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Question 2
Section B: American Option
The Origins of the Civil War, 1846—1861

Lincoln and Disunion, 1861
2 Read the sources and then answer both parts of the question.

Source A

No state, upon its own mere motion, can lawfully get out of the Union. Acts of violence against the
authority of the United States are insurrectionary or revolutionary, according to circumstances. |
therefore consider that the Union is unbroken. | shall take care that the laws of the Union be faithfully
executed in all the states. | trust this will not be regarded as a menace but only the declared purpose
of the Union that it will constitutionally defend itself. In doing this there needs be no bloodshed or
violence, unless it be forced on the national authority. The power confided in me will be used to hold,
occupy and possess the property and places belonging to the government and to collect duties. There
will be no invasion — no using of force against or among the people anywhere.

From Abraham Lincoln’s first inaugural address, 4 March 1861.

Source B

If | understand the inaugural speech aright, that purpose which seems to stand out clearly and directly is
one which must lead to war against the confederate or seceding states. | must say frankly to gentlemen
on the other side that | do not see how, if we adopt the principles of the inaugural, that is to be avoided.

The President declares expressly that he intends to treat those states as though they were still members
of the Union, as though the acts of secession were nothing. As they claim to be independent, there can
be no result except a collision. In plain, unmistakable language he declares that it is his purpose to
hold, occupy and possess the forts and arsenals in those states. We know that he can hold them only
by dispossessing the state authorities.

From a speech in the US Senate by Thomas Clingman, Democratic Senator for North Carolina,
6 March 1861.

Source C

| submit to the Senate that the friends of peace have much to rejoice at in the inaugural address of the
President. It is a much more conservative document than | had anticipated. It is a much more pacific
and conciliatory document than | had expected. After examination, | am clearly of the opinion that the
administration stands pledged by the inaugural to a peaceful solution of all our difficulties, to do no act
that leads to war and to change its policy just so often and whenever change is necessary to preserve
the peace.

From a speech in the US Senate by Stephen Douglas, Democratic Senator for Illinois,
4 March 1861.
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Question 2, continued

Source D

For the comfort of secessionists who have denounced Lincoln for the ‘declaration of war’ which they
contend is contained in his inaugural speech, we copy the following extract from the National Anti-
Slavery Standard of 9 March. This fanatical paper is as bitter against Lincoln for not declaring war as
the secessionists are abusive of him for a pretence that he has declared war. The two extremes are
acting together in favour of disunion.

‘The [inaugural] speech was made with the face turned towards the South and with both knees bowed
down before the idol it worships. Lincoln should have plainly set forth the encroachments of slavery
upon the rights of the North and shown how they had culminated in the disruption of the Union. He
should have proclaimed his intention of stopping the encroachments and restoring the Union by the full
exercise of all his constitutional power. Then he would have taken a position which even his enemies
would have admired.

From the Fayetteville (North Carolina) ‘Observer’, 14 March 1861.

Answer both parts of the question with reference to the sources.
(a) Compare and contrast Sources A and B on the likelihood of secession leading to war.  [15]

(b) How far do Sources A to D support the view that President Lincoln’s inaugural address was
bound to lead to war? [25]
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Mark scheme

Section B: American Option
The Origins of the Civil War, 1846-1861

Lincoln and Disunion, 1861

Indicative Content

(a)

(b)

26

Compare and contrast Sources A and B on the likelihood of secession leading to war.
[15]

Source A, from Lincoln’s first speech as President, argues that secession is unlikely to lead
to civil war. First of all, he denies that a state can secede ‘upon its own mere motion’, which
means that he refuses to acknowledge the secessions which occurred between the federal
election and his inauguration. He finally states that the federal government will not use force
against the people ‘anywhere’. However, in between, he does say that bloodshed is possible
if the federal government’s authority is challenged. Thus there is a possibility that secession
will lead to war but the federal government will not be the one to start it.

Source B, from a Southern Democrat, argues that secession is bound to lead to war. The
seceded states see themselves as having left the USA, as being independent. The US
President argues that no state has left the Union as it cannot do so on its own. When the
president acts to control federal forts in seceded states, as he says he will, war is bound to
follow. If the differences are clear, so are some similarities. Neither source wants to be seen
as starting the war; both sources need to find ways of justifying their side going to war should
it break out.

How far do Sources A-D support the view that President Lincoln’s inaugural address
was bound to lead to war? [25]

Context: President Lincoln made his address in March 1861, five months after he won the
presidential election — and that he did by winning most Northern states. He was a sectional
president who had to address a great national problem. In the South, he was not on the
ballot for the seven states which seceded between December 1860 and February 1861.
Southerners saw Lincoln as either an abolitionist or too weak to stand up to the abolitionists.
Even before the election, many in the South argued that to choose Lincoln would be to
choose disunion. In the next five months, a lame-duck Buchanan presidency did nothing to
confront disunionist forces in the South. The secession of the seven states meant that the
likelihood of conflict between North and South was much greater than it had been at election
time. In March, war had still not yet occurred and Lincoln’s speech was as conciliatory to the
South as possible — without conceding the right of states to secede unilaterally. The practical
issue of control of federal territory in seceded states remained a major problem, however,
and five weeks after the speech political divisions gave way to military conflict as the state of
South Carolina bombarded Fort Sumner.
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Mark scheme, continued

Analysis: Source A provides evidence of Lincoln’s approach to the secession problem,
which is best described as unyielding yet unprovocative. He is not going to accept secession
but neither is he going to order federal forces to invade secessionist states. He will defend
the Union, however, and uphold federal law in all the states of the USA. Thus Source A
rejects the assertion even if it accepts that war might result.

Source B takes the opposite stance. The North Carolina Democrat argues that the Southern
states see themselves as having broken away from the USA. However cautious Lincoln
might be in keeping control of federal forts in disunited states, the South is bound to oppose
him, by force if necessary. Source C supports the view that the inaugural address is not
bound to lead to war as Douglas maintains that Lincoln will make any concession necessary
to keep the peace. Source D is a Southern report of an abolitionist newspaper article which
criticises Lincoln as making too many concessions to the South. Thus Source D suggests
that Lincoln is not set on war with the South, that war is not bound to occur. Only Source B
argues that it is.

Evaluation: Source A is Lincoln’s first public address as federal president when he is facing
constitutional and political problems of unprecedented complexity. He has just taken an oath
of office by which he agreed to ‘preserve, protect and defend’ the constitution of the USA.
Seven states have refused to accept his authority. He has to speak to and for all parts of the
USA. Source A shows Lincoln steering a careful line between concession and compulsion.
To abolitionists, according to Source D, this is a sign of weakness. Southern politicians, as in
Source B, understand Lincoln’s position but believe it makes war unavoidable. Context
shows how narrow a path Lincoln had to walk by the time he took office. Emotions were
running high, especially in the South, and his best efforts to defend the constitution failed to
prevent the probable becoming unavoidable just a few weeks later.

Source B is a public speech made by a Southern senator just two days after Lincoln’s
inaugural address. The extract is quite an accurate description of the situation facing the
USA and its president, which is a surprise as it comes in a public speech made by a
Democrat from a state which was soon to secede. The source shows the importance of
different perceptions and how they affect arguments and actions.

Source C is a public speech made by a Northern Democrat and the defeated rival of Lincoln.
Again, his speech is something of a surprise as he praises Lincoln for his inaugural address.
His analysis falters when he asserts that the federal government has ‘to do no act which
leads to war and to change its policy’ whenever needed to keep the peace. Source A shows
Lincoln is not so accommodating and thus undermines Source C.

Source D contains two arguments in one. It contains the abolitionists’ argument that Lincoln
should stand firm against the South. It also contains the Fayetteville Observer’s use of that
argument to address Southern extremists. It is unclear whether the Observer was or was not
keen on secession and war. Certainly abolitionists were willing to risk war in order to defend
the constitution and defeat slave power. Many Northerners, including Lincoln himself, had
believed that Southern talk of secession was bluff. Even after Lincoln’s inauguration, many
believed war was avoidable. Events in South Carolina were to prove them wrong. The
evaluated sources support a modified version of the assertion, namely that Lincoln’s
inaugural address made war much more probable.
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Example candidate response — high
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued

Q\\'\Q\mm N sot Mowe Y Vueden of vvw\h\\n o rauin  owacly
\M \/\\CO\N\ dx\é NN N 5 \Y\G\qu‘C'\l NAA»QQS M*ﬂ\-@——ol p-e,\'\\)f)\
\AN\Qn\Wow&h \o\/\&r&’v%‘\wlﬁecedd M\a\ﬂe(lppef

avea—once PWO{F Q\m‘\lr\ r%, Uneoln NM:\V‘@r Ihowe ioe-QV\
ay\e o ‘O\O\*mmk\q Cd\dxemv\ o thweajen Ho Cor\GeAQrom Witk

wardd Suskeode MN\ fautber and vae Helt thancs of wfwww’r
seCsfon o\, WS com e seen Wmmv\ I J«f.c\amb\w\

Mre m\v\ \ﬁs\)\weck\m\ow\\’ stodes  wopda SPceo\e Lk e’ @esBrok
QWWM&S\SWSMW Prodt
=y %C@a\@ Stodks 0 ro sWn fining Kor he \QP)\\Q\I@S frot
We Uwon 35 SR Sunbrolan/ \’\Qx\(o %5 assehon  thak
'\\}CV\ o\nd M\q\w\'
Ut \\O«Q\mﬂ v\&&WSS was Short 9\\Q\I\KA Cﬂlmﬁsl\
\,\‘\Co\“(\ WS w\c\&r g N\Se mess\m T JTUNL < ’(\A \)\wm\ vml)
hWod to e fle Conkd)etum S\wo R\O\M\o\ fe Unlon by

O\WRf\o\ o Kt Peian M&o\km 5 \)\\wk\\x woc\o&ws
\Jéx H\we com & 0 Rt QXLQQ’r a olpn 7 o)k{vv\p\-\\\m o

epossess _onnexed. won napreby byt Contedermyy m.\m}&\g
S"\W\\N\M\Q\ 39 MK ﬁ’fs wv\’xro\SRV\a\ NALSVI U\Co\“\s
nOOess tn Sowvce F and e %\aws o Uncoln s
Q\L(u%\\t*@&) Q\O\@\h\‘\?\) ; /w\q\\\b“’ Tk |

Souwves N, c,0 Rk e Hless ok Uncoln’s \‘“C’\%\MDJ\
addcese \’“‘M b&)«\é Yo (end fo wor, \n A, Gron sckoe
3;\"N\\\)\ Sa)s tak W will PSRN e \Laon by -CemEA.L\LL
\;\g\m Wi poner o T o\d occupuy amd possess e Qropecty

%Qxamm to ¥ w&v\ww‘r’ — & dieck @ fereng to
N\NZ»%QA N (ropRiy \o\J\ Yo Com&o\amu WA
Uncoln Wen-s os sl pm’+ {; 'l (‘A‘\Cd,@rmn\ T WnAGH
nod it ownsaedng e Hess thok AWt was \oom) Yo \eod 4,
Wi, e i) Rikexcy o o degeq of forcdhaledss_os
Qo Seks oY neerdon LNV SIS Nt Kyhmer teod
Xe C""\Q‘l&m‘o&\ hog SN Q\w\(o ok 6\ \n ucce?h\o\ or

Cambridge International AS Level History 9389



Paper 1 — Document question

32

Example candidate response — high, continued

donoing Tis  wdamadine of nqw > Jdon propevtyy le

'\)\('\ CO(\QQARJ'QL\\ Wl howe ‘o mC(Qp\» g QQQQSSQS\OY\

Ww\ Wt ¢ o ok So Wale it dees not é\\reec\u addvess Tl

't'(:\c\’ RAVAN Semgé—\%\s Yo o, Poe 5 S E\(\Mr\esgk\mj—

\m\res o Coonn $ox QX\%Q“&}Q e({t-\&« 0(\)\N0v\ ‘Kﬂw"e\\\'\% tho

A xaddneg ;. war T REwNe Oﬂ-’s\\)-\\\\l} o RO tene  foons 112
Qm@e&zmu as o ko, On pe ofer hapd, Seunce C

T CX\%\’\\x%m& ok Cncon’s \\N;\osu\ro\l 0dd 55 has

N@csw\\x w&ﬂ&é war by q\f\\r\d\ frg nessoge OF ady Ale

J
Wwdow vf\\\\o\ﬁgg o o\é\oo-}' OW\\J\ pO\\CU\ ‘o QVQSZW‘Q =

eowe ” Wwidn w\\\ ov&vw\k wory (he Soowze’s  relin ) M

W ageiNonalle  he Yo b oxcpssuely oohw'l“‘nc forg wWith

&629(\/"‘ QO\QTN o o\ba\\w\d}\mtw 2k —05(—— No(ﬂ—tvv\

X
imon, ;\\mq‘\\f) hdng e O\3\Mm\ of | wer Rrator, Dw\@\m'
World Bee 0sH hond wWowded o ouse woca)e  much

We Yo mofve o Souweo &, ‘Mé\\\o\ dn) e N\nsq\/\\\o\(

e A\ mss%&k\ ot war. e \'w\/-h' vy M\\,\\?’\/b’

DO\\N\S(\CU\V\K\\\ D sk Subile —accopt: 15 vw) SuppOChv

0{' (Meon's speotn  swnd condenans v\bo\%\m\m‘ Lor M\r

oMotk on e seetn fhok eowgs tren lege w  boAter

M\n Y—MQSPW\K@& Wy, K—Ouxw \AKS U\N\}O‘(\\/ \’(O\I\K,\/ter', & J\-QSY\:}
@r&d{\j aower PR guetthine on whetlry Uncolg 5

v\é\é\\&sz wo bowed e \ted fo wav, ed so Comnot

ol M WA Yo @i of suport flk e STs, Buckge,

WA, GO
O\"Q/"\O\)\\ Pl So0tS ol O\M"m\m\l\ D&‘Smﬂﬁflw\mm\u

M Q ’(\\m}r Lo\ 7 \\\O\Q\M\a\ O\AA&SJ s ot bmm\

2 \eod Yo WO, SBee "(‘WG\VWW‘\'——@%‘\”WD—

Wﬁ Loir \M\\r(’/\\o\\x’\(\j CO\\ASZA \(JU\J He wmybves OF
Yo 9%0\\(LYF/ NS R A \’\—e,\\l) Covvmot B0 Wsed o

S\mm A moalon, On A oA handy B/s tlial) )

k\fe o TR Mundves f Ko wrator WeONT \‘\‘!Sl.bgae@%\

scopeank opdiseig he Ane e sosces &\C\)r\x% the

Cambridge International AS Level History 9389



Paper 1 — Document question

Example candidate response — high, continued
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Examiner comment — high

Part a

This response has a strong and clear focus on both the sources and the question asked. As a result, the
candidate is able to compare and evaluate the sources and show similarities and differences between the
two with specific reference to the ‘likelihood of secession leading to war’. This answer is awarded a mark at
the bottom of Level 4. This is a strong response which could have been improved by making some of the
evaluation a little more coherent. Overall, however, this is a clear and well-structured answer to the question.

Mark awarded for part a = 12 out of 15

Part b

This answer is strongly focused on both the sources and the question, and contains a real attempt to test
how far the sources support the assertion that ‘President Lincoln’s inaugural address was bound to lead to
war’. The candidate groups the sources into those which agree and those which disagree with the assertion,
and this helps to make this response reach the higher levels of the mark scheme. The candidate is also able
to appreciate the subtlety of the language in the question and uses the word ‘bound’ to test the sources,
especially C. This is a sign that the candidate is really engaging with the material. The candidate makes
various attempts to evaluate the source material, and although these are not always successful, they are
enough to put the answer at the bottom of Level 4. A higher mark would have been awarded if the answer
had made sure that the source evaluation was full and valid as well as being tied to the requirements of the
question.

Mark awarded for part b = 16 out of 25

Total marks awarded = 28 out of 40
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Example candidate response — middle
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 1 — Document question

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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38

Examiner comment — middle

Part a

This response is able to concentrate on using the sources and makes a good attempt at looking for
similarities and differences between the two. The answer makes some strong points about the differences
and is able to illustrate these using content from the sources. There is also enough explanation of similarities
to place the answer at the bottom of Level 3 in the mark scheme. In order to move further up the mark range
the answer would need to be more precise in the use of contextual knowledge and explain the similarities
and differences more clearly. As the marking suggests, the answer is a little confused at times and needed
to be much clearer.

Mark awarded for part a = 8 out of 15

Part b

The answer starts clearly by briefly sorting the sources into those which agree and those which disagree with
the assertion given in the question. The response then goes on to analyse the sources, but struggles to
demonstrate any clear understanding of their content and tone. For example, there is some confusion over
the origin of Source D. In the rest of the answer, the candidate is able to use the sources to support and
challenge the assertion and so is awarded a mark within Level 3. However, the slightly confused attempts at
evaluation do not aid the response and so cannot be awarded any marks. For a higher mark, the answer
would need a clearer structure which would enable the evaluation to be clearly linked to arguments about
whether the sources support or challenge the assertion.

Mark awarded for part b = 11 out of 25

Total marks awarded = 19 out of 40
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Example candidate response — low
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40

Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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Examiner comment — low

Part a

The answer starts with an extended description of Source A and then goes on to compare Source B and
explain the differences between the two sources. The candidate has a good understanding of the sources so
the answer is awarded a mark at the top of Level 2. However, the candidate does not highlight any valid
similarities between the two sources. For a higher mark, the response would need to look at both the
similarities and the differences between the sources, and attempt to use source evaluation to contrast them.

Mark awarded for part a = 7 out of 15

Part b

The response opens with reference to Lincoln keeping the peace, which is not really the focus of the
question and shows that the candidate has not quite got to grips with the requirements of this section. The
candidate then discusses the issue of war and peace in 1861 but without direct reference to the sources. As
a result of some confusion over what the question is asking, the sources are not really used to support or
challenge the assertion and so the answer is awarded a mark at the top of Level 1. For a higher mark, the
response would look more closely at the question and use the sources to directly agree or disagree with the
assertion. Contextual knowledge is needed to support this rather than large chunks of general knowledge.

Mark awarded for part b = 5 out of 25

Total marks awarded = 12 out of 40
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