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Answer all questions.
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Exercise 1

Read the following information about a koala sanctuary, a place where koalas are protected, and then 
answer the questions on the opposite page.

Gumtree Koala Sanctuary

Koala facts

Many people call these wonderful animals ‘koala bears’, but in fact their correct 
name is simply ‘koalas’. They are not actually bears, they are a type of mammal 
called a marsupial. Other marsupials include wombats, which are the koala’s closest  
relatives, kangaroos and wallabies.

We have about 40 koalas in our sanctuary at any one time: male and female, young and old. Did you 
know that female koalas generally live longer than males? You can tell them apart by their faces – 
males have larger ones. Another way to distinguish them is by the pouch that females have on their 
front. This is like a pocket, and it’s where baby koalas live for the first six or seven months of their life.

Koalas spend much of their time in trees, so they need to be able to climb and hold on easily. They 
have long arms, strong back legs, and long, sharp claws on their paws. Each paw has five digits 
(fingers or toes), and while there is only one thumb on each back paw, there are actually two on 
each front one. On the back paw, one of the digits does not have a claw on it, and it is used for 
keeping their fur clean.

Koalas can’t see very well, so they use their other senses more. They have good hearing, which 
helps them to tell if there’s anything dangerous nearby. But they rely most of all on their highly 
developed ability to smell, which they use to detect other koalas, and also to find their favourite food!

Our koalas

The koalas in our sanctuary are here for several reasons. Some come here because they have been 
injured, for example if they have been hit by a car or attacked by a dog. Although this happens to 
many koalas, what is more serious is habitat loss – in other words, there is less space for them to 
live in the wild because towns and cities are getting larger. As a result, it is becoming more and more 
common for us to see koalas near our homes. Usually koalas spend most of their time sleeping in 
trees, but if you see one sitting under a tree, it is probably unwell. Another sign of sickness is if it 
doesn’t move away when approached. Koalas can easily get a particular type of infection, and this is 
usually as a result of stress. We treat many sick koalas here at the sanctuary, and aim to return them 
to the wild within a short time. However, some will stay here for the rest of their lives.

We hope you enjoy your visit to the sanctuary. And remember, the money from your ticket is used to 
help care for these beautiful animals!
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 (a) Which species are koalas most closely related to?

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

 (b) How do male and female koalas differ in appearance? Give two details.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................................[2]

 (c) What is unusual about koalas’ front paws?

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

 (d) Which is the koala’s strongest sense?

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

 (e) What is the biggest threat to koalas nowadays?

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

 (f) How can you tell if a koala is ill? Give two details.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................................[2]

 (g) What commonly causes many koalas to get an infection?

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

 [Total: 9]
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Exercise 2

Read the following article about an organisation called Hostelling International, and then answer the 
questions on the opposite page.

Hostelling International

The idea of opening youth hostels first came from Germany in 1909, when a teacher called Richard 
Schirrmann saw the need for overnight accommodation for students on school trips to the countryside. 
This teacher’s own school was the first building to be used as a youth hostel during the holidays, with 
classrooms being temporarily converted to accommodate beds. Soon after this, he opened a hostel 
that could be used throughout the year, in a castle in the same town.
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The idea of youth hostels quickly spread across Germany, 
and in 1919, Schirrmann founded the German Youth Hostel 
Association. By 1932, the movement had spread worldwide, 
and the International Youth Hostel Federation came into 
existence in that year. It wasn’t until 2006 that this became 
Hostelling International (HI), as the organisation is now known. 
Despite the change in name, the organisation has the same 
values, and its purpose remains to provide accommodation 
around the world that young people can afford. The head office 
of the organisation is currently based in a town just outside 
London, in Welwyn Garden City, and more than 70 national 
youth hostel associations are members, with more than 4000 
hostels worldwide. This number continues to grow, supporting 
another aim of the organisation, which is to enable young 
people to experience different cultures.

Every year, awards are given to hostels, in five different categories. These include Most Comfortable 
Hostel, Friendliest Hostel and Best Hostel. In 2012, the Green Award was introduced. There is also 
an award for Best Country, which was won by the USA in 2013. In order to find out what the hostels 
are really like, guests are asked to give feedback. There are also regular inspections by the HI team. 
The intention of the organisation is that all hostels should provide the same high standards for their 
guests.

Hostels are always interesting places to stay in because of the variety of people you meet in them. It’s 
a great way to develop a better understanding of other people – which is another of the organisation’s 
objectives. But some hostels are interesting for other reasons too. For example, the accommodation 
is not always what you might expect. You can stay in a jumbo jet in Stockholm, or in a lighthouse in 
California, just 25 miles south of San Francisco. And if you like getting away from it all and staying 
in the middle of nowhere, that is possible too. After all, another intention of the organisation is to 
encourage young people to look after the countryside. The top five remote hostels include Loch 
Ossian Hostel in the Scottish highlands, and Hostel Ytra Lón, in Iceland, where the nearest town 
now has a population of zero. But being remote doesn’t necessarily mean that a hostel will be basic 
or uncomfortable. At Rampart Creek Hostel, Canada, for example, after a hard day of trekking in the 
mountains, you can unwind in the hostel sauna, while you plan your next day’s adventures.

One of the best ways to find out about the organisation and its hostels is to go online, at  
www.hihostels.com
In 2013, the organisation developed The Big Blog Exchange on its website, as a way to engage with 
people all around the world and of course to broadcast their aims to a wider audience.
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 (a) What type of building was the first permanent youth hostel in?

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

 (b) When was the International Youth Hostel Federation set up?

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

 (c) In which town is the headquarters of Hostelling International?

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

 (d) According to the chart, which two countries have the same number of hostels, and which 
country has the largest number of hostels?

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

 (e) Which is the newest of the five awards that hostels around the world can win?

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

 (f) How does Hostelling International check the standards of its hostels? Give two details.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................................[2]

 (g) What is unusual about the hostel near San Francisco?

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

 (h) Which remote hostel is located near an uninhabited town?

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

 (i) What does the hostel at Rampart Creek have to help you to relax?

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

 (j) What is the name of the online project which was set up to help communicate the aims of 
Hostelling International?

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

 (k) What are the aims of Hostelling International? Give four details.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................................[4]

 [Total: 15]
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Exercise 3

Joanne Morris is a student at an international school in Birmingham, England. She has always been 
into music, and three years ago, she formed a band called ‘Sunshine’ with two of her friends, Molly 
Roberts and Suki Takashi. However, Molly had to move away after a year, so they stopped playing. It 
wasn’t until six months ago that another person, Anne-Marie Bois, joined them. The three 17-year-olds 
renamed the group ‘The Ladybirds’, because they thought it sounded more interesting.

Although Joanne was the lead singer in ‘Sunshine’, she chose to let Suki take over in ‘The Ladybirds’. 
Joanne is thinking about learning to play the drums, but at the moment plays the keyboards with 
the group, and sometimes sings too. Anne-Marie can play the flute really well, but in the band she 
plays the violin. They sometimes perform well-known songs together, but they prefer to try to write 
their own music, and they think that’s what makes their group stand out. They often practise in the 
music room at school, and last week their teacher heard them, and suggested that they enter a talent 
competition. They found out that the winners will be able to go to a professional recording studio and 
record some of their music, which they would all love to do. So, Joanne has offered to fill in an entry 
form on behalf of the group. She phoned the organisers, who said they could send a form by post to 
her home address, 327 Edgemoor Road, Birmingham, B19 2AG; or they could email it to her – at 
jomo@morrisfamily.com – which she chose, as it would be quicker.

The competition consists of two rounds. In the first round, three judges decide which groups are 
good enough to stay in the competition. This takes place on two evenings: 12 December, which will 
be Joanne’s 18th birthday, and 14 December. Joanne wants to have a party on her birthday, so the 
group would prefer to go on the second evening. If they get through, the next round is the final, when 
judges choose the winners. Each performer will be allowed to invite up to five guests, which means a 
maximum of fifteen for ‘The Ladybirds’. Between them, they have twelve friends who they would like to 
invite, but they also want their parents to come along, so they will only ask nine of their friends. Joanne 
will ask for the full number of tickets to be reserved.

They can only play one song in the competition. They came up with three choices: a well-known rock 
song, a hip-hop piece written by Suki, and a jazz song that Anne-Marie adapted. In the end, they asked 
their teacher for advice, and he suggested that Suki’s song was their best chance. There is a fee for 
entering the competition, which must be paid by cash or by credit card before the end of November. 
Joanne will use her mum’s card, as that is safer than putting cash in the post.

Imagine you are Joanne. Fill in the entry form on the opposite page, using the information 
above.
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Talent Competition Entry Form

SECTION A: Personal details

Full name:  ...........................................................................................................................

Age:  ....................................................................................................................................

Email address:  ....................................................................................................................

SECTION B: Your group

Name of your group:  ...........................................................................................................

Name of lead singer: ...........................................................................................................

Which instruments are played in your group? (list all)

.............................................................................................................................................

Which type of music will you play in the competition? (circle one)

  blues     classical     hip hop     jazz     rock

How long have you all been playing together? (tick one box)

less than a year             1–2 years          2 or more years 

SECTION C: Competition details

The first round: 

Which date can you attend?  ...............................................................................................

Entry fee (£30 – due by 30 November):

How will you pay? (delete)    cash OR credit card

Guest tickets for the final (£5 each):

Total required:  .....................................................................

SECTION D

In the space below, write one sentence of between 12 and 20 words stating what you think is special 
about your group and why you want to enter the competition.

 [Total: 8]
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Exercise 4

Read the following article about living without money, and then complete the notes on the opposite 
page.

The moneyless man

Mark Boyle, who has written a book called ‘The Moneyless Man’, woke up one morning in 2008 and 
made the decision to give up using money for a year. It wasn’t a sudden decision, but something he 
had been considering for a long time.

Seven years previously, Mark had been studying in his final year of a business and economics degree 
in Ireland. He came across a DVD about Gandhi, who said that if you want something to change, you 
have to make it happen yourself. Although Mark didn’t have any idea what changes he wanted to 
make back then, he was deeply impressed by Gandhi’s idea.

After graduating, Mark spent several years managing organic food companies, but he came to 
realise that even businesses such as these were not environmentally-friendly enough. Many still used 
excess plastic packaging, and imported food from overseas, for example. Basically, he realised that 
as consumers nowadays, we lack awareness of our impact on the environment. We don’t have to 
observe the destruction that is involved in the production of the food and other things that we buy. 
As a result, we waste too much of everything. He realised that if we grew our own food, we wouldn’t 
throw away so much of it, as some people do today. If we made our own tables and chairs, we 
wouldn’t get rid of them just because we wanted a new style or colour in our living room. If we had to 
clean our own drinking water, we wouldn’t waste it so freely.

Mark decided that as long as money exists, these problems would not go away. So, in 2008, he 
decided to give up money, initially for one year. First of all, he had to find a place to live in. He located 
a caravan on the website ‘Freecycle’, where people give away things they no longer need. And he 
decided to volunteer three days a week at an organic farm, in return for a place to park his caravan. 
Having no way of paying for gas or electricity to keep warm, he burned old wood from the farm as 
fuel.

Food is of course a necessity, but Mark soon found a way to provide himself with what he needed. He 
grew fruit and vegetables, and gathered more from the countryside. He then realised he could offer to 
do some work in exchange for other types of food.

Mark discovered that in a moneyless world, everything takes much more time. For example, 
handwashing clothes is far slower than using a washing machine, and cycling several miles to 
collect something takes more time and energy than driving or catching the bus or train. However, 
he discovered that cycling was a cheaper alternative to going to the gym, and much more enjoyable 
too. Another realisation was that he preferred spending time doing something productive rather than 
wasting time in front of the television. And finally, he found that by the end of the year, he valued 
his friendships even more than he had done before. And that was what made his experiment so 
worthwhile.
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You are going to give a talk to your class about Mark Boyle, the moneyless man. Prepare some notes 
to use as the basis of your talk.

Make short notes under each heading.

Why Mark chose to live without money:

•  ...............................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................

How Mark avoided using money:

•  ...............................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................

What Mark learned from living without money:

•  ...............................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................

 
 [Total: 9]
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Exercise 5

Read the following article about a music journalist who tried to learn how to conduct an orchestra.

Write a summary of the advice given on how to conduct an orchestra.

Your summary should be about 100 words long (and no more than 120 words long). You should 
use your own words as far as possible.

You will receive up to 6 marks for the content of your summary, and up to 5 marks for the style and 
accuracy of your language.

Conducting an orchestra

I’ve had some strange requests from my editor in the 
past. I’ve been to a concert in a prison; I’ve attended a 
performance where each member of the audience had 
to listen to the music through individual headphones; 
I’ve watched bands playing on rooftops. But I wasn’t 
prepared when my editor greeted me one morning with 
these words: ‘How do you feel about trying to conduct 
an orchestra?’

With a rising sense of panic, I realised that I couldn’t even read sheet music, and started to regret 
the fact that I’d given up violin lessons at the age of ten. As far as I was concerned, conducting was 
an incomprehensible sign language, and I would need some help if I was going to accept my editor’s 
request.

The only way forward was to sign up for a one-day course in conducting. My tutor began by playing 
me a short recording of classical music, and she demonstrated some simple hand gestures. But 
each time she did this, I became obsessed with copying it precisely. She explained that this wasn’t 
necessary, as each conductor has their own way of moving their arms. The point of this exercise 
was to give me confidence in my movements. So, it didn’t matter if I made three beats look like an 
imaginary triangle or showed them as points along a line.

After that, she showed me a short video of a three-year-old boy who was listening to some music and 
pretending to conduct. This was inspiring, yet also hilarious to watch. You could see his excitement 
with the music as he waved his arms about wildly as it got louder, then suddenly made himself into a 
small ball when it was quieter. Basically, she explained that you need to feel a passion for the music 
to enable you to relax into it, and to let yourself move freely.

We then watched another recording, this time about ‘power poses’, or ways of standing to make you 
feel more in control. The trick is to stand in a way that makes you seem bigger – tall and straight, 
with your legs apart, and your arms out, or raised in the air. Otherwise, you immediately give the 
impression of being less powerful, or weak. The same impression is given if you apologise, for 
example if you are worried you won’t be good enough or you haven’t practised as much as you think 
you should have done. 

My final task was to meet my musicians, and the first thing I found myself doing was exactly what I’d 
been warned not to do – I apologised for being nervous. But then I remembered what I should be 
doing. By making eye contact, I suddenly found that the whole orchestra was with me and following my 
moves. I’m not sure what my hands were doing, but I concentrated on getting the rhythm right. Then I 
realised that I was focusing mostly on one of the violinists at the front, who seemed to be responding 
well to my movements. I’d been ignoring a cellist at the back, who needed more encouragement. Even 
though it seemed that I had to be looking at twenty different people at the same time, as well as the 
music in front of me, it wasn’t as difficult as I’d thought it would be to engage with everyone. I did it!
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[Total: 11]
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Exercise 6

Last week, your class held an ‘international food evening’ for the whole school to come to.

Write an email to a friend, telling him/her about the international food evening.

In your email, you should:

 • explain how you helped to arrange the international food evening

 • describe what happened on the evening

 • say why it was so successful.

The pictures above may give you some ideas, and you should try to use some ideas of your own.

Your email should be between 150 and 200 words long. 

You will receive up to 10 marks for the content of your email, and up to 9 marks for the style and 
accuracy of your language.
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Exercise 7

Some people think that having sports lessons at school is a waste of time.

Here are two comments which have been made by students in your class:

It’s more important to focus on  
academic subjects at school.

Children learn useful skills by taking 
part in sport.

Write an article for your school newspaper, giving your views.

The comments above may give you some ideas, and you should try to use some ideas of your own.

Your article should be between 150 and 200 words long.

You will receive up to 10 marks for the content of your article, and up to 9 marks for the style and 
accuracy of your language.
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