Paper 3 — Interpretations Question

Question 2: The Holocaust

2

Read the extract and then answer the question.

| offered a portrayal of the Reserve Police Battalion 101 that was multi-layered. Different groups
within the battalion behaved in different ways. The ‘eager killers’ — whose numbers increased over
time — sought the opportunity to kill, and celebrated their murderous deeds. The smallest group
within the battalion comprised the non-shooters. With the exception of Lieutenant Buchmann, they
did not make principled objections against the regime and its murderous policies; they did not
reproach their comrades. They took advantage of the policy within the battalion of exempting those
who ‘didn’t feel up to it', and those who said that they were too weak or that they had children.

The rest of the battalion, the largest group, did whatever they were asked to do, without ever taking
the risk of confronting authority or appearing weak, but they did not volunteer for or celebrate
the killing. Increasingly numb and brutalised, they felt more pity for themselves, because of the
‘unpleasant’ work they had been assigned, than they did for their dehumanised victims. For the
most part, they did not think what they were doing was wrong or immoral, because the killing was
sanctioned by legitimate authority. Indeed, for the most part they did not try to think at all. As one
policeman stated: ‘Truthfully, | must say that at the time we didn’t reflect about it at all. Only years
later did any of us become truly conscious of what had happened then. Heavy drinking helped:
‘Most of the other men drank so much solely because of the many shootings of Jews, for such a
life was quite intolerable when sober. That these policemen were ‘willing executioners’ does not
mean that they wanted to be genocidal executioners.

In addition to a multi-layered portrayal of the battalion, | offered a multi-causal explanation
of motivation. | noted the importance of conformity, peer pressure, and deference to authority,
and | should have emphasised more explicitly the legitimising capacities of government. | also
emphasised the mutually intensifying effects of war and racism, as the years of anti-Semitic
propaganda dovetailed with the polarising effects of war. | argued that nothing helped the Nazis to
wage a race war so much as the war itself, as the distinction between racially superior Germans
and racially inferior Jews, central to Nazi ideology, could easily merge with the image of a
beleaguered Germany surrounded by enemies. Crdinary Germans did not have to be of one mind
with Hitler's demonological view of the Jews to carry out genocide. A combination of situational
and ideological factors that concurred about the enemy status and dehumanisation of the victims
was sufficient to turn ‘ordinary men’ into ‘willing executioners’. The example of the group of men
from Luxembourg in Reserve Police Battalion 101 offers the rare opportunity of comparing people
in the same situation but of different cultural backgrounds. While the evidence is suggestive rather
than conclusive, | noted that the 14 Luxembourgers seem to have behaved very much like their
German colleagues, implying that situational factors were very strong indeed.

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who
wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the Holocaust fo explain your answer. [40]

Cambridge International A Level History 9389

17



Paper 3 — Interpretations Question

18

Mark scheme

2

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian
who wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the Holocaust to explain your
answer. [40]

Interpretation/Approach

The main interpretation is that the perpetrators of the Holocaust werg, in the main, ‘ordinary men’,
not motivated particularly by ideology, but rather finding themselves in situations brought about
by war in which they were able to kill. Showing understanding of the Big Message will involve
coverage of both the underlined aspects. Browning studied Police Battalion 101, as did
Goldhagen, but this extract directly refutes Goldhagen’s conclusions. The extract focuses on the
dehumanising effects of war, both on the perpetrators and on how they viewed their victims, in
order to explain why the men of this police battalion were willing to carry out orders to commit
mass murder.

Glossary: Although this extract has a particular focus on perpetrators, candidates may still use
somefall of the following terms: Infentionalism — interpretations which assume that Hitler/the
Nazis planned to exterminate the Jews from the start. Structuralism — interpretations which argue
that it was the nature of the Nazi state that produced genocide. There was no coherent plan but
the chaotic competition for Hitler's approval between different elements of the leadership
produced a situation in which genocide could occur. Functionalism is closely related to
structuralism. It sees the Holocaust as an unplanned, ad hoc response to wartime developments
in Eastern Europe, when Germany conquered areas with large Jewish populations. Candidates
may also refer to synthesis interpretations, i.e. interpretations which show characteristics of more
than one of the above. What counts is how appropriate the use of this kind of terminclogy is in
relation to the extract, and how effectively the extract can be used to support it.
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Paper 3 — Interpretations Question
Example candidate response — high
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Paper 3 — Interpretations Question

Example candidate response — high, continued
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Examiner comment — high

Despite the extract focusing on perpetrators, it was very common for candidates answering this question to
attempt to twist their answers in order to address the issue of the causation of the Holocaust. The extent to
which this deflected the candidate from identifying the main interpretation in the extract was an important
factor in determining the mark an answer achieved. This response was not significantly compromised. Its
conclusion that the historian was a moderate intentionalist (because the extract talks about the legitimising
role of the Nazi government) is not irrational, and, in any case, forms only a minor aspect of the answer.

Unlike many answers, this essay understood the significance of the different groups within Police Battalion
101 identified by the historian. In the main, the men were not genocidal killers by inclination, but were turned
into ‘willing executioners’ by situational factors. This was the historian’s overall interpretation, and the answer
argues this consistently and with detailed support from the extract. With the exception of the marginal
material on the causation of the Holocaust, the answer is focused and relevant throughout. The fact that the
answer demonstrates ‘complete’ understanding is clear to see, and it was therefore awarded a Level 5 mark.

Mark awarded = 34 out of 40
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Example candidate response — high
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Examiner comment — high

This answer attempts to identify an interpretation of the causation of the Holocaust, which is not directly
relevant, but moves quickly on to deal with the extract. The second paragraph the candidate shows they can
identify and support an essential element of the interpretation. They state the historian’s view: that the men
were not motivated by anti-Semitism, but were just following orders. The extract is then used to support this:
for example, by quoting that their motivation was ‘conformity, peer pressure and deference to authority’. The
third paragraph pursues the same approach with regards to the importance of the war, and again follows this
with relevant support from the extract.

The conclusion is not as well developed as the preceding parts of the answer, thereby illustrating how
important it is that the conclusion should be consistent with what has been written before it. The idea that the
‘main driving force’ for genocide came from the Nazis is not really the central idea of the interpretation (which
is predominantly about the nature and motives of the perpetrators), and neither is the point about the Nazis
using the situation of the war to legitimise their policies. If anything, these ideas are inferences/sub-
messages: they are in the extract, but are not the main focus of the interpretation. In effect, the conclusion
raises doubts about whether the candidate has ‘complete’ understanding.

Mark awarded = 32 out of 40
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Example candidate response — middle

26

f gﬁwy tht B Holocaust acowed due b the complunce of Fo
Caem

. | Al ot solely move ot i swn will 43%/‘47 "’"‘;"‘”f“’”/ff _

|« modirrcde s storcess as oy do net rejed Airs bt
|\ Th etrian dors 1t winkin. an ordic givo fom Hitlc o st S
|t Mt A th ot s g rifireece Ao Ay domenolged
 Veweopl durivg he brif pittod of slowing
in (936 durd W1 Olgrris bl s Geomwy whik Lioghf te
worlds otlondin)~ a5 Hitter steted bi Cobementt odidhe foo Joms

‘%f early on_ag in O 25~ poirk pogran deanr o /7 by ant
fiaf (120 Aty s o e MDA ard e L

| th ik of dreasion of en timate orrorrhempilomit dipie

|k d th Uetind xdisin of ol shons « chiht Sved Ainped

1 gk S Ftorion. caims ot th bor wts vind & vl
| Mg of s, &~ ¢ artpirg Apd te Sy g a ce

The festortan s ffars o molt-cansed explanflin of mobivation”,

Mar /“’//" "f‘..‘“_'(y_"{:'f f/C (s e /J.',é,, Aoltd.: on 1‘77_"‘._/“_’{ Yy

gitinate aulborty. The Kstoian_appeas o synpothic with Hhe

I finast oo 3 s bl s Holcaet, sl

o Endlssny - e fiud sofbin~ the oltinate ord fr corglide
_mi- Wlion_whid rides guk any ionGonafist rug e sote

Vow of the Jews' whh agm s pot exnitly concealed by “Hitir ~
4;1. n j?ﬂf]" /g/{’/.“/

e Arcosin .t lentifsry floks of snrand cmsio

wer g9 mvck a5 (h war etf! He fitrlon oo sot Aidndo

e Feekiz th Aypin Abke o idon o il wng gim

o even specifying i AT — ottt e cqstioerds , Zedsover

| or the el n Bacbaroga wictemsse “__ﬂ_../.?I-P%éﬁ“”......!{{__ff._‘_-?

| 7ot dear, Yoty Tl war, ﬂffé‘.‘/f nfon Pl adances
N Jone (94] inte fusian turitony, iz not pontioed, Shusiy

| loge erphsss plaad on to diidn] botllin.

Cambridge International A Level History 9389



Paper 3 — Interpretations Question
Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Examiner comment — middle

The issue in marking this answer was to pick out those parts that dealt with the extract from among the
irrelevant and unfocused material. This candidate was significantly deflected into a consideration of how the
extract related to the causation of the Holocaust, and since the main interpretation was not about this the
answer could not, by definition, demonstrate either ‘complete’ or ‘sound’ understanding. However, by
consistently arguing that the extract was functionalist in nature, the answer was able to illustrate some valid
aspects of the interpretation, especially relating to the war. This was enough to earn it a good Level 3 mark.

The second paragraph illustrates how the candidate was focused on Holocaust causation, and begins the
process of supporting the conclusion that the historian must be a functionalist. In this and the following
paragraph there are references from the extract to the war, but not to the nature or motivation of the
perpetrators. Only in the fourth paragraph does the answer finally concentrate on the perpetrators, making
some points from the extract. They did not draw out the importance of the different groups identified within
the Battalion to the historian’s interpretation. The following paragraph then lapsed into writing about context,
and lost sight of the perpetrators.

At this point the candidate demonstrates how attempting to evaluate the extract will always be damaging to
an answer. The historian is accused of overlooking evidence and of omitting other elements of the Holocaust
from their account, none of which has any relevance to what the historian is actually arguing in this
interpretation. Candidates will never be in a position to make informed criticisms of historians, and the
question does not seek such evaluation.

Nonetheless, the answer concludes by bringing together points which are valid and relevant about why
perpetrators were able to commit such crimes, though even here the candidate asserts that the interpretation
is functionalist in nature.

Mark awarded = 23 out of 40
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