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Question 3 
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Question 3, continued 
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Mark scheme 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – high  
 
Part a 
The candidate approaches the question by focusing on comparing and contrasting the sources. The first 
paragraph looks at language, and although this is of some use, it does not really address the question, which 
is about the ‘effectiveness of the non-intervention policy’. The response moves on to clearly show some 
differences in content and this is awarded marks accordingly. The candidate is also able to show similarities 
in content between the sources and so is given a mark at Level 3. The answer attempts some evaluation but 
this is not valid and so is not credited. For a higher mark, the answer needed to evaluate the sources in 
terms of their nature, origin and purpose and use this evaluation to compare them.  
 
Mark awarded for part a = 9 out of 15 
 
Part b 
The response focuses on the sources and the assertion from the start and points out that Source C consists 
of two different opinions, i.e. Eden and the TUC. The candidate goes on to link the sources to the assertion 
effectively, showing where there is support and challenge, and to offer points of evaluation which assess the 
weight which can be given to each source. Although this evaluation is not always precisely focused, it is 
enough to place the answer well into Level 4. The answer offers a good conclusion which recaps the ideas 
covered. To improve, this conclusion needed to include more focused judgement of how far the sources 
support the assertion; this could have been done by weighing up the sources according to their content and 
provenance.  
 
Mark awarded for part b = 19 out of 25 
 
Total marks awarded = 28 out of 40 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – middle  
 
Part a 
This answer shows both strengths and weaknesses, which place it in the middle of the mark scheme. The 
first part of the answer is confused about which part of Source C is relevant to the question. Although the 
question asks about the views of Foreign Secretaries, the candidate uses material from the TUC minutes 
which is not valid for this question. Therefore, the first part of the response, which deals with similarities, is 
not credited with any marks. However, the second part of the answer identifies differences and successfully 
explains material expressing the view of Eden. This means the answer is given a mark at the top of Level 2. 
To improve, the answer needed to look more closely at the sources.  
 
Mark awarded for part a = 6 out of 15 
 
Part b 
The candidate takes a clear and structured approach. to the question and shows understanding of the 
sources and the assertion. The candidate uses the first part of the answer to deal with the sources 
supporting the assertion and explains these links clearly. The response then moves on to consider where the 
sources challenge the assertion and explains this well. As a result, the answer is given a mark at the top of 
Level 3 for analysis and links to the question. To improve, the answer needed to evaluate the sources in 
terms of their nature, origin and purpose, and then use this evaluation to support or challenge the assertion 
further.  
 
Mark awarded for part b = 14 out of 25 
 
Total marks awarded = 20 out of 40 
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – low  
 
Part a 
The response begins with an analysis of Source A which is accurate but does not focus on comparing or 
contrasting it with the other sources. This part of the answer refers to the wrong part of Source C (i.e. the 
TUC minutes) so does not offer a valid comparison with Source A. The response is awarded marks for the 
second part where it successfully identifies and explains differences between the content of the two sources. 
This places the answer at the top of Level 2. To improve, the answer needed to use the correct section of 
each source to identify and explain similarities.  
 
Mark awarded for part a = 7 out of 15 
 
Part b 
Throughout this answer the candidate struggles to make clear links between the sources, the assertion given 
in the question and their own knowledge. The beginning of the answer discusses the issues surrounding the 
policy of intervention but contains little reference to the sources; this cannot be credited beyond Level 1 in 
the mark scheme. Later in the answer, Source B is judged as showing support of the assertion and so the 
mark is placed at Level 2. The candidate could have improved this answer by making clearer links between 
the sources and the assertion, and explaining which sources support and/or challenge.  
 
Mark awarded for part b = 8 out of 25 
 
Total marks awarded = 15 out of 40 
 
 


