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CHINESE

Paper 9715/21
Reading and Writing

Key messages

Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with modern tourism from the point of view of both enjoyment and
environmental protection. Question 5(b) requires candidates to give their personal response to the
material, which can be their own understanding, experience and opinion of the issues raised.
Responses to Question 5(b) should be personal and not a mere repetition of the materials in the given
texts. The whole response for Question 5 must be kept to the 200 character limit.

General comments

The maijority of candidates demonstrated a very good understanding of the two reading passages and
responded well to the questions asked. Some did an excellent job, responding to the questions fully, using
clear expressions and giving focused answers.

In most cases, all questions were attempted by the candidates. Furthermore, most candidates used their
own words to answer the questions rather than ‘lifting’ the original words from the texts.

Quite a lot of good and clearly expressed responses to Question 3 and Question 4 were seen this year.
Many candidates demonstrated their ability to rephrase information through using appropriate connectives,
using synonyms, rearranging the word order or carefully selecting the key information. It is important that
candidates cover all the points required by the questions, and give full answers to gain all available marks.
Candidates should be reminded to take note of the mark allocation; if a question has 3 marks, 3 distinct
pieces of information will be needed. In some cases candidates had clearly understood the questions, but
did not provide full enough answers to be credited with the full mark available.

It should be noted that marks are also available in Question 3 and Question 4 for Quality of Language.
Whilst many candidates provided well-written responses, others gave answers in note-form or bullet points,
which were fully credited for content, but may not have provided sufficient language to be placed in the
higher bands in the Quality of Language category.

It was noticeable that the majority of answers for Question 5 kept within the word limit this year. However, in
general Question 5(a) was still less well-answered compared to other questions on the paper. Candidates
can improve by working on the skills to summarise with clear but informative sentences. In some cases
valuable character-space was taken up on items that were not relevant to the question.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1

Performance on this question was good and the vast majority of candidates were able to find the correct
synonyms from the text and write them accurately. Many candidates gained full marks in this opening
question, but if they did not, questions (d) and (e) were most commonly answered incorrectly. In those
cases, candidates seemed to have guessed the answers, as the answers they provided did not have any link
to the word given in the question.

Question 2

Most candidates managed to score the marks for (a) and (b). Where (a) was not answered correctly, this
was often when candidates showed interference from English, giving answers such as: ‘ X E 7T AFF A
8% m, mHAEEAANRIE R4S . For (b), those candidates who used ‘2’ to replace ‘#’, did not show full
understanding of the structure. Part (c) was the least well answered question, with several candidates simply
keeping ‘A4’ and ‘£’ in the sentence.

Question 3

Overall most candidates coped with this question and showed that they had understood the reading passage
well. The majority of candidates were able to use the information from the texts to answer the questions.
Where candidates did not score full marks, it was often because answers were not full enough for all marks
to be awarded. Candidates should be reminded to take note of the mark allocation when they write their
answers, in order to ensure that they provide sufficient detail to gain the maximum marks for each answer.

In part (a), most candidates were able to secure full marks by paraphrasing the right information from the
passage. In some cases, ‘fi#l% J& 57’ was given instead of ‘& 77’ which could not be credited. For part (b)
some candidates managed answers like ‘%5, ~H RAF I or ‘sri&F 2 H &I £’ which
demonstrated that they had understood the passage fully. Similarly, parts (c), (d) and (e) were well
answered.

Question 4

Most candidates performed well in this question. Part (a) was generally well-answered and most candidates
managed to get two correct answers out of the three. In some cases, candidates answered the question in
bullet point style, only giving fragments of information which didn’t give the full detail required by the
question. Where candidates noted down ‘###k %1%’, for example, in response to this question, the meaning
was not clear enough and ‘Afi189 344k &R 69 52 B2 was required for the mark to be awarded.

Many candidates successfully answered part (b) in their own words, giving answers such as, ‘4t & & /7 2 4%
AR R/ ELR, and JU-FE R — KM A L, some even managed to avoid using the same
vocabulary as the passage in examples like /& /4% | — k4 £ or ‘1% A *T © L 69 4 £ Candidates needed
to use a verb in their answers to provide clear linkage with the question asked. For example, green
restaurants avoid using disposable tableware. Giving ‘disposable tableware / ‘—:% t£ %&£’ as an isolated
answer did not show clear comprehension. Candidates needed to give specific answers like ‘& AL &’ or ‘L
NER S or ‘4E &£ 5 rather than quite general answers like ‘R #2 4 £ &'

In parts (c¢) and (d), the majority of candidates performed well. Candidates needed to include the key points
‘¥ 47 or ‘% &’ in part (c), which not all managed. In part (d), the majority of candidates answered well, giving
the key points, ‘1€ | % 3.2 4 # and ‘&4 4L R i#’. Where candidates were not awarded three marks, this
was sometimes because they provided points such as “J\#.% £ *’ instead of ‘B A fk45 4", Part (e) was the
best answered part in Question 4 with most candidates identifying the correct points.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary, but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concept required for each mark-bearing content point
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only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences where possible when answering questions, as
they need to show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for
Quality of Language.

Question 5

Many candidates were able to successfully and skilfully summarise a range of relevant points from both
passages.

Those candidates who secured high marks for Question 5(a) understood that they needed to cover the topic
of modern tourism from the perspective of both pleasure and environmental protection. The majority of
candidates tended to focus more on environmental protection, which if answered fully provided ample scope
to score highly. Candidates should be reminded that part of this exercise is to show an ability to summarise,
and so it is important that the points are presented clearly and succinctly.

Many candidates managed to give some convincing personal responses in Question 5(b), writing about their
own experiences and opinions with interesting insights and examples. Some of the responses included:
examples of travelling abroad, experiences in travelling on their own or with family/friends etc.

Good examination technique is extremely important in this question and can often make a significant
difference to the marks allocated. Candidates need to be aware of the need to keep to the limit of 200
characters for both parts of the question. Anything in excess of 200 characters is disregarded by Examiners,
and in extreme cases this can lead to no marks being awarded for part (b).

Where candidates did not do as well, it was usually for one of the following reasons:

» not referring to the information in the reading passages for the summary element

e giving a response to (a) that was too detailed, and did not leave enough space to express personal
views or experiences in the answer to (b)

« writing a general summary of the two reading passages rather than answering the specific question
asked.

BB Cambridge Assessment
QP International Education ©2017




Cambridge International Advanced Level
9715 Chinese November 2017
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

CHINESE

Paper 9715/22
Reading and Writing

Key messages

* Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

* Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

. Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

*  Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with changes in rural life in China. Question 5(b) requires candidates
to give their personal response to the material, which can be their own understanding, experience and
opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5(b) should be personal and not a mere repetition
of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for Question 5 must be kept to the 200
character limit.

General comments

The maijority of candidates demonstrated a very good understanding of the two reading passages and
responded well to the questions asked. Some did an excellent job, responding to the questions fully, using
clear expressions and giving focused answers.

In most cases, all questions were attempted by the candidates. Furthermore, most candidates used their
own words to answer the questions rather than ‘lifting’ the original words from the texts.

Quite a lot of good and clearly expressed responses to Question 3 and Question 4 were seen this year.
Many candidates demonstrated their ability to rephrase information through using appropriate connectives,
using synonyms, rearranging the word order or carefully selecting the key information. It is important that
candidates cover all the points required by the questions, and give full answers to gain all available marks.
Candidates should be reminded to take note of the mark allocation; if a question has 3 marks, 3 distinct
pieces of information will be needed. In some cases candidates had clearly understood the questions, but
did not provide full enough answers to be credited with the full mark available.

It should be noted that marks are also available in Question 3 and Question 4 for Quality of Language.
Whilst many candidates provided well-written responses, others gave answers in note-form or bullet points,
which were fully credited for content, but may not have provided sufficient language to be placed in the
higher bands in the Quality of Language category.

It was noticeable that the majority of answers for Question 5 kept within the word limit this year. However, in
general Question 5(a) was still less well-answered compared to other questions on the paper. Candidates
can improve by working on the skills to summarise with clear but informative sentences. In some cases
valuable character-space was taken up on items that were not relevant to the question.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The overall response was good and the vast majority of candidates were able to find the right synonyms from
the passage and write them accurately. Part (e) was the best answered question and candidates were
clearly familiar with this vocabulary item. In part (a), candidates sometimes put f& # instead of Z.I'#; they
needed to remember that 4% is an adverb used to describe the adjective A%, thus, & # could not be
correct. For (b), candidates occasionally wrote £ #=, or /%, which could not be credited. In part (c), some
candidates found it difficult to associate % %4 with #41, and instead gave % #1 which is not in the passage.
Candidates need to be aware that the synonyms must be taken from the reading passage in the location
given; candidates cannot be credited for coming up with their own synonym, outside of the passage. Where
incorrect answers were given for part (d), 7~ 3 #, 5 £ (3k), § #7, and I~ XL # % all appeared in candidates’
answers.

Question 2

Most candidates managed to score the marks for (a) and (b). Those candidates who succeeded in placing
the tested structures at different places in both sentences demonstrated that they had fully understood the
structures and knew how to use them correctly in the context. In part (¢) candidates needed to include the
model verb after 7 ,or remember to include 2.

Question 3

The reading passage about the changes in rural life in China was generally well-understood, and most
candidates were able to selectively use information from the texts to answer the questions. Where
candidates did not score full marks, it was often because answers were not full enough for all marks to be
awarded. Candidates should be reminded to take note of the mark allocation when they write their answers,
in order to ensure that they provide sufficient detail to gain the maximum marks for each answer.

In part (a) most candidates included £ %% in their answers, and managed to rephrase the other key points. In
some cases candidates gave & [# as one of the characteristics of rural housing, which was too general to be
credited. Candidates needed to include # @ in their answer to be credited with the third mark, as answers
such as & L F X, &&35M EA%FZ were not sufficient enough.

In part (b), candidates needed to include a modifier in their answer to indicate that the living environment had
improved, e.g. X /7 before #iAfiE 4k, or £2# before 432 4 #3134, Part (c) was very well answered.
Occasionally a very small number of candidates needed to include either 5 or % % to achieve full marks.
The vast majority of candidates responded well and performed strongly for part (d). Where candidates did
not gain full marks, this was sometimes because they had treated #}+% £ % as a separate point, or did not
cover the point about LB 4L5% .

Part (e) required candidates to look at the whole article and give a global response, which resulted in a
mixed performance. Many candidates were able to answer this part with concise, accurate language.
Weaker answers were characterised by irrelevant responses, or straightforward repetition of the text without
a clear link to the question.

Question 4

The majority of candidates performed well in the question, and in most cases they were able to use their own
language to answer the questions. As in Question 3, candidates should always remember that the marks
allocated to each question — (2), (3) or (4) — are a reliable guide as to how many pieces of information are
being sought. Sometimes candidates did not include enough distinct points to access all marks available.

For part (a), some candidates needed to include ‘i< A\’ instead of # & 471 L.

For part (b) there were some excellent answers, such as ‘SR, ‘Sk& #a A", ‘F# I3’ which
demonstrated that candidates had thoroughly understood the passage. Candidates needed to include the
concept of ‘joining the flow’; only mentioning % % A was not sufficient. In addition to this, not all candidates
realised that ‘%t 1k’ is not the same as ‘# 4.
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The majority of candidates secured full marks for part (c). A number of candidates lifted the sentence, ‘% 49
IR LS, directly from the passage. Candidates need to be reminded that they will not be credited for
lifting a whole unit of meaning unchanged from the original text, as stated in the rubric.

Overall, part (d) was the best-answered in this question. Most candidates were able to identify the correct
key points, although ‘4% A3 A2 ] # 5’ was sometimes omitted. In a small number of cases, ‘# 5’ was
incorrectly copied as ‘# 5’ and candidates are reminded to take care and check what they have written to
avoid this type of mistake. A small number of candidates wrote ‘7 & &1 &4 or ‘EAE 3R 3% £ 47, which was
not explicit enough.

Many linguistically competent candidates performed well in part (e). Weaker answers often showed difficulty
in identifying the correct verb and noun.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary, but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concept required for each mark-bearing content point
only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences where possible when answering questions, as
they need to show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for
Quality of Language.

Question 5
Many candidates were able to successfully and skilfully summarise the relevant points from both passages.

Candidates who paid careful attention to the question which had been asked, and focused their attention on
specific details of the changes in rural life in China had little difficulty in noting many of these and scored
good marks.

In order to achieve high marks for Question 5(a), candidates needed to discuss the details given in passage
1, such as planting trees, using clean energy and actively dealing with everyday waste, rather than just
talking in a broad sense about changes in the environment. Weaker responses tended to be unbalanced,
sometimes drawing all points from Passage 1 and not including information from Passage 2 at all. In some
cases, candidates concentrated on the idea of government intervention, but needed to go further into the
actual changes this resulted in to pick up content marks.

In order to write within the specified character limit, candidates should refer closely to the two passages,
using concise language to cover the key points coherently, rather than using longer sentences to illustrate
those points.

Question 5(b) provides candidates with the opportunity to develop their personal ideas and viewpoints on
the topic covered in the texts. The ideas expressed by candidates were varied and interesting, responding to
the issues raised in the passages. Whilst this part allows candidates to talk more flexibly on the topic,
candidates should remember that Question 5(a) must use the information given in the passages to construct
their summary, concentrating on the question asked. This year, several candidates discussed aspects of the
topic gleaned from their general knowledge of the subject area, rather than extracting key points from the
passages. This approach cannot be rewarded as it does not show any skill of summary writing, which is what
is being tested here.

Good examination technique is extremely important in this question and can often make a significant
difference to the marks allocated. Candidates need to be aware of the need to keep to the limit of 200
characters for both parts of the question. Anything in excess of 200 characters is disregarded by Examiners,
and in extreme cases this can lead to no marks being awarded for part (b).

Where candidates did not do as well, it was usually for one of the following reasons:

* not referring to the information in the reading passages for the summary element

. giving a response to (a) that was too detailed, and did not leave enough space to express personal
views or experiences in the answer to (b)

* not giving any key points relating to Question 5(a), but writing the entire piece as a personal response,
as expected in Question 5(b).
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CHINESE

Paper 9715/23
Reading and Writing

Key messages

* Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

* Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

. Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

*  Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with the Spring Festival migration. Question 5(b) requires candidates
to give their personal response to the material, which can be their own understanding, experience and
opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5(b) should be personal and not a mere repetition
of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for Question 5 must be kept to the 200
character limit.

General comments

The maijority of candidates demonstrated a very good understanding of the two reading passages and
responded well to the questions asked. Some did an excellent job, responding to the questions fully, using
clear expressions and giving focused answers.

In most cases, all questions were attempted by the candidates. Furthermore, most candidates used their
own words to answer the questions rather than ‘lifting’ the original words from the texts.

Overall Question 3 and Question 4 were well-answered this year. Many candidates demonstrated their
ability to rephrase information through using appropriate connectives, using synonyms, rearranging the word
order or carefully selecting the key information.

It should be noted that marks are also available in Question 3 and Question 4 for Quality of Language.
Whilst many candidates provided well-written responses, others gave answers in note-form or bullet points,
which were fully credited for content, but may not have provided sufficient language to be placed in the
higher bands in the Quality of Language category.

It was noticeable that the majority of answers for Question 5 kept within the word limit this year. However, in
general Question 5(a) was still less well-answered compared to other questions on the paper. Candidates
can improve by working on the skills to summarise with clear but informative sentences. In some cases
valuable character-space was taken up on items that were not relevant to the question.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The overall response was good and the vast majority of candidates were able to find the right synonyms from
the passage and write them accurately. Most candidates secured the marks for all the questions. Parts (b)
and (c) were sometimes answered incorrectly with ‘i %’ for (b) and ‘& i1’ for (c) being the most common
errors.

Question 2

Part (c) was the best-answered question across the range of candidate ability, showing that most candidates
were familiar with this commonly used connective.

In part (a), in order to demonstrate understanding of the use of ‘& #]------ Freeeees ' candidates needed to know
that ‘&’ or ‘4’ or both should not be kept in the sentence.

In part (b), a small number of candidates kept ‘4%’ in the sentence as well as the phrase ‘5&k------ —#’. Some
candidates provided answers like ‘—I&R 2 R 2| k69 £ 7, sRAEM F R _Eayif £ —FHE3. * Whilst this is one
way the connective can be used, it alters the meaning of the original sentence as it focuses on the adjective
“HA rather than the noun ‘i£4€'. It is important that the meaning of the original sentence is retained when
re-writing the sentences.

Question 3

In general, candidates performed well in this question. Most candidates were able to selectively use the
information from the texts to answer the questions, using concise language. It was noticeable this year that
bullet points were commonly used instead of full sentences to answer questions. In order to score highly for
Quality of Language, candidates need to show evidence that they are able to use more complex structures in
their answers, which is difficult to achieve if only giving very short bulleted responses.

Parts (c), (d) and (e) were generally better answered than parts (a), (b) and (f). In parts (a) and (b), there
was ample opportunity for candidates to score well, as the text provided several examples which could have
been selected to answer these questions. Weaker answers tended to lack detail, as seen in examples like
‘¥ & 47 2 which did not reflect the vivid scene featured in the passage where ‘Xiao Liu could hardly move
amongst the crowd with the very heavy luggage on his shoulder’.

In part (b), some able candidates demonstrated their excellent understanding of the texts by giving answers
like ‘FRANFFEH A X # 4 EXF B H—k @ Kid A5 which was only alluded to in the text itself.

Part (f) required candidates to identify the social groups represented by those characters in the passage, e.g.
‘RFEA EBSS I A Some candidates just provided the names of the characters, which could not be
credited. Other common incorrect answers were, ‘& X %’ or ‘& LT F A’

Question 4

Performance in Question 4 was generally better than in Question 3. Most candidates were able to show a
thorough understanding of the reading passage. Parts (a) and (e) were the best answered parts in this
question.

In part (b), candidates needed to be quite specific in their answers; examples like ‘¥& % £ JE’, were
considered too general to be awarded the mark. A small number of candidates wrote ‘— 2| A1z #A 8] 4% 7R &
2K’; such answers needed to include the key element of the pressure caused during the spring festival
migration. Candidates needed to explain the problems expressed in the passage, which answers such as ‘¥
E R AT 42 or R ARHER 2 &, only partially managed. The fundamental issue which needed to be
included was the Chinese policy for taking holidays.

In part (d), the majority of candidates secured both marks. Only a small number of candidates did not
indicate the reunion with ‘X A’ as a key element of the spring festival and its migration.
In part (f), most candidates were able to identify the answers from the last sentence in the passage.
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Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary, but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concept required for each mark-bearing content point
only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences where possible when answering questions, as
they need to show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for
Quality of Language.

Question 5
Many candidates were able to successfully and skilfully summarise the relevant points from both passages.

Question 5(a) was found to be challenging by a number of candidates this year. Those candidates who
managed to focus their summaries on the emotional impact of the Spring Festival migration were the most
successful. Many answers tended to focus on more everyday, concrete points such as heavy luggage, the
long journey home, the packed coach/the pressure on the transport system etc, and needed to relate these
points more directly to Spring Festival.

Question 5(b) provides candidates with the opportunity to develop their personal ideas and viewpoints on
the topic covered in the texts and several candidates expressed their own personal experience of going
home for spring festival or celebrating Chinese new year with friends. Only a small number of points relating
to the emotions experienced by the migration or the festival were mentioned, and this was common in
candidates’ answers to Question 5(b).

Good examination technique is extremely important in this question and can often make a significant
difference to the marks allocated. Candidates need to be aware of the need to keep to the limit of 200
characters for both parts of the question. Anything in excess of 200 characters is disregarded by Examiners,
and in extreme cases this can lead to no marks being awarded for part (b).

Where candidates did not do as well, it was usually for one of the following reasons:
« having an imbalanced focus on part of the question;

* not referring to the information in the reading passages for the summary element;
e writing long sentences on a single point or idea rather than providing a range of points.
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CHINESE

Paper 9715/31
Essay

Key messages

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

» read the question carefully and stay on task: candidates need to ensure that what they write is
relevant to the specific requirements of the question asked, and not just the broad topic area;

e organise the essay structure to ensure it is focused, follows a logical argument, is well-illustrated and
contains a demonstrable knowledge of advanced vocabulary;

* include an introduction, a balanced main body of argument and a logical conclusion that follows;

« demonstrate their own views without recourse to simple anecdotal experience;

¢ use logical structures to link the points in an argument with relevant examples;

» use a wide range of vocabulary in order to write using complex sentence structures.

General comments

The overall performance this year was good and showed that candidates could deal with material at this
level. The full range of performance was seen, with some candidates showing a high degree of excellence
and others who struggled to produce the level of written Chinese needed.

Good to excellent performance was characterised by strict adherence to the rubric; clear knowledge of the
subject area and the ability to articulate comprehensive responses using appropriate language. This was
commonly achieved by using a logical essay structure which flowed from start to end, was balanced and
contained relevant examples culminating in a forceful conclusion.

Weaker responses often needed more focus on the task, as they tended to deviate from the requirements of
the question. This sometimes occurred despite the candidate showing they have an obvious grip of the
language and subject matter.

Improvements could be made in the following areas:

« Selection of essay title to answer: candidates should be advised to take the time to read through all
the essay titles on the question paper carefully before selecting which title to respond to. They
should choose a title with which they feel comfortable and which they are confident they fully
understand. Examiners observed several instances of responses which showed that candidates had
either misread and/or misunderstood the question they had chosen to answer.

« Essay formatting: candidates need to take care to use essay formatting correctly. Weaker essays
were sometimes presented as a piece of narrative, or a simple block of text. Itis expected at this
level that paragraphing is used to create a clear essay structure.

« Knowledge of the topic area: candidates need to be careful not to simplify essays too much by
relying heavily on personal experience rather than setting out more complex social issues.
Candidates must show detailed knowledge of the topic area to reach the highest marking bands.

324

» Candidates need to show more awareness of basic grammar, like the use of &9, 3. fF.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1 4 &
15 1K 1K e XS F SR AR 59

Candidates displayed sound knowledge about the features of fast food, i.e. how it can serve a positive
purpose in terms of convenience in a fast-paced environment where young people’s time is precious.
Meanwhile, there was also superb knowledge shown regarding the detrimental impact the industry has had
on health, e.g. obesity, type 2 diabetes, etc. Other candidates explored food safety concerns and questioned
how accountable the industry really is. The strongest responses were from those candidates who did not
solely focus on the food itself but explored the wider issues; employing sound arguments and complex
language to make valid points.

Question 2 L& %
C— PRAGFE S e T K895 e 7 IRELE?

A smaller number of candidates opted for this question, although the overall performance of those that did
was good. Most candidates provided a balanced account regarding the various factors influencing success.
This included listing the various issues at play, such as personality traits that show an appetite for risk-taking,
recognising opportunity, or ability to form long-term plans. Candidates also used contemporary and historic
examples of successful figures to support their opinions.

Question 3 4 #F
1H R A KAV ER G F I E B2,

A large number of candidates selected this question and some outstanding performances were seen.
Candidates were able to provide plenty of appropriate examples of team spirit in sporting events and how
this collaborative aspect is vital for overall success. The standard was generally good and the subject
engaging.

Question 4 &2 5 K &
15 R IRA 2 B 26 F F] 7L A 695

Examiners noted a wide performance spectrum for this question. The most successful candidates cited the
causes of the aging society, as well as listing the areas that are affected by it, e.g. medical costs, decline of
productivity, and increased financial burden on the family, etc. Some candidates countered this and argued it
brought more wisdom and experience to society. The strongest candidates provided strategies for dealing
with this social issue, using a high level of detail and sound subject knowledge. Weaker responses were
characterised by the use of simple statements of fact that the aging population was having a negative
impact, and needed further elaboration. Some candidates intimated that for reasons of filial piety society had
to accept this fate, but this argument often needed further exploration.

Question 5 % &4
“K N FRIF AL T P g T 59 A . T 35 A

This was a popular topic which provoked a high level of debate in responses. The vast majority of candidates
argued that the development of tourism would have a strong impact on the environment, with some stating
environmental consequences were inevitable. Others developed this theme and considered the positives of
the tourism trade, which included suggestions to tackle the environmental issue such as reinvesting the
revenue generated. Some candidates also talked about the tourist trade itself being set up and run as an
eco-friendly business in a bid to serve dual purposes. The most successful essays focused on these types of
themes. Weaker essays tended to focus too narrowly on single issues, e.g. litter, or carbon footprint, etc.,
without expanding on the wider problems, and needed to examine more variables.
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Paper 9715/32
Essay

Key messages

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

» read the question carefully and stay on task: candidates need to ensure that what they write is
relevant to the specific requirements of the question asked, and not just the broad topic area;

e organise the essay structure to ensure it is focused, follows a logical argument, is well-illustrated and
contains a demonstrable knowledge of advanced vocabulary;

* include an introduction, a balanced main body of argument and a logical conclusion that follows;

« demonstrate their own views without recourse to simple anecdotal experience;

¢ use logical structures to link the points in an argument with relevant examples;

» use a wide range of vocabulary in order to write using complex sentence structures.

General comments

The overall performance this year was good and showed that candidates could deal with material at this
level. The full range of performance was seen, with some candidates showing a high degree of excellence
and others who struggled to produce the level of written Chinese needed.

Good to excellent performance was characterised by strict adherence to the rubric; clear knowledge of the
subject area and the ability to articulate comprehensive responses using appropriate language. This was
commonly achieved by using a logical essay structure which flowed from start to end, was balanced and
contained relevant examples culminating in a forceful conclusion.

Weaker responses often needed more focus on the task, as they tended to deviate from the requirements of
the question. This sometimes occurred despite the candidate having a reasonable grip of the subject.

There were examples of students who employed a hybrid style where Chinese characters, pinyin and
English were amalgamated. If candidates do not know the character for a particular vocabulary item, they are
advised to use an alternative word, rather than writing it in pinyin or English.

Improvements could be made in the following areas:

* Selection of essay title to answer: candidates should be advised to take the time to read through all
the essay titles on the question paper carefully before selecting which title to respond to. They
should choose a title with which they feel comfortable and which they are confident they fully
understand. Examiners observed several instances of responses which showed that candidates had
either misread and/or misunderstood the question they had chosen to answer.

« Essay formatting: candidates need to take care to use essay formatting correctly. Weaker essays
were sometimes presented as a piece of narrative, or a simple block of text. Itis expected at this
level that paragraphing is used to create a clear essay structure.

« Knowledge of the topic area: candidates need to be careful not to simplify essays too much by
relying heavily on personal experience rather than setting out more complex social issues.
Candidates must show detailed knowledge of the topic area to reach the highest marking bands.

» Candidates need to show more awareness of basic grammar, like the use of &9, 3. fF.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1 4 &
BRI B 209 T2,

This title was by far the most popular topic among candidates, with the majority showing sound knowledge of
this subject. Most candidates successfully highlighted the importance of food safety and a nutrient-rich diet.
The majority of candidates also used a wide range of language and examples to produce relevant and
detailed pieces of information in their arguments. In some cases, the safety of food in general was discussed
without a balanced focus on the quality of diet and/or the harmful or social impact. Weaker answers generally
needed a greater depth of argument.

Question 2 #L& 3%
REHFAT T —PARGGALAZ,E, 7 1R EXE?

This was another popular question this year. Strong answers were characterised by a discussion of both
sides of the argument followed by a clear conclusion outlining the candidate’s own opinion supported by
relevant examples. Most candidates, who agreed with the statement, explained that the factors involving
family background could significantly impact on the starting point in life, and included factors such as:
influencing the gap in academic achievement, being able to benefit from parent’s social connections, having
a greater chance of obtaining a well-paid job, etc. Weaker responses were commonly overly-focused on the
impact on future life in general, instead of fully addressing the question about the determining of one’s
starting point in life.

Question 3 A& F

S RN R s i
This was another well-answered question, with a large number of candidates arguing that winning a game is
only part of doing sports and that other factors are also as important (fun, exercising, cooperation, friendship,
etc.) In order to reach the highest marking bands, candidates needed, here, to produce detailed, well-

illustrated arguments, maintaining the relevance to the question. Weaker responses tended to focus too
heavily on personal experience rather than clear evidence.

Question 4 &2 5 K&
BREPE “HFILE” TR,

A relatively small number of candidates opted for this question, and the performance for those who did was
strong.

Most candidates successfully addressed the definition of ‘& 5 JL#&’ as well as outlining the importance of this
social issue.

Many candidates also expressed their sentiments regarding such a phenomenon, which was due to the gap
between the rich and poor in China. They also provided some sensible recommendations on how to address
such a social issue.

Question 5 £ &%k 4
FERPIFL R FLH GARHE? 177178

The majority of candidates were able to outline the problems around wild animal protection, but only the
strongest essays addressed the key characteristics, ‘if &', in the question. Beside the analysis of the issues,
the important vocabulary needed to aptly highlight the serious consequences of going against nature, for
example £ & #7. A &-F# 4%, was also needed to achieve the highest marks for content.

Weaker candidates here sometimes lost focus by moving on to talk about the importance of wild animal
protection in general and did not respond to the question directly.
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CHINESE

Paper 9715/33
Essay

Key messages

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

» read the question carefully and stay on task: candidates need to ensure that what they write is
relevant to the specific requirements of the question asked, and not just the broad topic area;

e organise the essay structure to ensure it is focused, follows a logical argument, is well-illustrated and
contains a demonstrable knowledge of advanced vocabulary;

* include an introduction, a balanced main body of argument and a logical conclusion that follows;

« demonstrate their own views without recourse to simple anecdotal experience;

¢ use logical structures to link the points in an argument with relevant examples;

» use a wide range of vocabulary in order to write using complex sentence structures.

General comments

The overall performance this year was good and showed that candidates could deal with material at this
level. The full range of performance was seen, with some candidates showing a high degree of excellence
and others who struggled to produce the level of written Chinese needed.

Good to excellent performance was characterised by strict adherence to the rubric; clear knowledge of the
subject area and the ability to articulate comprehensive responses using appropriate language. This was
commonly achieved by using a logical essay structure which flowed from start to end, was balanced and
contained relevant examples culminating in a forceful conclusion.

Weaker responses often needed more focus on the task, as they tended to deviate from the requirements of
the question. This sometimes occurred despite the candidate showing they have an obvious grip of the
language and subject matter.

Improvements could be made in the following areas:

» Selection of essay title to answer: candidates should be advised to take the time to read through all
the essay titles on the question paper carefully before selecting which title to respond to. They
should choose a title with which they feel comfortable and which they are confident they fully
understand. Examiners observed several instances of responses which showed that candidates had
either misread and/or misunderstood the question they had chosen to answer.

« Essay formatting: candidates need to take care to use essay formatting correctly. Weaker essays
were sometimes presented as a piece of narrative, or a simple block of text. Itis expected at this
level that paragraphing is used to create a clear essay structure.

« Knowledge of the topic area: candidates need to be careful not to simplify essays too much by
relying heavily on personal experience rather than setting out more complex social issues.
Candidates must show detailed knowledge of the topic area to reach the highest marking bands.

324

» Candidates need to show more awareness of basic grammar, like the use of &9, 3. fF.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1 4 &
B IR E I 1F A LR & 4 P Ao A7 7o

A small number of candidates selected this question. This subject also had significant disparity in
performance. Although most candidates confidently dealt with the topic in terms of their knowledge around
healthy living, some candidates discussed only what constitutes sound nutrition and not the wider
ramifications adopting this lifestyle has. Some candidates probed issues such as food safety and trusting
brands, while others examined the financial implications of adopting such a regimen. This type of
performance generated the higher marks.

Question 2 L& %
— PR GG AT T A T AL %7 7

A small number of candidates opted for this task. This was a testing topic for candidates, as it required a
rather subjective assessment. The result was a significant division of opinion. Some candidates argued
strongly that physical appearance plays a key part in career success, depending on what that may constitute.
For example, in the service industry it was argued it must play some role in an employer’s decision-making
process. While other candidates focused on the person’s ability as the overall deciding factor. Some
candidates brought up the notion that life can be unfair and that is the harsh reality of the world we live in;
and others tried to highlight the idea that true talent cannot be held back. This resulted in some interesting
debate among the papers.

Question 3 A& F

“HF IR ZRIH FLAILNFRe 7 75T
The vast majority of candidates opted for this question, the majority of whom displayed sound knowledge
about the topic. This included convincing arguments showing the benefits of PE in a candidate’s life, which

included the obvious physical benefits from exercise as well as how it promotes collaborative skills, the ability
to interact, and develops a keen sense of competitiveness.

Question 4 i 2F=2 5 X &

T R L2851 [ 22 57 K AE A AT TE A

This was the second most popular topic choice. Many candidates displayed in-depth knowledge on this
subject. Almost all who opted for this question had a unified view regarding the key role played by the
migrant population and its effect on modern-day China. An impressive standard of language was used, which
included a high degree of sophistication. Overall, it was a question competently handled by the vast majority
of the candidates.

Question 5 £ &4k

A2 RIFRFER Y —FF L4, AELFL? HHA?

Too few candidates responded to this question to make any meaningful comments.
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CHINESE

Paper 9715/41
Texts

Key Messages

« Centres must read the syllabus carefully to ensure that candidates are prepared for the correct texts,
as detailed in the published syllabus.

« Candidates must abide by the rubric and only answer the required number of questions. In Section
1 option (a), all subsections must be answered.

« Part (a) of each question in Section 1 includes a passage from one of the set texts. This is a
stimulus passage, and to answer questions fully, candidates need to go further than simply relating
their answers to the given passage. They should consider how the issues raised in the selected
passage reflect the book as a whole. Part (b) of each question in Section 1 should also include
reference to the whole text.

« The questions in Section 2 and part (b) questions in Section 1 are best answered using a clear
essay structure containing an introduction and a conclusion. The use of carefully selected quotations
from the texts helps candidates to illustrate the points they wish to make or to develop their
argument. Candidates should be encouraged to show analysis of the texts in their answers,
commenting on the author’s use of descriptive and expressive techniques.

* Analysis of the text is always required. Simply re-telling the story of the text does not give candidates
access to the full range of the mark scheme.

¢ Handwriting must be legible.

General comments

Candidates taking this Texts paper showed that they had a good understanding of Chinese literature and an
in-depth knowledge of the individual books. There was evidence that some candidates had also carried out
research about the author, the background and time period in which the text was set, as they showed an
awareness of the social, political and historical context in China at the time. It is helpful for candidates to
have a basic knowledge of the historical and geographical context of the play or poem in order to understand
the underlying themes as well as the work as a whole. However, the focus of responses should be firmly on
the text itself and how such contextual knowledge helps to understand the text more deeply; the focus
should not be on the personal life of the author, unless this can be directly related to the themes in the
question.

It is important for a clear essay structure to be used, including a short introduction, the main body of the
argument and a conclusion, using clear paragraphs. Although candidates are not assessed on their linguistic
accuracy in this paper, candidates need to communicate clearly and effectively.

The essays of most candidates would have benefited from a judicious use of well-chosen brief quotations
from the texts to illustrate the points they were making. The examination questions frequently ask the
candidates to ‘give examples to explain’. The purpose of a quotation is to illustrate and support the
arguments in the essay, the candidates should avoid summarising the story but choose a short quote to
illustrate the point, then go on to explain why the quotation or reference supports the argument/discussion
running through the essay.

Once again this year there was evidence that candidates are still misreading the question paper rubrics.
Centres should ensure that candidates are familiar with the requirements of the examination; details are
given in both English and Chinese on the front of the question paper, and remain unchanged. Candidates
should answer three questions in total (choosing either (a) or (b) in each case). They should answer one
question from Section 1, one from Section 2 and the third question from either Section 1 or 2. Each answer
should be on a different text. Candidates must choose either (a) or (b) from the same question but not both
of them. If question (a) was chosen, it will include sub question (i) and (ii). It is important that all candidates
are aware of this.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1
Aga: (&) (“Shoujie” by Wang Zengqi)

(a) Most candidates understood the two characters very well and were able to discuss their
relationship and personalities. Many answers described how Mingzi went rowing in the lake
because he did not know how to deal with the feelings of first love. Some candidates showed either
a lack of familiarity or understanding of this scene, discussing instead the safety aspects of being in
the lake. In analysing the personality of Xiaoyingzi, candidates discussed the different aspects of
her disposition, including liveliness, cheerfulness and passion. The strongest responses also
compared her unrestrained personality with the introverted personality of Mingzi.

(b) This was a popular question chosen by many candidates. Most answers discussed the harmonious
natural environment of the island and the life of the monks in the Bigi Temple. Some strong
candidates used Xiaoyingzi's family as an example to analyse the folk customs of the local
community and harmonious relationships in the village.

Question 2

flae

45 (&F423F ) (Selected poems by Shu Ting)

(a) An extract from the poem {###) was given on the question paper, and many candidates were
able to show that they had understood the poem very well. Most candidates were able to talk about
the theme of the poem and the poet’s intentions, analysing the relationship between the oak and
kapok trees, focusing on the concept of love and gender equality. The strongest candidates
showed evidence of understanding the difference in the two literary techniques of symbolism and
metaphor in answering question (i).

(b) There were relatively fewer candidates who responded to this question. In many good answers,
candidates discussed how the author used symbolism to express her thoughts on gender equality.

Question 3
Frk: (#E) (“Qi wang” by Ah Cheng)

(a) A number of candidates chose this question and there were many very good answers. Most
candidates were able to look beyond the immediate material of the given passage and showed
good understanding of the theme. Good answers discussed the background of ‘I’ and Wang
Yisheng, and compared the difference in the needs and life focus between them, using detailed
examples from the book to illustrate their answer. Candidates needed to show how the given
passage reflected the themes in the book as a whole to score in the top marking bands.

(b) Candidates’ responses showed a good understanding of the characters and the storylines.
Candidates often referred to scenes in the text where Wang Yisheng was eating and discussed
Wang Yisheng’s thoughts about eating and food. The best answers included discussion of the
reasons why eating is important to the characters and the different attitudes to eating and food
each of the main characters showed in text.
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Section 2

Question 4

i (+FA¥ HITZ4T) (“Shiba sui chumen yuanxing” by Yu Hua)

(a) A number of candidates chose this question. Weaker answers only summarised the story and listed
the changes in mood of the character. Candidates needed to explain the reasons behind the mood
changes and analyse the symbolic meaning of those changes. Some very strong responses also
discussed the author’s intention and included points about the characters ‘confusion’ with the adult
world.

(b) Candidates showed good knowledge of the plot in answering this question. Many candidates
explained why ‘I’ started the journey and what the character ‘I’ discovered about the adult world.
Some essays discussed the different aspects of the character’s personality, using a controlled
structure with a clear conclusion.

Question 5
&%: (B #H) (“Sunrise” by Cao Yu)

(a) Many candidates who answered this question showed good knowledge of the text and were able to
talk about the life of the two characters Gubanainai and Cuixi in the play. Stronger responses
discussed how the two characters represented the rich and poor or two social classes. Some also
developed this point, linking the characters to the darkness of the society in the play and the
author’s intention in comparing the two character’s life experiences. Some weaker answers needed
to include a conclusion and deeper analysis to reach higher marking bands.

(b) This question generated a range of performance. Some candidates merely summarised the story
about Fang Dasheng and needed to provide a more thorough and focused answer. Stronger
candidates were able to compare Fang Dasheng with other characters, discussing the theme and
the role he played in the play.

Question 6
3 ERS: (B 4) (“Baihehua” by Ru Zhijuan)

(a) Most candidates showed evidence that they had a good understanding of the story and themes of
the text. Many good essays explained the regret felt by the newly wedded wife, and also analysed
the relationship between her and the young messenger, thus fusing the relationship between the
military and ordinary people.

(b) This question required good understanding of the author’s intention. Some candidates also
managed to show they had knowledge of literary technique — ¥4 L X. Many candidates pointed
out the reasons why the three main characters have no names in the text, giving detailed and deep
analysis. Some candidates noted that the author not only portrays the three characters as
individuals, but also deepens the theme of the story by treating them as a ‘group image’ to reflect
the relationship between the military and civilians.
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CHINESE

Paper 9715/42
Texts

Key Messages

« Centres must read the syllabus carefully to ensure that candidates are prepared for the correct texts,
as detailed in the published syllabus.

« Candidates must abide by the rubric and only answer the required number of questions. In Section
1 option (a), all subsections must be answered.

« Part (a) of each question in Section 1 includes a passage from one of the set texts. This is a
stimulus passage, and to answer questions fully, candidates need to go further than simply relating
their answers to the given passage. They should consider how the issues raised in the selected
passage reflect the book as a whole. Part (b) of each question in Section 1 should also include
reference to the whole text.

« The questions in Section 2 and part (b) questions in Section 1 are best answered using a clear
essay structure containing an introduction and a conclusion. The use of carefully selected quotations
from the texts helps candidates to illustrate the points they wish to make or to develop their
argument. Candidates should be encouraged to show analysis of the texts in their answers,
commenting on the author’s use of descriptive and expressive techniques.

* Analysis of the text is always required. Simply re-telling the story of the text does not give candidates
access to the full range of the mark scheme.

¢ Handwriting must be legible.

General comments

Candidates taking this Texts paper showed that they had a good understanding of Chinese literature and an
in-depth knowledge of the individual books. There was evidence that some candidates had also carried out
research about the author, the background and time period in which the text was set, as they showed an
awareness of the social, political and historical context in China at the time. It is helpful for candidates to
have a basic knowledge of the historical and geographical context of the play or poem in order to understand
the underlying themes as well as the work as a whole. However, the focus of responses should be firmly on
the text itself and how such contextual knowledge helps to understand the text more deeply; the focus
should not be on the personal life of the author, unless this can be directly related to the themes in the
question.

It is important for a clear essay structure to be used, including a short introduction, the main body of the
argument and a conclusion, using clear paragraphs. Although candidates are not assessed on their linguistic
accuracy in this paper, candidates need to communicate clearly and effectively.

The essays of most candidates would have benefited from a judicious use of well-chosen brief quotations
from the texts to illustrate the points they were making. The examination questions frequently ask the
candidates to ‘give examples to explain’. The purpose of a quotation is to illustrate and support the
arguments in the essay, the candidates should avoid summarising the story but choose a short quote to
illustrate the point, then go on to explain why the quotation or reference supports the argument/discussion
running through the essay.

Once again this year there was evidence that candidates are still misreading the question paper rubrics.
Centres should ensure that candidates are familiar with the requirements of the examination; details are
given in both English and Chinese on the front of the question paper, and remain unchanged. Candidates
should answer three questions in total (choosing either (a) or (b) in each case). They should answer one
question from Section 1, one from Section 2 and the third question from either Section 1 or 2. Each answer
should be on a different text. Candidates must choose either (a) or (b) from the same question but not both
of them. If question (a) was chosen, it will include sub question (i) and (ii). It is important that all candidates
are aware of this.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1
Aga: (&) (“Shoujie” by Wang Zengqi)

(a) Most candidates focused on the visual differences of the two temples in response to (i). Stronger
candidates were also able to compare the differences in the monks’ lifestyles; there were more
rules and customs to follow in the Shanyin Si (& H <F) way. In response to (ii), candidates
discussed the financial situation of Minghai’s (¥ %) family and the reason for becoming a monk.
Many of them also gave a further point about ‘taking an oath’ in order to be ‘qualified’ and receiving
a ‘formal qualification’ with more ‘benefits’.

(b) Well-prepared candidates were able to articulate and provide thorough and intelligent answers.
They systematically covered a wide range of issues including: the monks’ lifestyles, pure love
between two characters, harmonious relationships in the families, the beautiful and harmonious
natural environment, the social practice and folk customs of the local community. They also
showed considerable sensitivity to the language of the text and to the author’s intensions and
writing style in their answers.

Question 2

Al

Py

A74%:  (4F423F) (Selected poems by Shu Ting)

(a) An extract from the poem (#5741 %) was given on the question paper. Not many candidates
chose to answer this question. The maijority of candidates could identify the features of the
archaeopteryx 4578 & from the poem, mostly by selecting vocabulary items from the original text to
show that it was large, silent and lonely. There were also many good answers providing a more in-
depth response. The second part of the question (ii) proved to be quite challenging for candidates,
but some managed to show an understanding of the poet’s reflections on life, with some
philosophical insight.

(b) Many candidates showed a good understanding of the poet’s intentions and were able to analyse
her literary techniques of contrast and symbolism to express her views on love. Most candidates
chose to write about the poems (& #Ht) , (LAY or (#%*%) and produced confident
responses on the concept of love and gender equality. However, there were also some candidates
who chose to analyse poems outside of those on the syllabus, or a poem unrelated to the poet’s
views on love, e.g. {&4“%-F) which were related to different themes. Candidates are reminded
to read the questions carefully, and to maintain relevance throughout their answer to be placed in
the higher marking bands.

Question 3
Frak: (#E) (“Qi wang” by Ah Cheng)

(a) A number of candidates chose to answer this question and there were many very good answers.
Most candidates used material from the passage to help answer question (i). Stronger responses
were characterised by the ability to see how the passage related to the text as a whole; these
candidates also used their own language to discuss and analyse the physical strength and the
brain power needed for this special game, comparing it to a marathon. For part (ii), well-prepared
candidates not only discussed saving time and Wang Yisheng’s confidence, but also demonstrated
their sound understanding of the character’s personality and the theme of the text.

(b) Candidates’ responses showed a good understanding of the characters and the storylines. A good
answer not only required the description of eating habits and the concentration displayed in playing
chess, but also needed candidates to further develop why those were relevant in making Wang the
‘King of Chess.” The best responses did this in a clear and focused manner. Many good candidates
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analysed the different aspects of Wang Yisheng’s personality, and even discussed Daoism and
Confucianism in relation to Wang’s success in playing chess.

Section 2

Question 4

i (+AF HITEZAT) (“Shiba sui chumen yuanxing” by Yu Hua)

(a) This was a popular question. Quite a deep understanding of the author’s intention was required to
draw out the symbolic meaning of the text. Most candidates understood where the hotel and
bookcase were presented. Stronger responses also delivered clearly-structured essays which
included an in-depth analysis of the symbolic significance of these two items, linking this with the
main theme of the story.

(b) The majority of candidates showed good knowledge of the plot and were able to analyse the
characteristics of the driver. Strong candidates did not simply write about the driver as a bad
person, but discussed him in terms of being a symbol of society, with comparisons between his
‘maturity’ and the protagonist’s naivety. Candidates should avoid writing about their own feelings
and experiences and should rather concentrate on the author’s intentions.

Question 5
& %: (A4) (“Sunrise” by Cao Yu)

(a) There were several approaches to answering this question. Most candidates analysed
Xiaodongxi’'s personality and family situation; many answers expressed a good understanding of
the social background of oppression, and Chen Bailu and Fang Dasheng’s failure to rescue
Xiaodongxi. Some candidates even discussed the darkness of the society and the author’s
intentions. Candidates needed to do more than merely summarise the story and describe the death
of Xiaodongxi to reach the higher marking bands.

(b) This question required candidates to explain the significance of the title of the play, ‘Sunrise’. In
responses to this question, many candidates discussed the darkness of the society shown in the
play contrasting with the ‘Sunrise B %’ and the hope brought by sunrise and builders’ songs.
Conscientious candidates also analysed the themes and author’s intentions, concentrating on the
evening time in which the story happened and mentioning the poem quoted by Chen Bailu from her
ex-husband’s book ‘Sunrise’.

Question 6
&R : (B 47E) (“Baihehua” by Ru Zhijuan)

(a) Most candidates were able to provide solid and relevant work, paying close attention to the details
of the passages about the three main characters in relation to the ‘quilt’ and were able to come to a
clear conclusion. Many good answers not only talked about the role of the quilt as part of the plot in
the story, but also discussed how the author exposed people’s characteristics and their feelings
and revealed the story’s theme through the quilt.

(b) To answer this question, candidates needed to use their own language to identify the similarities or
differences between the two characters, ‘I’ and the messenger. Most candidates were able to
discuss the different characteristics of the two characters and how both of them love people and
the revolution. Some strong answers expressed that they were both ordinary people, both
dedicated to the war, and analysed this in relation to the underlying theme of the story. An element
of comparison between the characters was necessary to fulfil the requirement of the question.
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CHINESE

Paper 9715/43
Texts

Key Messages

« Centres must read the syllabus carefully to ensure that candidates are prepared for the correct texts,
as detailed in the published syllabus.

« Candidates must abide by the rubric and only answer the required number of questions. In Section
1 option (a), all subsections must be answered.

« Part (a) of each question in Section 1 includes a passage from one of the set texts. This is a
stimulus passage, and to answer questions fully, candidates need to go further than simply relating
their answers to the given passage. They should consider how the issues raised in the selected
passage reflect the book as a whole. Part (b) of each question in Section 1 should also include
reference to the whole text.

« The questions in Section 2 and part (b) questions in Section 1 are best answered using a clear
essay structure containing an introduction and a conclusion. The use of carefully selected quotations
from the texts helps candidates to illustrate the points they wish to make or to develop their
argument. Candidates should be encouraged to show analysis of the texts in their answers,
commenting on the author’s use of descriptive and expressive techniques.

* Analysis of the text is always required. Simply re-telling the story of the text does not give candidates
access to the full range of the mark scheme.

¢ Handwriting must be legible.

General comments

Candidates taking this Texts paper showed that they had a good understanding of Chinese literature and an
in-depth knowledge of the individual books. There was evidence that some candidates had also carried out
research about the author, the background and time period in which the text was set, as they showed an
awareness of the social, political and historical context in China at the time. It is helpful for candidates to
have a basic knowledge of the historical and geographical context of the play or poem in order to understand
the underlying themes as well as the work as a whole. However, the focus of responses should be firmly on
the text itself and how such contextual knowledge helps to understand the text more deeply; the focus
should not be on the personal life of the author, unless this can be directly related to the themes in the
question.

It is important for a clear essay structure to be used, including a short introduction, the main body of the
argument and a conclusion, using clear paragraphs. Although candidates are not assessed on their linguistic
accuracy in this paper, candidates need to communicate clearly and effectively.

The essays of most candidates would have benefited from a judicious use of well-chosen brief quotations
from the texts to illustrate the points they were making. The examination questions frequently ask the
candidates to ‘give examples to explain’. The purpose of a quotation is to illustrate and support the
arguments in the essay, the candidates should avoid summarising the story but choose a short quote to
illustrate the point, then go on to explain why the quotation or reference supports the argument/discussion
running through the essay.

Once again this year there was evidence that candidates are still misreading the question paper rubrics.
Centres should ensure that candidates are familiar with the requirements of the examination; details are
given in both English and Chinese on the front of the question paper, and remain unchanged. Candidates
should answer three questions in total (choosing either (a) or (b) in each case). They should answer one
question from Section 1, one from Section 2 and the third question from either Section 1 or 2. Each answer
should be on a different text. Candidates must choose either (a) or (b) from the same question but not both
of them. If question (a) was chosen, it will include sub question (i) and (ii). It is important that all candidates
are aware of this.

BB Cambridge Assessment
QP International Education ©2017




Cambridge International Advanced Level
9715 Chinese November 2017
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1
Aga: (&) (“Shoujie” by Wang Zengqi)

(a) Most candidates understood the two characters very well and were able to discuss their
relationship and personalities. Many answers described how Mingzi went rowing in the lake
because he did not know how to deal with the feelings of first love. Some candidates showed either
a lack of familiarity or understanding of this scene, discussing instead the safety aspects of being in
the lake. In analysing the personality of Xiaoyingzi, candidates discussed the different aspects of
her disposition, including liveliness, cheerfulness and passion. The strongest responses also
compared her unrestrained personality with the introverted personality of Mingzi.

(b) This was a popular question chosen by many candidates. Most answers discussed the harmonious
natural environment of the island and the life of the monks in the Bigi Temple. Some strong
candidates used Xiaoyingzi's family as an example to analyse the folk customs of the local
community and harmonious relationships in the village.

Question 2

flae

45 (&F423F ) (Selected poems by Shu Ting)

(a) An extract from the poem {###) was given on the question paper, and many candidates were
able to show that they had understood the poem very well. Most candidates were able to talk about
the theme of the poem and the poet’s intentions, analysing the relationship between the oak and
kapok trees, focusing on the concept of love and gender equality. The strongest candidates
showed evidence of understanding the difference in the two literary techniques of symbolism and
metaphor in answering question (i).

(b) There were relatively fewer candidates who responded to this question. In many good answers,
candidates discussed how the author used symbolism to express her thoughts on gender equality.

Question 3
Frk: (#E) (“Qi wang” by Ah Cheng)

(a) A number of candidates chose this question and there were many very good answers. Most
candidates were able to look beyond the immediate material of the given passage and showed
good understanding of the theme. Good answers discussed the background of ‘I’ and Wang
Yisheng, and compared the difference in the needs and life focus between them, using detailed
examples from the book to illustrate their answer. Candidates needed to show how the given
passage reflected the themes in the book as a whole to score in the top marking bands.

(b) Candidates’ responses showed a good understanding of the characters and the storylines.
Candidates often referred to scenes in the text where Wang Yisheng was eating and discussed
Wang Yisheng’s thoughts about eating and food. The best answers included discussion of the
reasons why eating is important to the characters and the different attitudes to eating and food
each of the main characters showed in text.

BB Cambridge Assessment
QP International Education ©2017




Cambridge International Advanced Level
9715 Chinese November 2017
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Section 2

Question 4

i (+FA¥ HITZ4T) (“Shiba sui chumen yuanxing” by Yu Hua)

(a) A number of candidates chose this question. Weaker answers only summarised the story and listed
the changes in mood of the character. Candidates needed to explain the reasons behind the mood
changes and analyse the symbolic meaning of those changes. Some very strong responses also
discussed the author’s intention and included points about the characters ‘confusion’ with the adult
world.

(b) Candidates showed good knowledge of the plot in answering this question. Many candidates
explained why ‘I’ started the journey and what the character ‘I’ discovered about the adult world.
Some essays discussed the different aspects of the character’s personality, using a controlled
structure with a clear conclusion.

Question 5
&%: (B #H) (“Sunrise” by Cao Yu)

(a) Many candidates who answered this question showed good knowledge of the text and were able to
talk about the life of the two characters Gubanainai and Cuixi in the play. Stronger responses
discussed how the two characters represented the rich and poor or two social classes. Some also
developed this point, linking the characters to the darkness of the society in the play and the
author’s intention in comparing the two character’s life experiences. Some weaker answers needed
to include a conclusion and deeper analysis to reach higher marking bands.

(b) This question generated a range of performance. Some candidates merely summarised the story
about Fang Dasheng and needed to provide a more thorough and focused answer. Stronger
candidates were able to compare Fang Dasheng with other characters, discussing the theme and
the role he played in the play.

Question 6
3 ERS: (B 4) (“Baihehua” by Ru Zhijuan)

(a) Most candidates showed evidence that they had a good understanding of the story and themes of
the text. Many good essays explained the regret felt by the newly wedded wife, and also analysed
the relationship between her and the young messenger, thus fusing the relationship between the
military and ordinary people.

(b) This question required good understanding of the author’s intention. Some candidates also
managed to show they had knowledge of literary technique — ¥4 L X. Many candidates pointed
out the reasons why the three main characters have no names in the text, giving detailed and deep
analysis. Some candidates noted that the author not only portrays the three characters as
individuals, but also deepens the theme of the story by treating them as a ‘group image’ to reflect
the relationship between the military and civilians.
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