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Question 2, continued 
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Mark scheme 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – high  
 
Part a 
This response has a strong and clear focus on both the sources and the question asked. As a result, the 
candidate is able to compare and evaluate the sources and show similarities and differences between the 
two with specific reference to the ‘likelihood of secession leading to war’. This answer is awarded a mark at 
the bottom of Level 4. This is a strong response which could have been improved by making some of the 
evaluation a little more coherent. Overall, however, this is a clear and well-structured answer to the question. 
 
Mark awarded for part a = 12 out of 15 
 
Part b 
This answer is strongly focused on both the sources and the question, and contains a real attempt to test 
how far the sources support the assertion that ‘President Lincoln’s inaugural address was bound to lead to 
war’. The candidate groups the sources into those which agree and those which disagree with the assertion, 
and this helps to make this response reach the higher levels of the mark scheme. The candidate is also able 
to appreciate the subtlety of the language in the question and uses the word ‘bound’ to test the sources, 
especially C. This is a sign that the candidate is really engaging with the material. The candidate makes 
various attempts to evaluate the source material, and although these are not always successful, they are 
enough to put the answer at the bottom of Level 4. A higher mark would have been awarded if the answer 
had made sure that the source evaluation was full and valid as well as being tied to the requirements of the 
question.  
 
Mark awarded for part b = 16 out of 25 
 
Total marks awarded = 28 out of 40 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Examiner comment – middle  
 
Part a 
This response is able to concentrate on using the sources and makes a good attempt at looking for 
similarities and differences between the two. The answer makes some strong points about the differences 
and is able to illustrate these using content from the sources. There is also enough explanation of similarities 
to place the answer at the bottom of Level 3 in the mark scheme. In order to move further up the mark range 
the answer would need to be more precise in the use of contextual knowledge and explain the similarities 
and differences more clearly. As the marking suggests, the answer is a little confused at times and needed 
to be much clearer.  

 
Mark awarded for part a = 8 out of 15 
 
Part b 
The answer starts clearly by briefly sorting the sources into those which agree and those which disagree with 
the assertion given in the question. The response then goes on to analyse the sources, but struggles to 
demonstrate any clear understanding of their content and tone. For example, there is some confusion over 
the origin of Source D. In the rest of the answer, the candidate is able to use the sources to support and 
challenge the assertion and so is awarded a mark within Level 3. However, the slightly confused attempts at 
evaluation do not aid the response and so cannot be awarded any marks. For a higher mark, the answer 
would need a clearer structure which would enable the evaluation to be clearly linked to arguments about 
whether the sources support or challenge the assertion.  
 
Mark awarded for part b = 11 out of 25 
 
Total marks awarded = 19 out of 40 
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – low  
 
Part a 
The answer starts with an extended description of Source A and then goes on to compare Source B and 
explain the differences between the two sources. The candidate has a good understanding of the sources so 
the answer is awarded a mark at the top of Level 2. However, the candidate does not highlight any valid 
similarities between the two sources. For a higher mark, the response would need to look at both the 
similarities and the differences between the sources, and attempt to use source evaluation to contrast them.  
 
Mark awarded for part a = 7 out of 15 
 
Part b 
The response opens with reference to Lincoln keeping the peace, which is not really the focus of the 
question and shows that the candidate has not quite got to grips with the requirements of this section. The 
candidate then discusses the issue of war and peace in 1861 but without direct reference to the sources. As 
a result of some confusion over what the question is asking, the sources are not really used to support or 
challenge the assertion and so the answer is awarded a mark at the top of Level 1. For a higher mark, the 
response would look more closely at the question and use the sources to directly agree or disagree with the 
assertion. Contextual knowledge is needed to support this rather than large chunks of general knowledge.  
 
Mark awarded for part b = 5 out of 25 
 
Total marks awarded = 12 out of 40 

  


