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2 Cambridge AS & A Level Global Perspectives 9239  
 

Introduction 

 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS & A 
Level Global Perspective and Research (9239), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance 
(high, middle and low) relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  
 
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is 
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.  
 
Each essay is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or omitted. This, in 
turn, followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved.  In this way it is 
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they will have to do 
to improve their answers.  
 
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work. These help teachers to assess the standard 
required to achieve marks, beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Some question types where the 
answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been 
omitted.  
 
The Mark schemes used here are available to download as a zip file from Teacher Support as the Example 
Candidate Responses Files.  
 
Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html
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How to use this booklet 

Answers by real candidates in exam 

conditions. These show you the types of 

answers for each level. 

Discuss and analyse the answers with 

your learners in the classroom to 

improve their skills. 

Examiner comments are 

alongside the answers, 

linked to specific part of the 

answer. These explain 

where and why marks were 

awarded. This helps you to 

interpret the standard of 

Cambridge exams and 

helps your learners to 

refine exam technique. 

This explains how the candidate could have improved the 

answer.  This helps you to interpret the standard of 

Cambridge exams and helps your learners to refine exam 

technique. 
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Assessment at a glance 

 
For Cambridge International AS Level Global Perspectives & Research, candidates take three compulsory 
components: Written Examination; Essay; Team Project. All three components are externally assessed. 
 
For Cambridge International A Level Global Perspectives & Research, candidates take four compulsory 
components: Written Examination; Essay; Team Project; Cambridge Research Report. Components 1 to 3 
are externally assessed and Component 4 is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
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Component 

Weighting 

AS 
Level 

A  
Level 

Component 1 Written Examination 1 hour 30 minutes
Written examination consisting of compulsory, structured questions based on 
sources provided with the examination paper. 
 
Candidates analyse and evaluate arguments, interrogate evidence and compare 
perspectives on global issues listed in the syllabus. 
 
30 marks 

30% 15% 

Component 2 Essay 
Candidates explore different perspectives on issues of global significance arising 
from their studies during the course and write an essay based on their research.  
The essay title is devised by candidates themselves. 
 
The essay must be between 1750 and 2000 words and written in continuous 
prose. 
 
35 marks 

35% 17.5% 

Component 3 Team Project 
Candidates work in teams to identify a local problem which has global relevance. 
Individual team members research the issue and suggest solutions to the 
problem based on their research findings. Teams work together to agree a set of 
proposed team solutions to the problem. 
 
While the focus of the task is on team work, each candidate within a team 
prepares two pieces of work for individual submission. These are: 
 
Presentation 
Each candidate presents an eight-minute live presentation of their individual 
research and proposed solutions to the problem. Team presentations are not 
permitted. (25 marks) 
 
Reflective Paper 
Each candidate explains these team solutions in an individual 800-word reflective 
paper. (10 marks) 
 
35 marks in total 

35% 17.5% 

Component 4 Cambridge Research Report 
Candidates devise and develop a research question. This is answered in a report 
based on independent personal research.  
 
The research report must not exceed 5000 words. 
 
75 marks 

– 50% 

 
Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and 
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 
 

http://www.cie.org.uk/
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html
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Component 4 – Cambridge Research Report 

 

Example candidate response – high Examiner comments 

 

 

 

  This is a suitable 

question which can involve 
considering different 
perspectives. 
 
 
 

 Not referenced in the 
footnote.  
 
 
 

 
  The terms are defined 

with references. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The terms are defined 

with references. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate outlines 

the approach. 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

3 

4 

5 

1 

2 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  The view that 

unemployment has 
decreased is based on 
sources. The candidate 
explains and evaluates the 
analysis. 
 
 
 
 

  Excellent evaluation – 
particularly effective and 
well supported. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Conclusion follows 
directly from the arguments.  

8 

7 

6 6 

7 

8 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

  Looking at the 

assumptions of the author, 
there is high level analysis 
and is a criticism. 
 The candidate has included 
detailed information to 
support the view. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  The candidate gives 

supporting evidence and 
subjects the supporting 
evidence to scrutiny. 
However, in some places it 
is not easy to follow the 
point being made. 

 
 
 

   This is a good 

evaluation, using clear 
evaluative vocabulary and 
offering support for the 
critique. 
 
 
 
 

 Conclusion follows 
directly from the argument. 
 

12 

11 

10 

9 9 

10 

11 

12 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

  A weaker answer would 

simply rely on the expertise 
of the author but this goes 
into the basis of the 
research. 
 

  The candidate uses the 

language of reasoning. The 
evaluation is solidly based. 
 
 

 
 
 

 The answer then 

considers a counter view 
and an opposing source. 
This is a confident 
evaluation. However, it is 
less solidly based and it 
relies more on the nature of 
the source. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 This is a thoughtful 

method and conclusions are 
well drawn. 
 

16 

15 

14 

13 

13 

14 

15 

16 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 The methodology is 

assessed thoughtfully. 
Excellent argument – 
particularly effective and 
well supported. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  The argument drifts 

here. The question is about  
the links or  
otherwise between 
unemployment and 
globalisation, but here the 
candidate considers the 
effects of unemployment. 

18 

17 17 

18 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 

 

  The answer does come 

back into focus with the 
view that the effects can be 
uncertain and there is 
analysis and evaluation. 

19 19 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  The report drifts 

towards poverty rather than 
unemployment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  This is a sophisticated 

analysis and there is some 
evaluation of the ILO, 
mainly in terms of the origin 
of the evidence.  

21 

20 20 

21 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       This statement has not 
been referenced. 
 
 
 
 

  The candidate gives a 

direct link to the question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  The argument could be 

more direct here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  The report is more 

focused here. 
 
 
 
 
 

  This raises the question 

of why the candidate has 
used these outdated 
sources. 

26 

25 

24 

23 23 

24 

25 

26 

22 22 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
 

Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  There is evaluation 

here with supporting 
evidence. 
 
 
 
 
 

  This is a good 

summary which clarifies the 
complex argument. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  This source is used to 

support the argument. 

29 

28 

27 27 

28 

29 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  This conclusion follows 

from the analysis. It shows 
that by breaking down the 
question a nuanced 
judgement is more likely to 
emerge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  This could have been 

developed in the essay. 
 
 

 
 

  This reflects on the 

limitations of the research. 
 

AO1 Research 16/20 

AO1 Analysis 17/20 

AO1 Evaluation 18/20 

AO2 Reflection 4/5 

AO3 
Communication 

10/10 
 

 
 
Total mark awarded =  
65 out of 75 

 

32 

31 

30 30 

31 

32 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Component 4 

 

18 Cambridge AS & A Level Global Perspectives 9239 

 

Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 
 

 
 
      This is a simple format 
for the research log. There 
is evidence of how the 
candidate’s research, 
thoughts and reflections 
have progressed but this is 
not consistent, as there 
were mere descriptions of 
sources, URLs, pages, etc. 
Nevertheless, the log is 
maintained throughout the 
research period. There are 
links in the essay to the log 
which provided support to 
how the research process 
went. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

33 

33 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – high,  
Research Report Monitoring Form 

Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – high,  
Research Report Monitoring Form 

Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – high,  
Oral Explanation Form 

Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
AO1 Analysis - The research materials are generally relevant to the question and form quite a wide range. 
There are different perspectives which are carefully considered. There is some depth in the analysis. There 
is some unevenness and some limited evidence but generally this is Level 4. 
 
AO1 Evaluation – A critical approach has been taken to provide evidence and arguments.  It is impressive 
that there is some consideration of assumptions behind the sources. This is a sound Level 4. 
 
AO2 Reflection – The reflection refers to the starting point of the candidate’s research and to precise 
evidence and issues about the actual topic. There is some sophisticated comment that has been offered on 
the evidence. This is a sound Level 4. 
 
AO3 Communication – The centre has explained clearly why level 4 has been awarded for the oral interview. 
In the final report, technical terms are used correctly and the written communication is strong.  Overall this is 
Level 4. 
 
This was a very sophisticated analysis and the evaluation in the first section sets the bar high. It is not quite 
as convincing or developed in other parts. The second ‘perspective’ (the social aspect) seems less 
convincingly tied to the question and it may be that the candidate was anxious to look at the issue from 
different angles instead of focusing on the economic aspects, which would have been justified. It might have 
been better to simplify the structure, and to keep all the analysis linked to the question. This is Level 3. 
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Example candidate response – middle Examiner comments 

 
 

 
 
 

  The title is suitable and 

asks for a judgement, not a 
description or an 
explanation. The subject 
matter is appropriately 
challenging. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The introduction is 

general and the answer 
could have begun in a more 
focused and purposeful way 
– about the possible debate 
whether Jung or Freud has 
the greater practical 
application and the way the 
question was going to be 
addressed. 

 

 

     This is potentially useful 
as it breaks down different 
areas which might be 
helped by the different 
theories. 

 

     This just repeats the 
question. Generally, this is 
rather a slow start to the 
report. 

2 

1 
1 

3 

2 

3 

4 

4 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Though interesting in 

itself, this is not taking the 
discussion forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  This could be a way into 

the question but so far there 
has been limited 
consideration of evidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Though referenced, this 

is unnecessary description. 
 
 
 

7 

6 

5 
5 

6 

7 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 The source is merely 

used to explain Freud’s 
method. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The report is not getting 

to the question – has this 
spread of vocabulary helped 
treatment. 

9 

8 8 

9 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The basic elements of 

Freud’s thought are 
described here. The sources 
are used for information. 

10 

10 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The answer then offers 

information about Jung. 
Though important in itself, it 
is still essentially 
background description. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The answer has 

established why the 
approaches are different but 
has not really addressed the 
question of their practical 
application. 
 
 
 
 

12 

11 

11 

12 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  There are some general 

critical comments on Freud 
but not directly linked to the 
question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

13 13 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  This goes beyond 

description and attempts to 
make a judgement on the 
credibility of Jung’s 
Collective Unconscious but 
needs referencing and 
linking to the question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The answer is moving 

away from description to a 
critical judgement about the 
scientific basis of the ideas 
based on Popper’s criterion. 
However the terms of the 
question need to be 
considered more. 
 

15 

14 

14 

15 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 

  The report is now 

starting to argue and 
referring to sources which 
are critical of any real link 
between Jung and clinical 
practice. But the sources 
are not assessed, though 
they are used. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  Criticism of Freud is 

now offered but the 
referencing is not adequate. 
The shape of the answer is 
beginning to emerge – first 
general intro; then an 
explanation of the theories; 
then an explanation of 
general criticism. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

17 

16 

16

17 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This outlines Freud’s 
clinical method and the 
question is now coming into 
focus. However, more 
source reference would 
have helped. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This is critical of the 

method in practical terms 
but is not evidence-based. 
 

19 

18 

18 

19 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  This raises an 

interesting point but answer 
should have produced 
evidence to show this 
isolation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  There is analysis here – 

the question is being 
considered but the report 
needs to produce 
referenced evidence about 
the effects of 
psychoanalysis and to 
evaluate the evidence, not 
just the view. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  There are different 

sources now about Freud’s 
theories. Will they be 
evaluated? 

22 

21 

20 

20 

21 

22 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   Disappointingly, there is 
no real evaluation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   Explains the basis of 
possible practical use of 
both theories. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Deploys relevant 
source showing problems 
but needs referencing. 

23 

24 24 

23 

25 

25 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  There is some analysis 

and discussion here but it is 
not closely related to 
evidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  There is some 

thoughtful analysis here but 
the report lacks depth, 
because it is not firmly 
evidence based. 
 
 

27 

26 
26 

27 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Uses Jung’s own 
observations as critique but 
there are not referenced. 

28 

28 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 

There is some general 
reflection here but it needs 
to be based on the actual 
conclusions regarding the 
question.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      This does raise the 
question of why this topic 
was chosen if the resources 
were not available. 
However, there is some 
reflection specific to the 
actual research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     This is a good example 
of how important it is to 
choose a suitable topic in 
terms of demand and 
available resources. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
29 

30 30 

31 

31 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      A pity that this was not 
developed in the report – 
alternative methods are not 
considered. A conclusion is 
reached, however, and 
does not follow from the 
analysis but is insufficiently 
source based. 
 

AO1 Research 12/20 

AO1 Analysis 9/20 

AO1 Evaluation 8/20 

AO2 Reflection 2/5 

AO3 
Communication 

5/10 

 
 
Total mark awarded =  
36 out of 75 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

32 32 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
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How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
AO1 Research - The question was developed and the candidate worked independently. A log was  
maintained but does not record much evidence. There is little consideration of methodology. Level 3 
 
AO1 Analysis – There is limited referenced source material, but some of it is appropriate and used quite well. 
There is some analysis of relevant perspectives, but not all focused on the question. Level 2 
 
AO1 Evaluation – Alternative perspectives are considered and there is some critical sense, but there was not 
much assessment of named sources or consideration of methodology. Level 2 
 
AO2 Reflection – There was some reflection on the scope and limitation of the research, but it was not very 
developed or linked to the actual question. 
 
AO3 Communication – The report was organised and clear to follow in the main. It uses a range of technical 
terms related to the topic but the justification of the report was not very developed. Level 2  
 
The weakness lies mainly in the failure to base the analysis more fully on a good range of referenced and 
evaluated sources. There is a critical sense but is insufficiently grounded in evidence, and named sources 
are insufficiently evaluated.  
 
In order to have gained higher marks there should have been more footnoted sources to back up the points 
made. There should have been more awareness of methodology – there was some good thinking, for 
example, the application of established criteria for scientific writing to Jung. There should have been less 
description and explanation and more focus on the actual question. 
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Example candidate response – low Examiner comments 

 

 

 

   This is potentially a 

good question. There could 
be a discussion about 
whether internet use 
isolates teenagers or leads 
to greater inclusion by 
networking and increasing 
contact.  
 
 
 

   There are some valid 

questions here but the 
answer really should focus 
on the key question posed 
and not on aspects of the 
topic of teenagers and the 
internet. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  A literature review is 

not required, but if it is 
undertaken then this should 
be precise. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   This is helpful in 

breaking down the concept 
of isolation, but there is not 
enough about the different 
perspectives. The idea of 
inclusion has not been 
mentioned here. 

 
  This refers to a source 

which gives a counter view 
but it seems to be more 
about senior citizens. It is 
not really analysed well in 
terms of teenagers and 
there is no evaluation. 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  This is not source 

based and refers to new 
users and not teenagers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  There is now a view but 

the candidate has not 
established the element of 
discussion of different 
perspectives. 
 

  There is limited 

identification of this source. 
It concerns parental limits 
and the aggression this can 
engender. This is not 
evaluated and in terms of 
analysis it has limited direct 
links with the question of 
isolation/inclusion. 
 

8 

7 

6 6 

7 

8 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 This is not related to 

the question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 This could be relevant 

but the candidate has not 
indicated what the study is. 
There is some high-
sounding description but it 
refers to depression in 
general and gives no 
indication how the study 
was conducted or by who. 

10 

9 9 

10 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 

 These figures are not 

justified. For example how 
is the figure of 6% reached? 
 

 The basis of this 

counterview is not 
explained. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 The nature of this 

evidence is not explained – 
what is “CBM-PIU”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 The candidate 

attempts to explain how 
internet use might lead to 
depression. 
 

 
 

 This seems a more 

directly relevant piece of 
evidence. 
 

15 

14 

13 

12 

11 11 

12 

13 

14 

15 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 

  This evidence does not 

mention the internet. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 The focus is on 

depression but not linked to 
the question. 
 
 
 

 
 

 This is not helpful in 

addressing the question 
and does not focus on 
teenagers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 This is just a 

description and not well 
linked to the question. 

19 

18 

17 

16 16 

17 

18 

19 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 It is not clear why 20 

classmates have been 
asked.  
The description of the 
survey is occupying a large 
amount of the answer. 
 
 

 
 

  There is some 

understanding of  
the need to consider 
methodology. 

21 

20 20 

21
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  This cannot be 

deduced from asking 20 
teenagers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 This is a relevant 

finding. 

23 

22 22

23
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 

 

   There is some 

evaluation of the evidence 
and some awareness of the 
limitations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 There are points made 

in the conclusion that do not 
follow from any analysis of 
evidence in the essay and 
are just assertions. 
 

 The bibliography is 

limited. 
 

AO1 Research 10/20 

AO1 Analysis 6/20 

AO1 Evaluation 8/20 

AO2 Reflection 0/5 

AO3 
Communication 

5/10 

 
 
Total mark awarded =  
29 out of 75 

 

  

26 

25 

24 24

25

26
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 

 
   It shows lack of 
consistency in the research 
and lack of understanding 
of research process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 27 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – low,  
Research Report Monitoring Form 

Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – low,  
Research Report Monitoring Form 

Examiner comments 
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Example candidate response – low,  
Oral Explanation Form 

Examiner comments 

 

 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
AO1 Research – The candidate had a clear understanding of the topic taken for research but there was no 
consistency in research methods and needed better understanding of the research process. 
 
AO1 Analysis - There is some selection of relevant and appropriate material but much description and limited 
application of sources to perspectives. Not all of the sources are relevant or well used. There is a loss of 
focus on the issue in the question in some sections. A lot of time is taken up with a survey of limited value 
which is described at some length. This is Level 2. 
 
AO1 Evaluation – There was little evaluation of sources and arguments but there were some attempts to 
weigh the survey which forms much of the basis of the report. Much of the evidence was not assessed and 
there was limited critical analysis of different relevant perspectives. This is Level 2. 
 
AO2 Reflection – There was no meaningful reflection. 
 
AO3 Communication – The final report is Level 2.  The justification given by the centre does not provide 
enough justification about the oral interview. In the final report, the overall argument does not emerge very 
clearly. There was some attempt at organisation. The candidate should have explained the concept of 
inclusion. The identification of sources needed to be more detailed. The figures mentioned in the essay 
should have been justified. The conclusion should have followed from analysing the evidence.
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