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Paper 4 — Depth Study

Question 2: Europe of the Dictators, 1918-1941

2

Evaluate the reasons for the failure of democracy in ltaly by 1922, [30]

Mark scheme

2

Evaluate the reasons for the failure of democracy in ltaly by 1922, [30]

What is expected here is an analysis of a range of reasons why the democratic process came to
an end in ltaly in 1922. There are many possible factors. The state was a new one and had
undergone a long, brutal and costly war. Democracy had had little time to prove itself and ltaly’s
social and economic divisions were deep. There was simply an absence of consensus about
what the country’s priorities were and how they could be solved. Italy had been invaded and
humiliated by its old foe Austria, and the ltalian people felt that they had been lured into the war
under false pretences and never forgave the political class that they felt was responsible.

The structure of the state arguably was unsuited to the needs of the times, and the electoral
system, while not causing instability, certainly reflected it. Too few saw a future in democracy and
there were alternatives which offered a better future on both the left and the right. Many of the
ruling class despised it. The influential Church not only gave it little support, but actively
undermined it at times; it had not forgiven the state for the events which led up to 1871.

Democracy had few supporters and too many opponents. The Orlando’s and Giolitti's were seen
to be utilising the process for their own ends and it did not seem to provide the stability and order
that the small farmer, the Church, the industrialist, the army and the King wished for. Fear of the
Left was endemic amongst too many of the ruling classes and Mussolini proved to be brilliant at
exploiting that fear.
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Paper 4 — Depth Study

Example candidate response — high
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candldate response hlgh contlnued
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10

Example candidate response — hlgh contlnued

M qua {@vmﬂ-f Conloh.. ~domap Aol on M

Cambridge International A Level History 9389



Example candidate response high, continued

Paper 4 — Depth Study
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Examiner comment — high

The opening paragraph is excellent and indicates that there has been careful thinking and planning before
the writing started. It does not give too much detail or spend much time ‘scene setting’. Instead it has a clear
focus on the question and includes evaluation from the start. A very good range of relevant points are made,
but with not too much detail early on. There is breadth and reflection in the impressive opening sections. The
second paragraph is a good example of why this response did so well. The point about the early failings of
the Republic is well made and backed up with well-chosen detail. There is a good level of comment
throughout this section. The point about the impact of the war is well made, well substantiated and also
relevant. The supporting detail about the role of Fascism in Central and Northern ltaly, for example,
demonstrates the right amount of knowledge and understanding for Level 5 in this ‘Depth’ paper. There is
consistent evaluation throughout and this is well demonstrated in the critique of the Liberal Party towards the
end of the essay. The candidate could have included some comment on Versailles.

To achieve full marks, the candidate could have used their own judgement to identify and rank the key
factor(s) according to importance. Otherwise, this answer fully deserved Level 5.

Mark awarded = 26 out of 30

Cambridge International A Level History 9389 13



Paper 4 — Depth Study
Example candldate response — mlddle
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Example Candldate response mlddle Contlnued B T LT T T T T LT LE I PP E T PEET PECETTETEDEEECTEEEY (o)
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‘\5&,"\&0‘“1—1 "—\'\tu\- Sovs( l"QWKSOLQ lL a.-{! \M.QOv“U_\

[ITTTTL PPt

(hever Slratiqy ad Lowpaicd LL'c,(-lJ.o\- €.

C—\n_\‘Y( ug,EJ L\—hc\—\vt, n.. buvn“u\ Sws .5} .D{‘H(_(_&

r‘_,,‘L.,,_\ o& “ il -\1(: L\“J (I“SH.,AL..A_; a_.,l
ket T ReR R Bk mey

M.......WL' e { o LQ“ p\‘( HHJ' c\_ l\--\.]

B ML IO i --wf°v

4 L-ujt Soa.,\..s\“ Vtv'v\\' AN la\‘%t.-" o M \\-4.""“
Vad Qué m\r i‘{r no Juut:m;c.;\' kd gk krly e |

%._;L ;\"_\ wL&-L-.;uJ\'VU '\-ta\-n\ \'..\ C;o&t\j t"l .1-.1-(_ \'.\

Cambridge International A Level History 9389

e



Paper 4 — Depth Study

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Example candldate response — middle, continued -
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Examiner comment —

This is a competent answer which shows a good grasp of the topic but does not quite do what the question
asked, which was to evaluate the reasons for the collapse of democracy in Italy. Much of the focus tends to
be on why Mussolini got into power, which is not quite the same thing, although some of the material is
appropriate. There is too much listing of factors and virtually no reflection on what part they played in the
collapse of democracy and, above all, why. The second paragraph contains relevant detail but only some
evidence of evaluation or reflection. Much the same can be said of the paragraph dealing with the socialist
threat. The detail is good but the point being made not is not always clear. Similar criticisms can be made of
the sections on the rise of fascism and Mussolini himself.

For higher marks there would need to be more evidence that the candidate had really thought about why
democracy had failed. Which were the key reasons and why? Was it ‘doomed’ from the start or was it the
incompetence of those in leadership positions? Did Mussolini merely give an institution in terminal decline a
small push, or was his accession to power solely the result of his own brilliant efforts? There is no ‘right’
answer, but the question was looking for more than a list of factors which might be considered.

Mark awarded =19 out of 30
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Question 10: International History, 1945—-1991

10 To what extent was the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan responsible for the onset of the ‘Second
Cold War'? [30]

Mark scheme

10 To what extent was the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan responsible for the onset of the
‘Second Cold War'? [30]

In support of the view that the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan was responsible, it could be argued
that it led to widespread condemnation of the USSR and, to the West, was viewed as evidence of
the continuation of the expansionist aims of the USSR.. In retaliation, the USA withdrew from the
SALT Il Treaty. US President Carter was unwilling to allow the USSR to get away with another
intervention in the affairs of a foreign country — he cut off trade links with Moscow, encouraged a
Western boycott of the Moscow Olympics in 1280 and increased US expenditure on arms
(including nuclear weapons). Despite this, US public opinion saw Carter as weak in confronting
the threat of communism, and he lost the 1280 election to Ronald Reagan, a staunch anti-
communist right winger.

In challenging the view, it could be argued that the period of détente was effectively already over
before the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. The USSR had continued to violate human rights
agreements made at Helsinki, while Brezhnev's failing health had done little to enhance US-
Soviet relations. The development of renewed superpower hostility can be seen as early as 1976.
Conservatism was regaining strength in the USA, and it viewed the increasing influence of the
USSR in the Third World as further evidence of Soviet expansionism (e.g. Angola, Mozambique,
Ethiopia). Carter supplied US arms to anti-communist groups (e.g. El Salvador, Nicaragua) in an
attempt to prevent the spread of Soviet influence. Opposition to SALT Il was high in the US
Senate well before the invasion of Afghanistan, and it already seemed unlikely that the USA
would sign. When Islamic militants occupied the US embassy in Teheran (1979), American
conservatives viewed this as evidence of the USA’s impotence in world affairs and argued that
this needed to be addressed. Détente, therefore, was no longer seen as beneficial to either the
USA or the USSR. The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan could be seen as the event which started
the ‘Second Cold War' rather than its cause.
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Example candidate response — high
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Example candidate response — high, continued

| abdiih.. on  eait tos’. . me te. ,wmf He... m»g Se.000.|.
My B AR ./’c- € Q,0829.. a&wﬂ
|wdok . e b o he o ﬂmva«h Sbote. di (eeisid

;mwgm_mWWWmmm fd |
|- wes.. ,,.Ja() o ’W hink...adl... Ha.. uwbahk 7).

IRT 13 49 M:N«;( /?L,s

ﬂf. rﬂ};a a.,;;"‘;a“m s fewzj,wwﬂwu
w( i M 1 sw.d sz
.....rarét VMM M«- ﬁmt—nmd ) mM }ﬂ- u@,snﬁvanﬂ?a/
Tyt clplopnnt, T B’ Shoie: ol Gl |
oo Wf‘% e Mw betad . tbo Aoereen. . ] /4»4/4

/L¢ wu NA Bv Lo wan...tn.. /M{,JA st ?5 77 occnnek]
Lodue Fo. oomen.. reavons. . TA SALT. )e @E,..,?m& M. %cr ..
AL A g M? e (oWt rten.. kc.. wz:/“I k. #g{ 4«
o paeaddiid. .. /4-4 . y&vw—nf,) M Armenon. W«’- .

P i i ”“"}ﬂ
LJ/LWM.Q LI . Or' J #w ”t g\/md»é/!: '

Cambridge International A Level History 9389 37



Paper 4 — Depth Study

Example candidate response — hlgh continued -
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Examiner comment — high

This was an impressive answer. It started with minimal background and kept everything very precisely on the
central issue of détente. There was a brief, fully focused introduction. Initially, there was perhaps a little too
much focus on the detail and the central argument did get a little obscured. However, by the second page, it
was obvious that there was a consistently analytical focus. The comments on the other ‘outside’ factors were
very perceptive and clear, and the way in which supporting detail was utilised was excellent. Overall the
grasp of the topic and the level of understanding were impressive. The point about the ultimate breakdown
was typical: clear, well-made and well supported with detail.

The objective of each paragraph and its key points were clearly stated and then the right level of supporting
detail brought in. The ‘blame’ was spread wide, the Brandt issue being a good example of this. There was a
good conclusion which did not simply repeat what went before. Arguably there could have been more focus
on the impact of the election of Reagan. There could have been a little more use of sustained judgement as
this would have helped to know exactly which factor the candidate felt was critical and why. Otherwise, this
answer fully met the criteria for Level 5.

Mark awarded = 29 out of 30
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Question 12: International History, 1945—-1951

12 How far was Nasser responsible for the outbreak of the Suez War of 19567 [30]

Mark scheme
12 How far was Nasser responsible for the outbreak of the Suez War of 19567 [30]

The view that Nasser was responsible for the war was held by Britain, France, Israel and, to
some extent, the USA, who feared his aggressive support for Arab unity and independence. His
organisation of sabotage raids inside Israel, his refusal to renew the 1936 treaty allowing British
troops at Suez and his deals for Soviet weaponry from Czechoslovakia all caused alarm. When
the USA cancelled its grant for the Aswan Dam, fearing that the USSR was seeking to gain
control of the Middle East, Nasser nationalised the Suez Canal, intending to use its income to
finance the dam. The West saw Nasser as a Hitler-like figure, who was planning to unite the Arab
world under Egyptian control and Soviet influence. This posed a serious threat to peace in the
Middle East, not least because Nasser had made no secret of his desire to destroy Israel.

In challenging the view, it could be argued that Britain and France were more responsible for
causing the war. This was the opinion of the communist bloc, which accused Britain and France
of imperialistic tactics. Britain, France and Israel planned for Israel to attack Egypt and remove
Nasser from power, arguing that this was necessary to keep the Suez Canal open to international
shipping. This ignored the fact that Nasser had promised to compensate shareholders and allow
ships of all nations to use the canal.

Israel actually began the war by attacking Egypt, with notable success. The USA, afraid of
upsetting the Arabs and forcing them into closer links with the USSR, refused to support Britain
and France. At the UN, the USA and USSR agreed on the need for an immediate ceasefire and
the withdrawal of Israeli troops. The Arab world blamed Israel for the war, seeing Nasser as the
leader of Arab unity and the desire to remove foreign interference from the Middle East.
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Example candldate response — mlddle contlnued
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Example candldate response — middle, contlnued
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Examiner comment — middle

This was a competent response. There was a fairly sound level of knowledge and understanding and grasp
of the topic. The opening paragraph had a sensible analytical focus and tried to set out the issues quite well,
but it lacked clarity. The point about ‘legality’ for example was not clear enough. More time spent on planning
and ensuring that the answer was clear in the candidate’s mind would have helped.

There is an attempt at a focused answer. It looks at the roles of Israel, France and the UK and then
broadens out to consider other influences such as the World Bank and the USSR. However, there is little or
no comment here and it is not related to the issue of Nasser’s responsibility. The answer seems to imply that
it was not all his fault, but this is not clearly stated. The lack of certainty in this response is illustrated by the
phrase ‘now we shall attempt to’. While the points about ownership of the Suez canal and the profits that the
UK and France had made were valid in their own way, they were not linked to the question.

To earn higher marks, the candidate needed to make a judgement about how far Nasser was responsible at
a much earlier stage in the essay and develop this. More depth was also required. While there was some
knowledge, understanding and analysis, there was just not enough of all three to gain a higher mark.

Mark awarded = 20 out of 30
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Question 10: International History, 1945—-1991

10 To what extent was the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan responsible for the onset of the ‘Second

Cold War'? [30]

Mark scheme

10 To what extent was the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan responsible for the onset of the

‘Second Cold War'? [30]

In support of the view that the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan was responsible, it could be argued
that it led to widespread condemnation of the USSR and, to the West, was viewed as evidence of
the continuation of the expansionist aims of the USSR.. In retaliation, the USA withdrew from the
SALT Il Treaty. US President Carter was unwilling to allow the USSR to get away with another
intervention in the affairs of a foreign country — he cut off trade links with Moscow, encouraged a
Western boycott of the Moscow Olympics in 1280 and increased US expenditure on arms
(including nuclear weapons). Despite this, US public opinion saw Carter as weak in confronting
the threat of communism, and he lost the 1280 election to Ronald Reagan, a staunch anti-
communist right winger.

In challenging the view, it could be argued that the period of détente was effectively already over
before the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. The USSR had continued to violate human rights
agreements made at Helsinki, while Brezhnev's failing health had done little to enhance US-
Soviet relations. The development of renewed superpower hostility can be seen as early as 1976.
Conservatism was regaining strength in the USA, and it viewed the increasing influence of the
USSR in the Third World as further evidence of Soviet expansionism (e.g. Angola, Mozambique,
Ethiopia). Carter supplied US arms to anti-communist groups (e.g. El Salvador, Nicaragua) in an
attempt to prevent the spread of Soviet influence. Opposition to SALT Il was high in the US
Senate well before the invasion of Afghanistan, and it already seemed unlikely that the USA
would sign. When Islamic militants occupied the US embassy in Teheran (1979), American
conservatives viewed this as evidence of the USA’s impotence in world affairs and argued that
this needed to be addressed. Détente, therefore, was no longer seen as beneficial to either the
USA or the USSR. The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan could be seen as the event which started
the ‘Second Cold War' rather than its cause.
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