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Part 1 
Part 1: Exercise 1 
 
Read the following advertisement about a zoo, and then answer the questions on the opposite page. 
 
 

THE DURRELL WILDLIFE ZOO

Welcome to the living, breathing heart of 

the Durrell Wildlife Zoo. The animals you 

encounter here today are just some of the 

creatures we are saving from extinction 

around the world. We hope they thrill and 

inspire you.

There are lots of ways to save wild animals 

from extinction. YOU can make a difference 

by becoming a member or adopting an 

animal.

Membership
You can become a member wherever you 

live. You will receive:

• our colourful newsletter

• a discount in the zoo shop.

The Dodo Club
There's no club like it. Children can meet 

some of the world's most endangered and 

extraordinary animals and learn how to 

protect them. You can:

• join workshops

• join a Saturday morning club

• take part in an award scheme.

The Animals
Many animals in the zoo are teaching the 

Durrell Wildlife Team how to help their 

cousins in the wild recover.

Some – like the tamarins – are preparing to 

return to their natural homes. Others – like 

the orangutans – are in the zoo because 

there is no safe home to go back to.

How to Find Out More
Daily talks from our keepers about our 

endangered species are usually timed to 

coincide with feeding times for the animals:

11.30 What's Going On in the Woods?:

 tamarins in the woods

12.00 Bachelor Boys: rare birds at their

 enclosure

12.30 Ruffed Up: ruffed lemurs at their

 enclosure

14.00 Relatives and Friends: gorilla family

 life at their enclosure

14.30 Monkey Snacks: feeding time for the

 black macaques at their enclosure

Times and Places
To see just how close to 

extinction the animals are, 

look for these clocks around 

the zoo.

If you have limited time, the red arrows on 

the map and on the signposts around the 

zoo will take you on an interesting tour that 

lasts approximately two hours.


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(a) What is the role of the Durrell Wildlife Zoo? 

 [1] 

 
 
(b) Give one benefit of being a member of the Durrell Wildlife Zoo. 

 [1] 

 
 
(c) What does the Dodo Club offer? Mention one thing. 

 [1] 

 
 
(d) Why are the orangutans in the Durrell Wildlife Zoo? 

 [1] 

 
 
(e) When can you find out about gorillas? 

 [1] 

 
 
(f) If you don’t have much time, how can you have an interesting walk around the zoo? 

 [1] 

 
[Total: 6] 
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Part 1: Exercise 2 
 
Read the article below, and then answer the questions on the opposite page. 
 
 

Heart  
hero

he world's most famous heart 
surgeon, the Egyptian 
Professor, Sir Magdi Yacoub, 

has transplanted more hearts than 
anyone else.  To the countless 
people whose lives he has 
transformed and saved, he is a hero. 
Professor Yacoub was originally 
inspired in his work by his father, 
who was a general surgeon.

Now 66 years old, Professor Yacoub 
still retains his vibrant energy and 
extraordinary enthusiasm for his 
career.  For 43 years, he has dealt 
with desperate patients whose 
combination of poor diet, sedentary 
lifestyle and stress overload have 
caused them to ask for his help. 
Consequently, he is very aware of 
the role of good nutrition and regular 
exercise in maintaining good health.  
He eats well and swims early each 
morning. 

Professor Yacoub's life is always 
hectic. When a donor heart has 
suddenly been found, then an 
operation has to take place quickly. 
He works long hours; he says there 
are no regular hours for a heart 
surgeon, as the surgery must take 
place when it needs to be carried out. 

For relaxation, Professor Yacoub 
enjoys gardening and even grows 
orchids. One dream of his is to go to 
the Amazon one day to see the rare 
plants there. He is patron of the 
Chain of Hope charity, which aims to 
take medical expertise to the 
developing world. Specialist teams 
give their time free and travel all over 
the world to places such as 
Mozambique and Jamaica to train 
local cardiologists and surgeons in 
techniques that will save lives. This 
charity also brings needy children to 
the West for necessary heart surgery.

T
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(a) Why is the famous surgeon a hero to many people? 

 [1] 

 
 
(b) How does Magdi Yacoub keep himself healthy? Give two details. 

 [1] 

 
 
(c) Why is a heart surgeon always on duty? 

 [1] 

 
 
(d) What is Professor Yacoub’s personal ambition? 

 [1] 

 
 
(e) What medical expertise does the charity take to the developing world? 

 [1] 

 
[Total: 5] 
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Part 1: Exercise 3 
 
Read the article below, and then answer the questions on the opposite page. 
 
 

βRΣAKΙNG THΣ CθDΣ
The history of codes is an indicator 

of t he history of any civ ilisat ion. 

Em pires and nat ions have oft en 

owed their  existence to the security 

of their  com m unicat ions through the 

use of codes.

Just  because we cannot  understand 

a text  does not  m ean that  it  was 

supposed t o be kept  a secret .  

Som et im es it  is just  that  we have 

lost  t he ar t  of decoding it .   The 

ancient  Egypt ians used a series of 

pictures and phonet ic im ages known 

as 'h ieroglyphs' .  This was t he 

Egypt ians' way of com m unicat ion, 

and it  was a m ystery t o m odern 

researchers for thousands of years.  

Codes have becom e progressively 

m ore com plicated and harder t o 

understand or break, especially with 

t he int roduct ion of specialised 

m achinery and com puters that  m ake 

codes.  But  this does not  stop people 

t rying to 'break the codes'.

I n 1799, a French team  found a slab 

of st one, now called t he Roset t a 

Stone, which contained three scr ipts.  

The top and m iddle ones contained 

t he sim plif ied form  of ancient  

Egypt ian writ ing, hieroglyphics.  At  

the bot tom , the writ ing was in Greek, 

and the inform at ion on t his stone 

helped researchers and scholars to 

understand the hieroglyphics.  

Another fam ous code is called the 

Beale Cipher.  I n 1845, an 

Englishm an opened a box of papers 

which he had been given 20 years 

before.  This box held three sheets 

of let ters and num bers in code, with 

a note, writ ten in English, that  said 

that  a large container of gold was 

hidden in a secret  place.  I t  is

est im ated t hat  t he am ount  was 

about  $20 m illion at  today's pr ices. 

The code was in three parts.  So far, 

som e of t he f inest  m inds in t he 

world have worked on all parts of 

the code but  without  success.  Only 

t he second par t  of t he code has 

been solved, so t he m oney has 

never been found.

The usual picture of a code-breaker 

is one of a dusty academ ic working 

in a library, but  code breakers com e 

in all shapes and sizes and ages.  A 

wr it er has issued a pr ize wor th 

$20,000 to anyone who can break 

his ten-part  cipher challenge.  Two 

people have so far m anaged to solve 

t he f irst  four par t s – one is a 

neuroscient ist  and the other is a 

15-year- old schoolgir l,  Souraya 

Dyer.  Could you solve the codes?

, 7, 36, 567, 3, 565, 64, 57735, 0, 76, 1256, 787, 35, 6743, 45, 564, 2, 64, 864, 204, 6424, 55, 406, 5, 3540, 67, 8084, 14, 361, 647, 24, 7215, 613, 85, 412, 1, 31, 34, 0, 63, 69, 404, 71, 80, 234, 50, 425, 64, 581, 470, 86, 90, 470, 671, 245, 62, 10, 11 684, 10, 750, 680, 45, 561, 0, 242, 61, 3, 346, 89, 40, 86 547 1
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(a) Why have nations and civilisations used codes? 

 [1] 

 
 
(b) Give two reasons why we find understanding codes more difficult these days. 

(i) 

 

[1] 

(ii) 

 

[1] 

 
 
(c) What name was given to the object which enabled people to understand the ancient 

Egyptian way of communication? 

 [1] 

 
 
(d) What is thought to be the reward of solving the Beale Cipher? 

 [1] 

 
 
(e) How much of the Beale Cipher has been solved? 

 [1] 

 
 
(f) Which two people have partly solved the ten-part cipher challenge? 

  

 [1] 

 
[Total: 7] 
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Part 2 
Part 2: Exercise 1 
 
Read the following information about a journey to the source of the Mekong River, and then answer 
the questions on the opposite page. 
 
 

or 25 years, 54-year-old geography graduate 

John Pilkington has been exploring the 

world and writing books about his many 

adventures. He left his job as a town planner to 

follow his dream of expeditions and exploration.  

His first real trip was to South America, but his 

aim was always to trace the start of the Mekong 

River in China and to be the first British explorer 

to see the source. 

His journey started in the Himalayas. He had 

been there before; in fact in the early 1980s he 

had stood at the Everest base camp on the 

southern Nepalese side of the world's highest 

mountain. For the Mekong expedition, however, 

John had to start from the Tibetan side of 

Everest.  He had dreamed of this moment for 20 

years.  He marvelled as he looked up at mighty 

Everest in all its splendour, recalling that local 

people call Everest 'Mother Goddess of the 

Snows'.

So John began his great expedition on 

horseback in the Himalayas.  His exploration 

continued, next by boat up the river, then again 

on horseback with guides until he reached the 

point where local men told him that the 

Mekong River began.  The Mekong actually 

starts in China's Qinghai province and is the 

seventh longest river in Asia and the twelfth 

longest in the world.

 Throughout his expedition, John was pleased to 

be able to live with the people of the region – 

here, lifestyles have not changed for hundreds 

of years. Families still live in tents and eat yak 

meat and drink yak butter tea. John negotiated 

the hire of horses from a nomad and asked him 

to act as a guide. On reaching nearly 6,000 

metres above sea level, John and his guide left 

the horses and continued on foot up to the 

permanent snowfield, only to find that they 

were 5 km north of the actual source of the 

Mekong river. So they had to climb up more 

steep ground to Mountain Guosongmucha. This 

huge mountain has three glaciers and a stream 

emerging from its north side – this stream is the 

technical source of the Mekong. 

When he triumphantly reached the beginning 

of this great river, John followed local custom 

and washed himself in the freezing water, which 

poured off the great glacier.  Chinese, Japanese, 

American and Norwegian explorers had all 

been there before him, but John was the first 

British explorer to have stood there.

Back at home, John gives regular illustrated 

talks about his Mekong expedition.  He will be 

delivering a series of talks in the Netherlands in 

November and will also be the guest lecturer on 

a cruise to Patagonia.

Finding the beginning of the great river

F CHINA
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BHUTAN
PAKISTAN
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Mr Pilkington
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SRI LANKA
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(a) According to the map, where did John start his Mekong expedition? 

 [1] 

 
 
(b) Why was the explorer familiar with the Himalayas? 

 [1] 

 
 
(c) What impression did Everest make on the explorer? 

 [1] 

 
 
(d) What is the exact location of the Mekong source on Mountain Guosongmucha? 

 [1] 

 
 
(e) Why did John wash in glacier water? 

 [1] 

 
 
(f) Why was finding the Mekong source such a great achievement for John? 

 [1] 

 
 
(g) Write a short paragraph (about 60 words) giving four points which describe the lifestyle of 

the people of the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [4] 

 
[Total: 10] 
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Part 2: Exercise 2 
 
Read the following article about boys’ education and computers. 
 

Then write a summary of the article explaining how computers can help boys. 
 

Your summary should be about 100 words. 
 

You should use your own words as far as possible. 
 

HITTING  THE RIG HT BUTTO N

t ha s b e e n fo und tha t in so me  

c o untrie s, a c hie ve me nt in so me  

sub je c ts a t sc ho o l is no t a lwa ys a s 

g o o d  fo r b o ys a s it is fo r g irls.  It is po ssib le  

tha t using  c o mpute rs ma y b e  a  wa y to  

so lve  this pro b le m.

Ma ny b o ys se e m to  ha ve  a  na tura l liking  

fo r c o mpute rs, b ut it c a n o fte n b e  ha rd  to  

le a ve  the  sc re e n a nd  c o nc e ntra te  o n the  

wo rk the  te a c he r wa nts the m to  do .

As c o mpute rs a re  b e c o ming  mo re  a nd  

mo re  impo rta nt in the  wo rld  o f e duc a tio n 

to d a y, it is na tura l to  a ssume  tha t 

c o mpute rs c a n he lp  g re a tly with b o ys who  

do  no t do  to o  we ll a t sc ho o l a nd  ne e d  to  

ra ise  the ir g e ne ra l e duc a tio na l sta nda rds.  

The re  is g ro wing  re se a rc h tha t sho ws 

studying  ICT (Info rma tio n Co mmunic a tio ns 

Te c hno lo g y) is ve ry mo tiva ting  fo r b o ys in 

pa rtic ula r.  Ma ny b o ys a ppe a r to  b e  mo re  

c o nfide nt tha n g irls in using  it, a nd  the y 

te nd  to  use  c o mpute rs mo re  fre q ue ntly, 

e spe c ia lly a t ho me .

Re se a rc he rs a t unive rsitie s no w think tha t it 

c o uld  b e  a  re a lly g o o d  wa y o f 

re -e ng a g ing  unde r-a c hie ving  b o ys in the  

le a rning  p ro c e ss, a nd  te a c he rs ha ve  

ind ic a te d  tha t it do e s wo rk.  The y ha ve  

fo und tha t, a ltho ug h lo ts o f b o ys do  no t 

se e m to  like  writing  in the  c la ssro o m, whe n 

the y use  a  c o mpute r the y a re  mo re  willing  

to  c o mpo se  lo ng e r p ie c e s o f writing  a nd  

use  d iffe re nt style s.  The  issue  o f 

uninte llig ib le  ha nd writing  is no  lo ng e r a  

p ro b le m, e ithe r, a s the  ne a tne ss a nd  

pre se nta tio n sta nda rds rise  whe n b o ys use  

a  c o mpute r to  print o ut the ir wo rk.

Ma ny b o ys we lc o me  the  'ha nd s o n' 

a p p ro a c h o f c o mp ute rs.  Ho we ve r, 

re se a rc he rs a nd  te a c he rs ne e d  to  b e  

c a re ful tha t b o ys do n't just 'c ut a nd  pa ste ' 

thing s tha t the y ha ve  fo und o n the  

Inte rne t, b ut ha ve n't re a d , a nd  ha nd it in 

a s a  c o mple te d  a ssig nme nt. So me  b o ys 

o ve re stima te  ho w g o o d  the y a re  a nd  think 

the y c a n d o  thing s witho ut a ny e ffo rt.  

The y ne e d  to  d e ve lo p  pro pe r re se a rc h 

skills a nd  ma ke  the ir writte n wo rk mo re  

struc ture d .  Ind e e d , e ve ryo ne  ne e d s to  

unde rsta nd  ho w to  use  c o mpute rs to  g e t 

the  b e st re sults. The y sho uld  a lwa ys b e  

c le a r a b o ut the  a ims a nd  o utc o me s o f the  

c la ssro o m wo rk the y a re  b e ing  a ske d  to  

do .  If the y do n't se e  the  po int, the n the y 

a re  le ss inc line d  to  ma ke  a n e ffo rt.

So me  b o ys ta ke  sho rt c uts, o r lo o k a t 

Inte rne t site s the y ha ve n't b e e n a ske d  to  

lo o k a t.  The y ma y no t p la n o r think c a re fully 

a b o ut the ir wo rk, o r the y ma y try to  finish 

the ir wo rk q uic kly. This te nde nc y is no t g o ing  

to  b e  c o mple te ly c ure d  b y using  c o mpute rs.  

One  wa y to  g e t b o ys to  c o nc e ntra te  

pro pe rly o n the  wo rk the y ha ve  b e e n a ske d  

to  do  ma y b e  to  e nc o ura g e  the m to  use  

the ir c o mpute rs a t ho me .  Ho we ve r, the y 

a lso  ne e d  to  b e  se t ta sks tha t a re  inte re sting  

a nd  re le va nt to  the m.

As in a ll thing s, the  inte ra c tio n b e twe e n 

the  pupil, the  te a c he r a nd  the  c o mpute r is 

c ruc ia l.

I
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Part 2: Exercise 3 
 
Read the following article about a raft which scientists use for research high up on trees. 
 
Complete the notes on the opposite page. 
 
 

Sc ie ntists ha ve  fo und a  uniq ue  wa y o f c a rrying  o ut re se a rc h in hig h o r 

ina c c e ssib le  p la c e s – b y using  a n infla ta b le  ra ft whic h is tra nsfe rre d  

fro m o ne  study site  to  the  ne xt b y a  hug e , c o lo urful a irship . It wa s first 

te ste d  in1989 a nd  is no w use d  wide ly. 

The  ra ft lo o ks like  a  g ig a ntic  sp ide r we b . It ha s six rib s, whic h a re  infla te d  

rub b e r strips c o nne c te d  b y ne tting , with a  sma ll he xa g o na l ra ft a t the  

c e ntra l po int.  The  who le  wo rkspa c e  c o ve rs mo re  tha n 600 sq ua re  

me tre s, a nd  the  ra ft c a n ho ld  up  to  te n sc ie ntists a t a  time .  Its de sig n 

wa s e vo lve d  b y a  ne e d  fo r sc ie ntists to  a c c e ss the  to ps o f tre e s.  Ro pe s 

a nd  c limb ing  to we rs ha d  a ll b e e n use d  pre vio usly b ut with limite d  

suc c e ss.  A so lutio n to  this wa s to  b uild  a  ra ft lig ht e no ug h to  se ttle  

sa fe ly o n tre e to ps a nd  the n to  mo ve  it fro m pla c e  to  p la c e  b y a ir.  

The re  a re  spe c ia l e ntra nc e s into  the  ra ft. Re se a rc he rs a re  a b le  to  re a c h 

the se  fro m the  g ro und using  a  ha rne ss.  It c a n ta ke  30 minute s fo r the  

ne wc o me r to  g e t up  to  the  ra ft.  In pra c tic e , sc ie ntists usua lly c limb  up  

o nto  the  ra ft just b e fo re  da rk a nd  sle e p  the re  in o rde r to  b e  a b le  to  

sta rt the  ne xt da y's wo rk witho ut the  de la y o f a  tre k fro m c a mp a nd  the  

a sc e nt to  the  ra ft. Eve ryo ne  we a rs a  sa fe ty line  a t a ll time s o n the  ra ft.  

A hunting  ho rn is so unde d  to  sig na l the  ra ft's lo c a tio n fo r sc ie ntists 

jo ining  it, a nd  the  sa me  pro c e dure  is use d  to  g uide  the  a rriva l o f the  

a irship , whic h will mo ve  the  ra ft to  a no the r po sitio n o n a no the r tre e to p .

A Fre nc h te a m na me d e a c h o f the  ra ft's rib s a fte r a  fa mo us stre e t in 

Pa ris a nd  na me d  the  e ntra nc e s a fte r me tro  sta tio ns. The  c e ntra l 

he xa g o n is c a lle d  the  Arc  de  Trio mphe ! The se  na me s he lp  pe o ple  

lo c a te  spe c ific  po ints o n the  ra ft – fo r e xa mple , pe rso nne l jo ining  the  

ra ft fro m the  g ro und o r pe o ple  de live ring  supplie s fro m the  a ir. Sle e ping  

a nd  wo rking  o n the  ra ft is like  sa iling , a s it c o ntinuo usly swa ys with the  

mo ve me nt o f the  c a no py o f tre e s b e ne a th.

RESEARCH IN HIGH PLACES
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You are going to give a short talk about the treetop raft to your class.  Make two short notes 
under each heading below as a basis for your presentation. 
 
THE TREETOP RAFT 
 
(a) Design: 
 

•  

 

•  

 
 
(b) Size/capacity: 
 

•  

 

•  

 
 
(c) Means of access: 
 

•  

 

•  

 
 
(d) Raft moving requirements: 
 

•  

 

•  

 
[Total: 8] 
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Part 3 
Part 3: Exercise 1 
 
 

Our top
ten books

Write a review 
about your 
favourite book 
and win a
book token!

 
 
 
Your school magazine is compiling a list of popular books. 
 
Write a letter to the magazine editor in which you recommend a book. 
 
Your letter should be about 150 words. 
 
Don’t forget to include: 

• the title and content of the book 

• why you liked it 

• who you would recommend it to. 
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 Dear Editor, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [12]
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Part 3: Exercise 2 
 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

See article for further details.

ADVERTISEMENT

TO WELCOME VISITORS TO OUR SCHOOL

 
 
Your school is arranging a visit to the school for students from other places or other countries. 
 
You have been asked to write an article for the school magazine asking for volunteers to welcome 
the visitors. 
 
In the article you should include the following: 
 

• who the visitors are 

• how they will be welcomed and included in the school's everyday life 

• what kinds of things the volunteers will be expected to do for the visitors. 
 
Your article should be about 200 words long. 
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 [12]

 
 



18 

© UCLES 2005 0510/02/M/J/05 

Part 3: Exercise 3 
 
Some students take a year off after finishing school and before starting university. This is called a 
‘gap year’. 
 
Write an article for your school magazine discussing the advantages and disadvantages of a 
gap year. 
 
The comments below may give you some ideas, but you are free to use any ideas of your own. 
 
Your article should be about 200 words long. 
 
 

"A gap year is just an excuse

to have a good time." 

"It  is good to see the world before
beginning more intensive studying."

"I need to earn some
money to help me through my

time at university."

"A gap year means that you forget how

to study and lose your enthusiasm

to return to full-time education."
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