.
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 (a) What is the main reason why other species are under threat of extinction? 

 [1] 

 
 (b) What could money be spent on? Give two options. 

 

 [1] 

 
 (c) What do plants and trees do that is essential to human life? Give two details. 

 

 [2] 

 
 (d) Why might it be impossible to use cone snails to treat cancer patients? Give two 

reasons. 

 

 [2] 

 
 (e) According to the diagram, in which country are there 400 endangered species? 

 [1] 

 
 (f) Why were no brazil nuts produced on plantations? 

 [1] 

 
 (g) How much of the Amazon Rainforest will still be unaffected by human activity in 2020? 

 [1] 

 
 (h) What evidence is there that at present humans are not facing extinction? 

 [1] 

 
 (i) Give four examples of what humans could do to stop exploiting other species. 

 
    [Total: 14] 
 

 

 

 

 [4] 
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Exercise 3 
 
Pedro Silva is a fifteen-year-old pupil at the Seaview International School in Shenyang, China. Pedro 
has been at the school for only six months. His parents, Juan and Izabel Silva, work for an 
international company that has recently opened an office in Shenyang and they have been transferred 
there.  
 
The family is quite used to moving around but this move has probably been the most exciting one so 
far. Pedro and his sister, Ana, really enjoy their new school, which is very modern with excellent 
facilities. When they were in Brazil, the family lived very close to the children’s school. It was only two 
kilometres away and they used to walk to school every day. The family now lives at the Crystal 
Apartments, number 46, Beizhan Road, in the Shen He District, which is fifteen kilometres away from 
school. Mr and Mrs Silva were very worried about how their children were going to get to school, so 
for the first three weeks they took Pedro and Ana by car. However, this was extremely difficult 
because they had to make sure that the children arrived at school by 8.15, and this was making them 
late for work. 
 
The family discussed how to resolve the problem of getting the children to school. Pedro was quite 
keen to cycle but his mother would not allow that because she was concerned about the heavy traffic 
on the roads. The family then considered the possibility of the children travelling by bus or train. The 
train was quite expensive and there was only one train per hour going in the direction they needed. 
The buses were the cheapest option, apart from cycling, and more frequent. Going by bus seemed to 
be the best solution. The bus route would take them on a very fast road and so the journey would be 
only 25 minutes, and get them to school at 8.05. They would then have ten minutes to spare before 
the start of school. The return journey was also very convenient; there was a bus they could catch 
very easily after leaving school at 4.10. The buses were modern and extremely comfortable and so 
everyone was satisfied with the decision. 
 
Mr and Mrs Silva were a little anxious about Ana travelling such a long distance, but they were 
confident that Pedro would take good care of her. Mrs Silva gave Pedro a mobile phone so that she 
could contact her son at any time on 13808 488165. 
 
The children now enjoy their journey to school. There are other Seaview pupils on the bus and so 
they have the opportunity to talk with their friends. Pedro always has his MP3 player with him so that 
he can listen to music. The views from the bus are also fascinating. Ana prefers to read on the bus, or 
sometimes she does some homework. 
 
Pedro’s school is carrying out a survey about how pupils travel to school.  
 
Imagine you are Pedro. Fill in the survey form on the opposite page, using the information 
above. 
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Seaview International School – Pupil Travel Survey

SECTION A

Pupil’s name: ............................................................................................................................................................

Age (please circle):            11-13            14-16            17-19

Mobile / cell telephone number (if applicable): ...........................................................................................

Parent(s) name(s): ...................................................................................................................................................

Home address: .........................................................................................................................................................

Number of brothers / sisters: ..............................................................................................................................

SECTION B

How far is your home from school? (please tick)

                               Less than 1 kilometre                                6-10 kilometres

                               1-5 kilometres                                              More than 10 kilometres

How long does your journey from home to school usually take? (please tick)

                               Less than 15 minutes                                31-60 minutes

                               15-30 minutes                                             More than one hour

How do you travel to school? (please circle)

               Bus               Car               Cycle               Train               Walk

Is the way you travel to school the cheapest option available? (please delete) YES/NO

What time do you usually arrive at school? (please circle)

before 7.00               between 7.00 and 8.00               between 8.00 and 9.00

Do you travel to school with another person? (please tick)

                    Yes, always                    Sometimes                    No, never

SECTION C

In the space below, write one sentence of between 12 and 20 words, explaining how you 

spend the time during the journey to school.

........................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................
 

 
    [Total: 8] 
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Exercise 4 
 
Read the following speech to parents about children and music, and then complete the notes on the 
opposite page. 
 

Whether it’s dancing around the living room on a rainy day or singing along to the radio, school-age 
children love listening to, and participating in, music. There are many good reasons why you should 
encourage this enthusiasm.

Research has shown that children who are actively involved in music (who play it or sing it regularly) 
benefit in many ways. They appear to do better in reading and are more likely to do better in maths and 
science because music helps build reasoning skills and cognitive development. One study demonstrated 
that students who were given keyboard training while also using maths software scored higher on maths 
and fractions tests than students who used the software alone. There is even evidence that children who 
are involved in music are more likely to go to college.

But don’t let the research cloud perhaps the best reason to encourage a love of music. It’s just plain fun. 
There are few things that children (and many adults) enjoy more than singing, dancing, and listening to 
music.

Listening to a wide variety of music improves a child’s ability to analyse and comprehend it. The early 
years of primary education are the perfect time to expose your child to everything from classical music 
to pop. Most very young children are open to experiencing a wide range of musical styles; at eight years 
old children start to prefer popular music. Studies have also shown that children aged nine and above 
prefer music with a faster tempo – so get ready to rock and roll if your child is approaching that age.

Fill your child’s life with as much music as you can. If you are able to you could put a small stereo with 
a collection of CDs in your child’s room. Giving your child a musical alarm clock or clock radio can help 
your child wake up musically. It is always fun to introduce your child to songs from your own childhood 
or music you particularly love. Cook to music, clean to music, and occasionally take time just to sit and 
listen as an activity.

You may be wondering if your music-loving child is ready for lessons. Most children are ready for formal 
music instruction between ages 5 and 7. The piano is a logical place to start. Children who learn 
keyboard skills also learn the fundamental musical concepts needed for other instruments or even for 
vocal music. String instruments are another good place to begin. Brass or wind instruments, on the other 
hand, can be more physically challenging and may not be appropriate until they are older.

If you dreaded piano lessons when you were growing up, then your child might just feel the same. 
Likewise, if you force musical training, your child probably won’t embrace it. But if your child expresses 
an interest in learning to play an instrument and seems consistently and genuinely enthusiastic, consider 
signing him or her up.

Music is part of us all. In fact, researchers now think it may come before language in human 
development. Whether your child becomes a concert pianist or simply enjoys singing in the shower, 
when you encourage the love of music, you are giving a gift that will last a lifetime.
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Your parents were unable to attend the talk about children and music at your younger brother’s 
school. They asked you to attend and make brief notes for them. 
 
Make two notes under each heading. 
 

School subjects that improve if children are involved in music

• .............................................................................................................

• .............................................................................................................

Preferences in music at different ages

• .............................................................................................................

• .............................................................................................................

Activities you can do with your child to expose him / her to music

• .............................................................................................................

• .............................................................................................................

Advice on giving music lessons to 5-7 year olds

• .............................................................................................................

• ..........................................................................................................

 

 
    [Total: 8] 
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Exercise 5 
 
Read the following article in which a waiter describes his job in an expensive restaurant. On the 
opposite page, write a summary explaining the skills the waiter must have. 
 
Your summary should be about 100 words (and no more than 120). You should use your own 
words as far as possible. 
 
You will receive up to 6 marks for the content of your summary, and up to 4 marks for the style and 
accuracy of your language. 
 

Yo u ne e d  ma ny skills fo r the  jo b  I do  a s a  wa ite r in a n e xpe nsive  re sta ura nt. Ce rta inly yo u ha ve  

g o t to  kno w ho w to  de a l with pe o p le . The re  a re  two  type s o f se rvic e  – d isc re e t a nd  e nte rta ining  

– a nd  yo u ne e d  to  b e  a b le  to  wo rk o ut whic h is re q uire d  whe n the  c usto me r c o me s into  the  

re sta ura nt. If the re  is a  g ro up  o f pe o p le  we a ring  fo rma l suits a nd  ta lking  se rio usly o n a  we e kda y 

lunc htime , the y’ re  pro b a b ly o n b usine ss a nd  yo u ne e d  to  ke e p  yo ur d ista nc e . If the y q uic kly a sk 

yo u whe re  yo u a re  fro m, the y pro b a b ly wa nt so me  e nte rta ining .

We  g e t lo ts o f re g ula r c usto me rs. If yo u re c o g nise  so me o ne  a nd  c a n’ t re me mb e r the  na me , the n 

yo u g o  to  the  re c e ptio n d e sk a nd  c he c k, so  b y the  time  yo u me e t him a t the  ta b le  yo u c a n sa y: 

‘ Go o d  mo rning , Mr Pa nto n, nic e  to  se e  yo u a g a in. Ha ppy Ne w Ye a r.’  We  ha ve  c e rta in g re e ting s 

tha t c ha ng e  d e pe nd ing  o n the  se a so n.

In o ur re staurant pe o ple  do n’ t ne e d to  ra ise  the ir hands to  g e t se rve d. The  re staurant is we ll sta ffe d, 

so  wa iting  sta ff c an pay spe c ia l a tte ntio n to  e ve ry c usto me r. If the  g ue st is no t e a ting  his o r he r fo o d, 

we  appro ac h the  tab le  and ask if thing s are  OK o r if we  sho uld bring  so me thing  e lse . If so me o ne  

o rde rs c o ffe e  the n g o e s to  the  to ile t just a fte r we ’ ve  bro ug ht it o ut, we  o rde r a  fre sh po t to  arrive  in 

two  o r thre e  minute s and re plac e  the  c o ld  c o ffe e  just be fo re  the  c usto me r g e ts bac k to  the  tab le .

Yo u’ ll a lwa ys g e t pe o p le  who  ha ve  ha d  a  b a d  d a y, who  will ma na g e  to  c o mpla in a b o ut 

so me thing . Fo r e xa mple , so me time s c usto me rs c la im the  fo o d  is unde r-c o o ke d  o r o ve r-c o o ke d . 

Pe o p le  o fte n c ha ng e  the ir minds whe n the y se e  so me o ne  e lse ’ s o rde r. The y se e  the ir ne ig hb o ur’ s 

sa lmo n a nd  whe n the ir duc k a rrive s the y sa y: ‘ Oh, I o rde re d  sa lmo n,’  a nd  ma ke  a  fuss. But the  

c usto me r is a lwa ys rig ht. Eve n if the re  is no thing  yo u c a n do  a b o ut it yo urse lf, yo u liste n to  him/ he r. 

Whe n yo u g ive  c usto me rs a tte ntio n c a lmly a nd  sympa the tic a lly the y sto p  b e ing  so  a g ita te d . The n 

yo u c a ll the  ma na g e r a nd  he  a g a in liste ns to  the  c usto me r. No w the  c usto me r is re la xe d  a nd  yo u 

c a n c ha ng e  wha te ve r is wro ng . It c a n wo rk in yo ur fa vo ur – o fte n the se  c usto me rs c o me  b a c k. 

We  do  g ive  spe c ia l tre a tme nt to  c e le b ritie s. We  a c kno wle dg e  the m d isc re e tly b ut we  try no t to  

g e t to o  e xc ite d . We ’ ve  ha d  fa mo us a c to rs, sing e rs a nd  fo o tb a ll p la ye rs in the  re sta ura nt.

As a  wa ite r it’ s impo rta nt to  lo o k yo ur b e st. Yo u ha ve  to  sha ve  e ve ry da y. Yo u c a n g ro w fa c ia l ha ir 

whe n yo u’ re  o n ho lida y, a nd  ke e p  it if it’ s a  full b e a rd  o r mo usta c he  whe n yo u re turn, b ut it’ s no t 

e nc o ura g e d . If yo ur ha ir is lo ng  yo u ne e d  to  tie  it b a c k.

The  wa ite rs a ll sha re  the  se rvic e  c ha rg e . The n the re  a re  c o mpe titio ns whe re , fo r e xa mple , the  

wa ite r who  se lls the  mo st o f a  pa rtic ula r d rink g e ts a  b o nus the  ne xt mo nth. Ca sh tips a re  d ivid e d  

e q ua lly a mo ng  the  sta ff, inc lud ing  the  kitc he n wo rke rs. On Ne w Ye a r’ s Eve  a  Spa nish g ue st le ft a  

tip  o f £200. This wa s b e c a use  I spo ke  Spa nish to  him a nd  tha t ma d e  him ha ppy.

I c o me  fro m a  family o f ho te lie rs and my fathe r no w o wns fo ur re staurants in my ho me  c o untry. My 

e arlie st me mo rie s are  o f he lping  him. During  the  thre e  ye ars I’ ve  be e n in Brita in, I’ ve  wo rke d fo r thre e  

to p re staurants. I want to  wo rk in Dubai, the  Far East and the  Unite d State s be fo re  I go  bac k ho me  and 

he lp my pare nts. I’ ve  le arne d a  huge  amo unt fro m the  ge ne ra l manage r he re  and fro m the  c he f. I like  

pe o ple  who  be lie ve  in c o ntinuo us tra ining . Quite  o fte n we  have  mo tivatio na l spe ake rs and we  ge t 

fre que nt brie fings and c o urse s o n fo o d and drink. Tra ining  make s us mo re  skille d and mo re  c o nfide nt.
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Exercise 6   
 
 

 
 
 
 
You have just had your birthday and a relative who lives in another country has sent you some 
money as a present. 
 
Write a letter thanking your relative for the present. 
 
In your letter you should:  
 

• thank your relative and describe how happy you were to receive the money; 
 

• tell your relative how you plan to spend the money; 
 

• give your relative some news about yourself. 
 
 
Your letter should be between 150 and 200 words long. Do not write an address. 
 
You will receive up to 9 marks for the content of your letter, and up to 9 marks for the style and 
accuracy of your language. 
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Exercise 7 
 
Your Headteacher is considering using the internet to make a link with a school in another country.  
 
Here are some comments from your friends about this suggestion: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Write an article for your school magazine giving your views.  
 
Your article should be between 150 and 200 words long. 
 
The comments above may give you some ideas, but you are free to use any ideas of your own. 
 
You will receive up to 9 marks for the content of your article, and up to 9 marks for the style and 
accuracy of your language. 
 
 
 
 
 

“We could make new friends and 

learn about life in another country.” “I already have 

enough friends. I don’t 

need any more.”  

“We could find out if 

other teenagers have 
the same interests and 
ambitions as we have.” 

“We already have 

too much school 

work to do. We 

haven’t got time to 

write to other 

people.” 
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