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Section A: Education

Question 1
1 ({a) Explain how the achievernant of pupils may ba influanced by pupil sub-culiures, 9]

(b} ‘Cpporunities io achieve at school are limited to a few privileged groups” Assess this viaw,
[16]
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96

Mark scheme

1 (a) Explain how the achievement of pupils may be influenced by pupil sub-cultures. [9]

0-4

A Taw general observabons aboul pupils’ educatonal achevemeant, with no direct
links to the question, would be worih 1 or 2 marks. A basic account of what is maant
by pupil sub-cullure, with no further development in relation to the guestion, would
be placed in the higher part of the: band,

Lower in the band, answers are |kely to provide a basic account of how
achievameant at school may ba influenced by pupil sub-cullures. An account of this
kind might focus on explaining just one link belwean pupd sub-cullure and
educational achiesvement, or several relevant links may be noted, but in a list-like
way. Higher in the band, answears will be more defailed, and different links batweaan
pupil sub-cultures and educational achievemant will be explorad,

(b} ‘Opportunities to achieve at school are limited to a few privileged groups.” Assess this

vhew,

06

=11

12-16

[16]

A few simple points aboul educational achievemant, with no direct links o tha
question, would fit the lower part of the band, A few assertions about which groups
have tha beller opportunities o achieve al school, with no furhar develapmeant,
would meit a mark in the upper part of the band.

A sound sociological description of some groups which have the better opporiunites
to achieve at school, would be warth 7 or 8 marks. This might include references 1o
relevant social divisions based on class, ethnicity, gendar, and disabllity. To reach
the higher par of the band, there must also be some attempt to explain why some
graups may have balter aducational opportunities than other groups. Howewvear, tha
explanations offered at this level may lack detall, There may be little or no explicit
attermpt to assess the view on which the quastion is based, in answears that merit this
band,

Answers al this level will provide a good account of sociological explanations for
why some groups may have betier opportunities for educational achievement than
othar groups. Thara will also ba an altempl (o assess the view on which tha gueslion
i based. Lower in the band, the assesament may be confined o a few simple
arguments o support or reject the view asxpressad in tha question. To go higher in
the band, the assessment must be more developed and should cover a wider range
of points for or against the view that some groups have bsatter educaticnal
opporiunies than ofher groups. One way o deliver a good assessment for
example, would be through drawing on the debales between libaral theories of
education and conflicl thearies. Sophistication in the analysis mighl also ba
demonsirated through considering the position of different groups within the
education sysfem, for example, girlstboys, working class/middle class, different
ethnic groups, able/disabled.
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Example candidate response — grade A
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Examiner comment — grade A

(a) The candidate made good use of references to labelling theory to illustrate how pupil sub-cultures
may influence educational achievement. The points made were well supported with links to relevant
sociologists and sociological theories. Higher marks would have been awarded had the candidates
discussed a wider range of links between pupil sub-cultures and educational achievement. The answer
also lacked detailed references to particular types of pupil sub-culture.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 9

(b) The candidate made good use of the Marxist theory of education to explain why opportunities to
succeed at school may be limited to privileged groups. This was supported with useful references
to other sociological perspectives on educational inequality, including the work of Bourdieu and Ball.
Brief references to functionalist and feminist theories also helped to add context to the answer. Higher
marks would have been awarded had the assessment of the Marxist theory been more developed and
questioning developed.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 20 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade C
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Examiner comment — grade C

(a) The candidate rightly distinguished between in-school and out-of-school factors as influences on
educational achievement. Some examples of each type of factor were considered. However, the
answer lacked detail and there was scope to include more references to relevant factors, studies and
theories.

Mark awarded =5 out of 9

(b) The candidate made some helpful contrasts between the functionalist and Marxist theories of
education. Some relevant concepts were discussed, including the idea of material deprivation. The
answer lacked detailed coverage of the different theories of education. More marks could also have
been achieved by considering the evidence from relevant studies of educational achievement.

Mark awarded = 9 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 14 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade E
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Examiner comment — grade E

(a) The candidate made a basic attempt to define the concept of a sub-culture and also advanced some
reasons why sub-cultures are formed. However, the answer lacked substantive references to the links
between pupil sub-cultures and educational performance. To gain higher marks, the focus needed to
be on sub-cultures within the context of education. There also needed to be references to appropriate
sociological theories and studies of education.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 9

(b) The candidate rightly interpreted the question as providing an opportunity to discuss the Marxist theory
of education. The account of that theory covered some relevant points, though it lacked detail and
references to appropriate theorists. The response was narrow in the range of points covered and the
candidate was unable to provide any details about other relevant theories of educational achievement,
such as the functionalist and feminist views. Also lacking from the answer was an assessment of the
Marxist theory.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 2
2 (a) Explain how the interaction between teachers and pupils may influence educational
performance, [9]

(b) ‘The social construction of knowledge favours some pupils over others.” Assess this view. [16]

Mark scheme

2 (a) Explain how the interaction between teachers and pupils may influence educational
performance. 9]

() A few assertions about educational performance in general, with no links to
teacher/pupil interaction, would be worth 1 or 2 marks. A simple account of one way
in which teacher/pupil interactions may influence aducational performance, would be
placed in the higher part of the band.

54 An answer that provides a basic account of how teacherpupll interaction may
influence educational performance, would be placed in the lower part of the band.
The explanations in a basic account will lack detail and may be confined to a narrow
range of points. Higher in the band, the answar will ba more devaloped and may
include references to relevant studies and/or cover a wider range of links bebwvesen
teacher/pupil interactions and educational performance. Good answers may also be
distinguished by the use of relevant links to the interactionist perspective.

(b) 'The social construction of knowledge favours some pupils over others.' Assess this
view. [16]

=6 A few simple points about the nature of inequality in the education system would be
placed in the lower part of the band. A simple account of how knowledge is
constructed in relation to the education system, with no further links to the guestion,
woulkd merit a mark in the top half of the band.

=11 A basic account of how knowledge s constructad, with no attempt to explain how it
might affect educational outcomes, would be worlh ¥ or 8 marks. To be placed
higher within this band, there must be some attempt to explain in what ways the
construction of knowledge may favour some groups of pupils over othars. The
discussion might, for example, focus on the middle class nature of the official
curriculum, or might consider Bernslein's ideas aboul language codes. Links to
gender andfor ethnicity issues in the construction of knowledge might also be
considered in answering this question.

12=16 Answers at this level will demonstrate a good understanding of the possible links
between the construction of knowledge and the educational achievement of different
groups of pupils. There will also be an assessment of the view on which the
guestion is based. Lower in the band, the assessment may be confined to a few
simple points supporting or rejecting the view on which the guestion is based. Better
answers will provide a more detailed assessment, and reasoned conclusions will
emerge about the extent to which the construction of knowledge has a significant
influence on the educational performance of different groups of pupils. A high-guality
answer might include references to relevant theoretical parspectives, such as the
Marxist and interactionist theories.

Cambridge International AS and A Level Sociology 9699 111



Paper 3 Social Inequality and Opportunity

112

Example candidate response — grade A
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Examiner comment — grade A

(a) The answer started with an accurate account of Bourdieu’s concept of cultural capital. This was
followed by a discussion of the role of language as an influence on pupil/teacher interaction. A further
paragraph was devoted to a summary of Keddie's study of comprehensive schools. The answer would
have gained even higher marks had there been a more direct focus on the processes of interaction.
This might have included, for example, a discussion of labelling, pupil sub-cultures, streaming and the
impact of ethnicity on interaction.

Mark awarded = 7 out of 9

(b) The candidate used a range of relevant references to construct a well-informed answer to the question.
Some of the thinkers covered were Bourdieu, Usher and Edwards, and Stephen Ball. The answer also
included a good discussion of the influence of ethnicity on the social construction of knowledge. Higher
marks would have been awarded had the answer included a more detailed assessment of the view on
which the question was based.

Mark awarded = 13 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 20 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade C
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Examiner comment — grade C

(a) The answer included some useful references to language codes and labelling as aspects of the
interaction between pupils and teachers. The candidate also rightly considered both positive and
negative outcomes of pupil and teacher interactions. To gain higher marks, the references to labelling
theory might have been situated in the context of links to particular theorists and research evidence. A
more subtle analysis would also have made use of the concepts of social class, gender and ethnicity as

influences on the nature of pupil and teacher interaction.

Mark awarded =5 out of 9

(b) The candidate made good use of the concept of cultural capital to show how what is classed as
‘knowledge’ may favour the interests of the more privileged groups in society. The Marxist and feminist
perspectives were also used to good effect in discussing how the social construction of knowledge
may favour some groups more than others. Overall, the answer lacked sufficient focus on how
knowledge may be socially constructed to gain marks at the top of the range. The assessment offered
was also rather general and confined mainly to a simple contrasting of different theories of education.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade E
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Examiner comment — grade E

(a) The candidate offered a few general observations about how the interaction between teachers and
pupils might impact on educational performance. However, the range of points offered was narrow and
lacked detail. To gain higher marks, the answer needed to include references to relevant sociological
concepts, research studies, and theories.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 9

(b) The answer demonstrated only a limited understanding of what is meant by the social construction
of knowledge. There were a few general reflections on the nature of education, assessment and the
curriculum, but this material lacked clear links to the question. The answer failed to draw on references
to relevant theories about how knowledge is socially constructed and there were no links to appropriate
research evidence.

Mark awarded = 7 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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Section B: Global Development

Question 3
3 (a) Explain the relationship between low income and poor health. [9]
(b} ‘Aidis ineffective in reducing global poverty'. Assess this view. [16]

Mark scheme
3 (a) Explain the relationship between low-income and poor health. 9]

0—4 A few assertions about the causes of poor health, with little or no direct relevance to
ther question, would be placed in the lower par of the band. A simple account of one
way in which low income may be linked to poor health, would be placed in the top
half of the band. A simple account of this kind would likely be based on general
knowledge rather than specific sociological evidence and analysis.

9 Lower in the band, answers will demonsirate a sound understanding of the
relationships betwean low income and poor health. However, the range of points
covered may be narrow and/or lacking in detail. Higher in the band, the explanations

offered will be detailed, and a good range of links between low income and poor
health will be covered.

(b) ‘Aid is ineffective in reducing global poverty’. Assess this view. [16]

06 A few simple comments aboul the role of aid in developing counfries, with no direct
links o the question, would be placed in the lower part of the band. Some simple
observations about the impact of aid on global development in general, with liftle
saciological underpinning, would merit @ mark in the top halfl of the band.

=11 A basic account of the impact of aid in reducing global poverty, perhaps one-sided
or lacking detail, would be placed in the lower part of the band. A baller answer
would show greater recognition of the complexity of the relationships between aid
and poverty reduction, However, there may be [ittle or no explicit attempt at
assessment at this level.

12-16 At this level, there will be a good account of the relationship between aid and
attempts o alleviate poverty. There will also be an assessment of the view on which
the guestion is based. Lower in the band, the assessment may be confined to a few
simple points supporting or rejecting the view on which the question is based. To be
placed higher in the band, the assassment must be more datails and will recognise
the complexity of the issues involved and the difficulty of drawing firm conclusions
aboul the effactiveness of aid in reducing poverty. High-quality answers may
distinguish between different types of aid and will consider different definitions of
poverty. Links to relevant theoretical perspectives may be another feature of good
AN SWErs,
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Example candidate response — grade A
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Examiner comment — grade A

(a) The candidate’'s answer was based around an exploration of different dimensions of the cycle of
poverty and their impact on health. This was a thoughtful and well-chosen approach. To gain higher
marks, however, the precise links between poverty and poor health might have been described at
greater length. There was also scope to include more references to relevant studies and concepts.

Mark awarded = 7 out of 9

(b) The candidate made some relevant points about the limitations of providing aid and argued the case
for a broader approach to reducing global poverty. More marks would have been awarded had the
candidate cited examples of particular types of aid or aid programmes. The assessment could also have
been more developed and included references to appropriate theories of development and/or studies of
the effectiveness of aid programmes.

Mark awarded = 12 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 19 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade C
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Examiner comment — grade C

(a) The candidate noted that insanitary living conditions and lack of access to health care resources are
factors helping to explain the relationship between low income and poor health. However, the points
lacked development of the kind that might have been provided through the use of examples and/
or references to relevant studies. It would also have been necessary to cover a wider range of links
between poverty and ill health to gain high marks.

Mark awarded =5 out of 9

(b) The answer covered some relevant points about the limitations of aid and made use of references to
relevant theoretical perspectives, including the New Right. However, there was insufficient coverage
of relevant arguments for and against the effectiveness of aid programmes to merit high marks. The
answer also lacked references to particular examples of aid programmes.

Mark awarded = 8 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 13 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade E
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Examiner comment — grade E

(a) The candidate provided a few basic observations about why poor health and low income may be
interrelated. However, the answer lacked detail and there were no references to relevant studies or
theories. A wider range of links between ill health and low income needed to be considered in order to
merit higher marks.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 9

(b) The answer was rather short and lacking in range of relevant comments. A few basic points
were offered about why aid may be important in development, but the response demonstrated
little awareness of the relevant sociological discussions about the strengths and limitations of aid
programmes. Better answers included references to relevant studies and theories of development.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 7 out of 25
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Question 4
4 (a) Explain how rapid urban migration may affect a society, 9]
(b) Assess the strengths and limitations of the world-systems theory, [16]

Mark scheme

4 (a) Explain how rapid urban migration may affect a society. 2]

0—4 A few assertions about the nature of migration, with little or no direct focus on the
question, would be placed in the lower part of tha band. A belter answer al this level
might offer a simple explanation of one or two ways in which rapid urban migration
may affect a society, Answers that focus on the causes of urban migration rather
than an the consaquences, would gain no more than 2 marks.

5-9 Lower in the band, there will be a basic account of a few ways in which rapid urban
migration might affect a society. Answers may be somewhat list-like or elsa narrow
in the range of impacts covered. To go higher in the band, the answear must provide
greater detail about the effects of rapid urban migration. Rapid urban migration
might lead to lssues such as: overcrowding, potential for ethnic conflict, health care
and sanitation issues, economic disruption and high levels of unemployment,
environmental pressures, the breakdown of traditional rural cultures and
communities,

(b) Assess the strengths and limitations of the world-systems theory. (16)

06 A few simple points about the factors affecting development, with no direct links o
the guestion, would be placed in the lower part of the band. A better answer at this
level might explain in a simple way the main features of word systems theory, but
without considering the strengths and limitations of the theory,

7-11 A basic account of world systems theory, without a reference to strengths and
limitations, would be placed in the lower part of the band. Betler answers at this
leval will identify some strengths and limitations. However, there may be litde or no
explicit attempt to assess world systems theory at this level. Candidates who are
able to situate world systems thaory in the context of the reaction against the more
optimistic claims of modernisation theory, are likely to merit the higher part of the
band.

12-16 Answers that fit this band will provide a good account of the strangths and limitations
of world systems theory. There will also be an attempt to assess the value of that
theory. Lower in the band, the assessment is likely to be developed through the
juxtaposition of world systems theory with other explanations of the factors affecting
development. This might include modemisation theory and dependency theories,. To
go higher, the assessmenl must be explicil, and well-reasoned conclusions will be
reached about the overall value of world systems theory as an approach to
understanding issues affecting growth and development.
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136

Example candidate responses for grade A and grade C are unavailable for Question 4.

Example candidate response — grade E
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138

Examiner comment — grade E

(a)

(b)

The candidate rightly noted that rapid urban migration might lead to overpopulation in urban areas and
excessive competition for resources. The answer also included some reflections on the causes of urban
migration, though this material was tangential to the question and so gained little credit. To gain higher
marks, it was necessary to cover a wider range of consequences of rapid urban migration, such as
anomie, social dislocation, increase in social tensions due to competition for scarce resources, health
and medical issues, and problems of homelessness.

Mark awarded =5 out of 9

The answer demonstrated only an indirect understanding of world systems theory. By focussing mainly
on issues of migration and deprivation in developing countries, the answer was too narrow to provide a
full response to the question. Better answers to this question examined directly the ideas of Wallerstein
and made contrasts with other theories of development by way of assessment. Where empirical
material was used in high scoring answers, such as references to evidence of migration and poverty in
developing countries, this was well linked to the key features of world systems theory.

Mark awarded = 7 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 12 out of 25
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Section C: Media

Question 5
5 (a) Explain how media representations of women may vary. [9]

(b) Assess the extent to which different social groups receive and interpret media messages in
differant ways. [16]

Mark scheme
5 (a) Explain how media representations of women may vary. [9]

04 A few observations about the content of the media, which are of broadly sociological
relevance without directly linking to the question sel, would be worth 1 or 2 marks. A
simple description of some popular images of women in the media, with no further
development, would merit the top half of the band

5-9 A basic account of the way in which women may be represented in the media, would
trigger the lower part of the band. To be placad higher in the band, the answer must
also explain why it is difficult to generalise about images of women in the media.
Reasons why it iz difficult io generalise about images of women in the media
include: the media is subject to change; different media may represent women in
different ways; thera are differances in the representation of different groups of
women based on age, ethnicity and class; images of women in the media may be
diverse and contrasting.

(b) Assess the extent to which different social groups receive and interpret media
messages in different ways. [16]

0-6 A few assertions about the role or influence of the media, with little sociological
bearing, would be placed in the lower half of the band. A simple account of how
audiences receive and interprel media messages, with only limited sociological
inzsight, would merit being placed in the top half of the band.

7-11 A basic account of how audiences may receive and inlerprel media messages,
perhaps referring to the hypodermic syringe and uses and gratifications models,
would be worth 7 or 8 marks. A better answer would focus on explaining why
audiences may receive and interpret media messages in different ways. This is
likely to include appropriate references to factors such as social class, ethnicity, age
and gender. Answers may also include references to relevant studies of audience
recaption, including those by Ang, Hargrave, Skirrow, Gray, Jhally and Lewis,
Gillespie, Gunter and McAleer, Cumberbatch and Megrine.

12-16 Answers at this level will provide a good account of the reasons why audiences may
receive and interpret media messages in different ways. There will also be an
assessmeant of the extent to which audience reception varies between different
groups. Lower in the band, the assessment may be confined to a simple
juxtaposition of different arguments and research findings pointing fo differences in
the way audiences receive and interprel media messages. To be placed higher in
the band, the assessment must engage explicitly with the issues raised by the
question, and well-reasoned conclusions will emerge about the extent to which
media massages are interprated and racelved differently by differant social groups.

Cambridge International AS and A Level Sociology 9699 139



Paper 3 Social Inequality and Opportunity

140

Example candidate response — grade A
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Examiner comment — grade A

(a)

(b)

The candidate provided a good range of examples of how the representation of women in the media
may vary between different types of media and across time. There was some support from references
to relevant thinkers, such as McRobbie. To gain even higher marks, the answer might have included
more use of relevant concepts (such as stereotyping, cultural hegemony, and patriarchy) and references
to theories, particularly different feminist views of the media.

Mark awarded = 7 out of 9

The answer made intelligent use of references to various models of media influence to suggest
reasons why different groups may be affected by the media in different ways. The theories to which
the candidate referred included the uses and gratification model, the hypodermic syringe model

and the cultural effects perspective. Some use was also made of the concept of cultural hegemony

in considering neo-Marxist views of the media. To gain even higher marks, the answer might have
included more detailed examples to show how various groups may be affected by the media differently.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 22 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade C
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Examiner comment — grade C

(a) The answer included some helpful links to the post-modernist view of how women are presented in the
media. Some examples of the media presentation of women were included, but there was scope to
include a wider range of examples. The answer also lacked appropriate references to other sociological
theories, including different strands of feminist theory.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 9

(b) The candidate offered some useful reflections on how gender and ethnicity may influence the way
people are affected by the media. However, the examples lacked support from references to relevant
sociological studies and theories. To gain higher marks, there needed to be more use of relevant
sociological concepts and research findings. Higher marks would also have been awarded had the
candidate considered a wider range of factors that influence how media messages are received by
different groups.

Mark awarded = 8 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 14 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade E
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Examiner comment — grade E

(a) The candidate made a few relevant observations about how women are represented in the media.
However, the answer was short and lacked appropriate references to sociological studies and theories.
Better answers to this question covered a wider range of examples of how women are represented in
the media and also made links to sociological explanations and theories of the media, particularly the
feminist perspective.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 9

(b) The answer was based mainly around a summary of the main features of the Marxist, pluralist and
feminist theories of the media. Links to the issues raised by the question were left largely implicit. To
gain higher marks, it was necessary to specify particular social groups and explain how and why they
may be affected by the media in particular ways. Although the candidate made reference to disabled
groups, the analysis failed to show in any detail how these groups are affected by the media.

Mark awarded = 7 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 6
6 (a) Explain how different types of media influence the way news is presented. 91
(b) Assess theories of the madia that are based on the concept of cultural hegamony. [16]

Mark scheme
6 (a) Explain how different types of media influence the way news is presented. 9

0—4 A basic account of the different types of media, with no further development, would
be worth 1 or 2 marks. An account of soma factors thal influence tha presentation of
news, with no links to different types of media, would rigger the higher part of the
band.

5-9 Answers at this level must focus on explaining the impact of diferent (ypes of media
on the way news is presented. Lower in the band, the answer may be limited to
covering a narrow range of media or the points offered will lack detail. Better
answers will cover a wider range of media, and will provide more detail about the
impact of each type of media on the way that news is prasented. Good answers may
draw relevant distinctions between, for example, abloid and broadshest
newspapers, radio and television, new media and fraditional media.

{b) Assess theories of the media that are based on the concept of cultural hegemony. [16]

05 A few assertions about the impact of the media on social behaviourfvalues, with litile
sociological foundation, would be placed in the lower hall of the band. A simple
attempt to explain what is meant by culiural hegemony, probably with some
inaccuracy or lack of clarity, would merit being placed in the iop half of the band.

7=11 A sound account of what is meant by cultural hegemony, with no links to the media
specifically, would be worth 7 or 8 marks. A better answer at this level will explain
the concepl of cullural hegemony in relation o the media specifically. The
discussion may be rather general and will fail to distinguish between different
contributions to the study of cultural hegemony in relation to the media. There may
be litile or no explicit assessmeant al this level,

12-16 Answers at this level will provide a good account of the concept of cultural
hegamany and ts use in different studies of the media. Thara will also be an attempt
to assess the usefulness of the concept in studying the media. Lower in the band,
the assessment may be limited o a few simple points aboul the limitations of
Marxist theory in general. Batter answers will provida a more detailed assassmant,
referring perhaps to the strengths and limitations of different studies of the media
that draw on the concept of cultural hegemony. Studies of the media that have usad
the concept of culiural hegemony include thoze carried out by Hall, Fairclough, and
the Glasgow Media Group.
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Example candidate response — grade A
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Examiner comment — grade A

(a) The candidate demonstrated a good understanding of how news is socially manufactured. This was
supported with relevant examples and references to the work of particular sociologists. A few points
were made about how the presentation of news may differ depending on the type of media. These
points needed to be more developed and wider ranging, however, to merit a mark at the top of the
mark range.

Mark awarded = 7 out of 9

(b) The candidate rightly placed the concept of cultural hegemony in the context of Gramsci's work.
Appropriate links between the concept and the workings of the media were outlined and supported
with references to relevant thinkers and studies, such as Hall and the Glasgow Media Group. Some
assessment of the value of the concept of cultural hegemony was offered, including useful references
to neo-Marxist contributions. However, the assessment needed to be more searching in order to merit
a mark at the top of the mark range.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 21 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade C
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Examiner comment — grade C

(a)

(b)

The candidate drew some useful contrasts between the presentation of news by the new media and
the traditional media. There was also an attempt to consider the particular characteristics of news
presentation by the broadcast media. However, the answer overall lacked detail and needed to cover a
wider range of relevant points in order to gain higher marks. Good answers to this question also often
included references to appropriate research studies and theories.

Mark awarded =5 out of 9

The candidate offered an explanation of what is meant by cultural hegemony, but it lacked detail

and clarity. There were some useful references to the work of Hall's studies of media and this was
supported with links to the work of Fairclough and The Glasgow Media Group. The answer included a
paragraph of assessment that relied mainly on contrasts between pluralist and neo-Marxist theories

of the media. To gain higher marks, the candidate needed to demonstrate a deeper understanding of
the idea of cultural hegemony and how it has been adapted for use in media studies. The assessment
offered also needed to be more detailed and cover a wider range of alternative theories and approaches
to the study of the media.

Mark awarded = 11 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 16 out of 25

Cambridge International AS and A Level Sociology 9699



Paper 3 Social Inequality and Opportunity

Example candidate response — grade E
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Examiner comment — grade E

(a) The answer relied mainly on a discussion of news presentation in general. There were some helpful
references to different types of media, but overall the response lacked detail. Better answers to this
guestion distinguished clearly between different types of media and how each may present the news
differently. Good answers also included references to relevant sociological explanations and research
findings.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 9

(b) The candidate demonstrated only a limited understanding of the concept of cultural hegemony. The
example of how images of the family are constructed as part of the process of achieving cultural
hegemony was offered, but the discussion lacked strong links to the issues raised by the question.
The answer also lacked a sustained assessment of the value of the concept of cultural hegemony in
studying the media.

Mark awarded = 7 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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Section D: Religion

Question 7
7 (a) Explain how religion may bring about soclal change. (9]
{b) The power of organised religion is declining in modern industrial societies.” Assess this view,
[16]

Mark scheme
7 [a) Explain how religion may bring about social change. 9]

0-4 A few assertions about the role of religion, with no direct links to social change,
would be placed in the lower half of the band. A simple account of one way that
religion may bring aboul social changa, would reach the top hall of the band. A
simple account will lack detail and may include some inaccuracy andfor lack of
clarity.

5=9 A basic account of one or two ways in which religion may bring about social change,
would be placed in the lower part of the band. To go higher in the band, the account
musl be more detailed and/or wider-ranging in the explanations offered. Good
answers are likely to show a sound understanding of relevant theories of religion,
such as the Marxist, Weberian and functionalist views, Also reward candidates who
rafer 1o appropriate examples of how religion helps to effect social change, such as
the work of Luther King in the US civil rights movement, the impact of religion in

opposing apartheid in South Africa, and the example of liberation theology in South
Amarnca.

(b) ‘The power of organised religion is declining in modern industrial societies.’ Assess
this view. [16]

0=6 A few observations about the nature or rode of organized religion, without direct links
to the guestion, would be placed in the lower part of the band. A simple account of
why the power of organised religion may be declining, with no further development,
would merit being placed in the higher part of the band.

7-11 A basic description of the saculansation thesis, parhaps with some inaccuracy and
lack of detail, would be placed in the lower part of the band. To go higher in the
band, there would need to be a more delailed treatment of the secularisation
dabata, with different indicators offerad of how the power of organisad religion may
be declining in medern industrial societies. Evidence used (o illustrate the supposed
decline in organised religion might include church attendance and membership
figures, public influence of established religious organisations, and studies of trends
in religious belief. However, the discussion at this level may be one-sided and may

be lacking an explicit assessment of the idea that religious influence is in decline in
miodern industrial societies.
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12-16 Answers at this level will demonstrate a good understanding of the secularisation
thesis. There must also ba an assessment of the idea that the power of organised
religion iz declining in modem industrial societies. Lower in the band, the
assessmeanl may consist of simply describing a few arguments for and/or against the
sacularisation thesis. Better answers will engage more directly with the debates and
will develop well-reasoned arguments for supporiing & particular view about the
Influence of organised religion in sociely today. High-quality answers may also show
other elements of sophistication, such as distinguishing betwean different types of
secularisation (Casanova), or drawing international comparisons about the degree
of secularisation in different countries (Martin, Davie, Bruce), or discussing the
notion of religious revival (Kepel), or distinguishing accurately between organised
religion and other forms of religious expression.
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Example candidate response — grade A
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Examiner comment — grade A

(a)

(b)

The answer began well through providing a summary of Weber's ideas about religion and the rise of
capitalism. Some useful contrasts were made with the functionalist and Marxist theories of religion,
and the answer concluded with some reflections on fundamentalism and post-modernist theory. To
gain higher marks, the discussion of Weber's ideas might have been more detailed and/or further
examples might have been used to illustrate how religion can bring about social change.

Mark awarded = 7 out of 9

The candidate offered a sound account of the idea that scientific ways of thinking may be eroding the
influence of religion in modern societies. This account was linked to the Marxist theory of religion.
Evidence was offered against the idea that religious influence is declining, including some helpful
references to new religious movements and to the rise of fundamentalism in some parts of the world.
To gain even higher marks, the answer might have covered a wider range of arguments in favour of the
secularisation thesis and included a sustained assessment of those points.

Mark awarded = 13 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 20 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade C
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Examiner comment — grade C

(a) The candidate rightly recognised that the question offered an opportunity to discuss Weber's theory
of religion. There was a brief summary of Weber's ideas about the rise of capitalism. A more detailed
account was required to achieve higher marks, however. There were useful references to liberation
theology and charismatic leadership, but again not quite detailed enough to merit high marks

Mark awarded =5 out of 9
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(b) The answer began with a discussion of the links between marginalisation and religious participation.
Although this material was relevant in answering the question, the candidate needed to explain
the relevance in greater detail. The same point applied to the discussion of cults that formed the
middle part of the answer. The response concludes with some useful references to the concept of
secularisation and the work of Wilson. However, a more detailed summary and assessment of the
secularisation thesis was required to gain higher marks.

Mark awarded = 11 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 16 out of 25

Example candidate response — grade E
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Examiner comment — grade E

(a) The answer relied mainly on a few reflections about the nature of religion and how it may contribute
to bringing about social change. There were no references to relevant sociological explanations and
theories, nor were there any links to appropriate studies of religion and social change. Better answers
often took as their starting points the ideas of Max Weber on the relationship between Protestantism
and the rise of capitalism. There were also some good responses that discussed contemporary
examples of religion influencing social change, such as references to liberation theology and the
influence of the Taliban in Afghanistan and neighbouring regions.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 9

(b) The candidate noted that the power of organised religions may be declining through a failure to appeal
to believers in the modern age. This was supported with references to the growth of cults and sects,
such as the Moonies. Although these points had some relevance in answering the question, the
response overall lacked an appropriate structure and failed to provide the detailed discussion of relevant
issues that was required to gain high marks. Better answers demonstrated a good understanding of the
secularisation thesis and its relevance for answering the question.

Mark awarded = 8 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 12 out of 25
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184

Question 8
8 (a) Explain the factors that influence which groups are most likely to engage in religious practices.
[5]
(b) Assess the functionalist theory of religion. [16]

Mark scheme

B (a) Explain the factors that influence which groups are most likely to engage in religious
practices. 9]

0—4

59

A few simple observations about which social groups are more likely to angage in
religious practice, with no explanations offered, would be placed in the lower part of
the band. A simple account of one factor that might explain which groups are more
likely to engage in religious practice, would ba placad tha top half of the band.

A basic account of a few factors that might influence which groups are more likely to
engage in religious practices, would be placed in the lower part of the band. A basic
account will lack detail, such as references to appropriate studies and evidence, or
will be narrow in the range of factors covered. To be placed higher in the band, the
answer must cover a good range of relevant factors and should demonstrate a
sound sociological understanding of why some groups are more likely to engage in
religious praclices than other groups, Studies of social groups and religiosity that
might be used, directly or indirectly, in answering thiz guestion include: Brieriay,
Modood, Miller and Hoffman, Bruce, Woodhead, Bird, Voas and Crockett, Heelas,

{b) Assess the functionalist theory of religion. [18]

0-6

7-11

12-16

A few points about how sociologists might explain the existence of religion, or iis
role in society, would be placed in the lower part of the band. A simple account of
one or two features of the funclionalist theory of religion, would merit being placed in
the higher part of the band.

A basic account of one contribution to the functionalist theory of religion (for
example, Malinowski or Durkheim or Parsons), would be worth up to 9 marks. A
betler answer at this level will accuralely describe the functionalist theary of religion
in general, or would cover the individual confributions of more than one funclionalist

writer on religion. There may be little or no explicit attempt at assessment at this
lavel,

Answers at this level will provide a good account of the functionalist theory of
religion. This is likely to include refarences to differant strands of funclionalist thaory
andfor to different funciionalist writers on religion. The answer will also include an
assassment of the functionalist theory of religion. Lower in the band, the
assassmeant s likely to be in the form of the juxtaposition of different theores of
religion. To be placed higher in the band, the assessment must be explicit and
direct, highlighting the strengths andfor limitations of the functionalist theory,
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Example candidate response — grade A
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Examiner comment — grade A

(a) The candidate made some useful points to explain why women may be highly represented among
those practising religion. There was also an attempt to link religious practice to social class influences
through references to a Marxist perspective on religion. To gain higher marks, the answers needed to
cover a wider range of explanations for why religious participation may be higher among some groups
than others.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 9

(b) The ideas of different functionalist theorists (Durkheim, Malinowski and Parsons) were summarised
accurately. There was also an assessment of the functionalist theory of religion. This relied mainly on
contrasts with the Marxist and feminist theories of religion. Better answers to this question included a
more detailed assessment. Some good answers also made references to appropriate studies of religion
as a way of supporting or questioning the functionalist theory.

Mark awarded = 12 out of 16
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Total mark awarded = 18 out of 25

Example candidate response — grade C
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Examiner comment — grade C

(a)

(b)

The candidate rightly noted that gender, ethnicity and social class are likely to influence patterns of
religious practice between different social groups. Examples of how each of these three factors might
influence the extent of religious practice were offered. To gain higher marks, the points made about
gender, ethnicity and social class needed to be supported with evidence from relevant studies and/or
references to particular sociologists who have written on the subject. There was also scope to make
use of references to appropriate sociological perspectives, such as the feminist and post-modernist
contributions to the analysis of patterns of religious observance.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 9

The candidate demonstrated a good understanding of the functionalist theory of religion. The ideas

of different functionalist theorists were summarised accurately and some appropriate concepts were
discussed. The use of functionalist concepts might have been more detailed and wider ranging,
however. The assessment of functionalist theory was delivered mainly through contrasts with Marxist
theory. To gain higher marks, the assessment needed to be more analytical and draw on a wider range
of theoretical perspectives and research evidence.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 16

Total mark awarded = 16 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade E
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