Paper 1 The Family

Paper 1 The Family

Section A

Question 1

1

In his 1949 study George Murdock claimed that some form of family existed in all societies, This
was based on his examination of 250 societies. Murdock defined the family as a social group
that shares a residence, co-operates economically and produces at least one child. This child (or
children) is the offspring, whether own or adopted, of two adults in an approved sexual relationship
who are from the social group. Within this definiion Murdock allowed for a great deal of family
diversify in the structure of the social group. The smallest family group, as identified by Murdock, is
the nuclear famiky.

Murdock's work has given rise to a great deal of debate within sociology as to whether the family is
universal or not and if households which do not fit into his definition can in fact be called families.

(a) What is meant by the term family diversify? (2]
(b) Describe two examples of households which do not fit into Murdock’s definition of the family.

[4]
(c) Explain why the family may be changing in modern industrial societies. [8]

(d) Assess the view that the nuclear family is the main type of family structure in all societies.
[11]
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Paper 1 The Family

Mark scheme
1 (a) What iz meant by the term family diversity? [2]

1 mark for a partial definition such as when there are lols of different types of families or
answers that list different types of families.
2 marks for an accurate definition such as when there is a range of family structuras,

(b) Describe two examples of households which do not fit into Murdock's definition of the
family. [4]

2 marks available for each example. 1 mark for identification or development only, 2 marks
for identification and development

Points that can be included are matrifocal or matriarchal families (or specifically named
families such as the Mayar), same sex families, childless couples, emply nesters, friends,
children's homeas (orphanages), singleflons parent families.

1. |dentification of pointz alone without development, such as single parent families, or
simple responses such as frnends or cohabiting couples.

2. A detailed responsa might be that Murdock would not consider single parent families to
be a family because in spite of the fact they share a residence and economic
cooperation between parenl and children, There are nol two adulls in a sexually
approved relationship in the home.

{c) Explain why the family may be changing in modern industrial societies. [8]

L1 04 A few simple points aboul the topic with no direct reference to the question could
be worth 1 or 2 marks.

Descriptions of why individual roles may be changing rather than changing social
factors to be found in families alone may be worth 1 or 2 marks. Answers that
confuse ‘how” with “why’ placa in this level,

Better answers at this level would identify one or bwo points, such as fewer children
in families, more mothers in paid employment, but there will be little depth in the
explanations offered and the answer will rely on description.

L2 58 A sound explanation of the ways families may be changing but which s somawhat
implicit or partial, would fit the lower part of this level.

Al this level, answers will nol confuse ‘how' families may be changing with “why'
they may be undergoing social change.
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Paper 1 The Family

At the bottom of the level, may be limited to social factors that are influencing
families such as changing social pressures, patterns of employment and
availability of contraception. Other factors that could be refermmed to can include
family diversity and the influence of migration.

To go higher {7—8 marks), the explanation needs to be explicit and well informed.

Answers may attempt to oufline the topic in the guestion by considering such
issues as the continuing popularity of nuclear families, the majority of couples
marry, most children are brought up by their parents in nuclear families and most
divoroeas remarry forming reconstituted families. Or give specific detail about a
range of factors that have influenced family change.

At the top of the level, place answers according to the depth andfor range of
examples explained and supported by reference to theory or empirical data,

MB This question asks candidates to ‘explain’ therefore there i no requirement for
assessment. Bul do not penalise candidates who do this.

(d) Assess the view that the nuclear family is the main type of family structure in all
socleties. [11]

MNB This guestion does notl specify MIS so allow accurale references 1o all societies.

L1 0—4 Answers at this level are likely to show only limited appreciation of the

predominance, or nol, of nuclear families.

Lower at this level, a simple answer that identifies a few basic points such as why
nuclear families remain important perhaps backed up by some statistics would
gain 1 or 2 marks.

Higher at this level, an answer might advance a few limited ocbsarvations about the
differences to be found in family structures.

General descriptions of how Murdock came to his conclusions may go to the top of
the level.

Other answers which offer short descriptive accounis of elther societies where
other family forms dominate or those who criticise his work, perhaps by guoting
Dakley, may also go o the top of the band. Al this level answers are likely 1o
consider only one view.

Answears at this level show some sociological knowledge and understanding. A
simpliztic description of the way in which the nuclear family is to be found in all
societies, as well as examples of how other family types are developing could gain
5 ar 6 marks,

At this level, answers may be supported by ideas such as isolated nuclear family
and modified extended families. Answers of this type are likely to concentrate on
theornsts such as Murdock and Parsons and the suitability of the nuclear family for
madem industrial societies.

Cambridge International AS and A Level Sociology 9699



Paper 1 The Family

Other answers may wholly or partially reject the idea of the nuclear family
remaining dominant, by describing a range of other family types to be found in
society, or make reference to such societies as that of the Nayer,

Higher at thiz level, a more detailed account that questions the proposition would
gain 7 or B marks.

Award marks for answers thal consider both sides of the argument that nuclear
families are found in all sociaties bul that diversity is to be found in most sociaties
ags wall. At thiz level this may be by juxtaposition rather than direct assesameant.
There is likely to be some use of theorists or empirical data to support points at this
level and answers should offer a sound attempl to contrast views, most probably
from functionalist and examples of diversity such as Rapoport and Rapoport.

Conversely, a one-sided answer thal is dona very well, could also gain up 1o
& marks.

L3 9-11 Answers al this level should provide a detailed account of the way in which tha
nuclear family is to be found in all societies or not, as well as how faciors such as
the life cycle of the family may account for some of the differences.

Some answers may highlight different societies and the existence not only of
extended families bul also of other alternative family forms. There may be an
aiternpt to assess the way in which this can be interpreted, probably from feminist
and functionalist positions.

Lower at this level [(9=10 marks), the aszeszment may be based on a simple
juxtaposition of two views, or may be confined to just one view with one or two
evaluative poinlts,

At the top of the level, the question will be evaluated explicitly and in reasonable
dapth.

The naotion of the dominance, or nol, of the nuclear family will be directly
addressad probably by consideration diversity, or of the continuing existenca of tha
nuclear family, with conclusive points. There is likely to be use of other points such
as Sheeran and the female-carer core or same sex families.

Dther issues can be included, such as relaticnships within nuclear families as well
as family ideclogy.

Concepts such as risk and the negotiated family, divorce-aextended family, life
course analysis, neo-conventional family can be referred to. Evaluative answers
can be suppored by such evidence as family life cycle that shows that most
individuals will spend some period of time in a nuclear family,

Cambridge International AS and A Level Sociology 9699 7



Paper 1 The Fam

ily

Example candidate response — grade A

Eia

————

_Eﬂ.i'.ul.lj c'!.n iy 1-"-!'& o I"EIt_f ]l"u- 'fLE ln:mmgl_mrﬂ,jp u[

| Wouinkiosy Aidbin -anh cand Hw&_&_ijpjuﬂ_mnﬁnrn “:m:'lm}m-'i

W Yeorma "E‘ urwmwn_\_lﬁﬁr_ﬁhﬁuﬁj_ Z j

S
—dindede all seaathy

A .
j.pqmmmmxeyﬂ.m&_h_@sndﬂk

..Eumahu__ﬁ_nt__f_aﬂ.m.pk_u_hdha_n_ﬂné_iaﬁ_{nmhn L bhie, Hig

Mn&uiwwww LE.IF_FD(’J\EJE\'E

vj_mﬂq_.i whe  oloth "*F botl, tewe o ret prrgend QﬂL&r_j_

bwe oAl of beth wee “:E nod gresent gud Hhie i 'ﬂf-cllum %4
2

_M_MM_%EHM- (ol fﬂaiﬂwn}? E[Pﬁ_qm'lrn.ﬂf,—uf

579 ¥ ] £ Di: Ve r}'ttr_ﬂu_ in

Tu

MMMMQL
l 41 Hg UE et g biey Wz !EE&E ﬂ; He En:nn'll-} 1 ﬂ{- Mo tonyeebional |

i LB i 'E'ﬂ.ﬂll.ll-l with 5 wanle Il'urﬂég.g'lmﬂg cind ;{gﬂn!ﬂ !'.ﬂl;ﬁﬂl!ig (=
rredeve  irdeibied cogeber Wawgver boraoe n-l; We tnteenced é‘im{ﬂi:v.“.-“'f

—
= o

MMMM&MAM L seen fv b dlu'ﬂ]"ﬁ -[L'r'

!I.'l

LA l‘L‘-lr Oy §¥ro

Erf T v Iltg'1I w 'n-mn-ﬂo.#l- éiﬂﬂgntﬂ o o

_MMW,MMqﬂ lode

'Le:emm n  waabler E.;_m_m&f_ﬁn.n_n_lmuh} Las FE'T

whick, b led b An-u.sc.i_ms_m.a_l;um&_felnj&i_ﬁL

lu]l |th el 0

vosalisfactss wavinae loodig to o bisk wale ©f dioup Toehe

8 Cambridge International AS and A Level Sociology 9699



Paper 1 The Family

How Vau wm_wm Fnrm'lu

‘ﬂ'"’inn.a: 1I'I|h"

ng,ﬂ!‘ awu:j an Vk_ﬂﬁnﬂm@d&e_{iﬁ_%ﬂmﬁlmr

elian 'I.E-jujiﬂ.l.‘ﬁ'ulni wibigh chgew  Hhal %Lﬂ_iﬂ_ve:u.aé_r_l&‘.u_&

I-Eéh“&udh Lﬁ gga ggg;lﬂﬂ uﬂn:&]q h E“L ﬂg:! Efjh itgmLLg]y...-ﬂ"

leads b edisdugh ’F"-ﬂ-'--l-n-.ll-ﬂi:1 abor Hemieluel abowp M need ﬂfuﬁﬁ.
[H y 1] |"_'l1l'. T ﬂ_,h LT o

MM&LMF
Mo conceql of fumly . Toe w“‘wﬁ—“ﬂfﬂ

| torureiinedl  txborded rm-'-h'llu Lo lbf‘ QuuHﬁnpA bt ome -.E' ig

t'ah"lumlhh:l E--hg'rmr o by whal fecd "f ‘Fﬂﬁmﬂu chuhoe exicded
i bedik i n icli '-.Il'--il fu.:u,q ‘"'-E

o B T = b

_‘l:u_sin.us_ui.n&_&&mh_n_ni_ﬂ-_-:_{lw o polew E—an_tmr L Ywaep

TP N LS P, S W o S P PPN

i tlwp Ijr\-é- EFEJ%]I:IML;EQ-! I}*nuh.'& _WE-F!:I!-: chewboe, i~ Ho

[_I:ﬂ.m'li'-} Qi :}-mgjlﬂ due & soval wwaron hg&q b Ho

A EY i ol is F 1

drge lowy and f!‘ml_r:ia’:h;&.v_muﬁ_msp!ﬂ o tokabitee

T4 ieoalio b o . :in:-im!:u_rn_

ani"hl avd Lﬂmanié shocdo g and _:IEPF]‘ ""‘l:iﬂ!_ﬂrﬂu"t 'h.p.'lrnnr

Haakb b e winles Yo 11'-1 b bearp u.i.!-& LA T 17T L:-;_H-e

wcidY vonas of tlonies meeolobls P vedradogh =7
J : Y
FiN

o

imwb"ﬁ ES AN

Aacdicg to o dockls chdy of 2s5c (oncherd U fomily

_wmm.u#mhi s Bo o wite F anl;
e el oaFa i ded Tl Teen '

L] 4
I'.'-_E Eﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂjlfh E.I-'E.L el Eﬂj_'!ﬂllnlﬁn !;;jl-\ ﬂ‘l._'- 'H.E Ml:l'uin..- 1'\:1l=£

e

Cambridge International AS and A Level Sociology 9699

9



Paper 1 The Family

10

S LY TR - TP hmd&%mﬁwu_ma__u
L bave o w._qwu gli_fﬂﬁ]\_tel_m '1"-95 dovie nn.é e by
o

1 .LL &£ 'H-‘b-‘ H_.f
—_m*h‘f u!r rwur.!eu me‘l'ii_l--: s Uﬂiiﬂ.ﬁﬂgrﬁ ::.!Tﬂw'hr-] E.-r‘.*u‘
ik cin_lh ’_m{_n_k_L n I'nl.' lLﬂ-

h.l,“ﬁ !E;|,|J| g !-pnéta Lj E!n:rﬂﬂ ﬂué !I'l-t ﬂlﬂjﬂ LE’DJ -?!l-
I:g“iﬂ::ﬂi 1% mt*:rnh

Tn I'F"'n..-_.ul r:r.a...-'l LI-"I"I'EnHE Ebﬂ* ﬂ.[ H‘H’ Lq(hﬂrﬂ] .*LF!'I‘-&,L{.;_&!
.nr uh H.n% charm Hat Yo ['n-_'wl:'-.! o 'I-'n-!--'l.lﬂlngr Fuw

Elﬂ'«.l:]f.l l.'.!m:lll H’ﬂk Jf“l?-n.-!n M&_‘E&mlL&_[ﬁjﬁﬂiﬂﬂdu_

i P ig ", 4
v Loy H,-Lnj " VT {:umﬂj

[ o, o'} =

fra i T o i Ay ﬂud. ]I.g{-rﬂn.l.l'.f
Exler i .
n{ l"’L-fJ r.-'u-{'llr;] H.ml 'I'i-ﬂnj Fatru I,.l-'|'Hr'tn | l::-m'lhl.ﬁ L-‘“H' l"lf A

b ehatus _
et e c!g“ﬂl Yot Ho

%ﬁ]&u{_‘m‘-hl i Yo Wekborr Luosld bo led b

i - W _--1;.-.4;!.-. “E e peoplo wew '-.i'vtwi
b o) e {""“"h”‘ b bodiKonal covekos on woett Leggae Dr
L IquI-u volgy aud Lq"n deatt rvaler  Berane |

fer———

Aoeily dodoe it W m-a, of W ua!uhuh_:ﬁ_man%_.__

{n wgthave wr:.rlg' haipmy H.— E-rli' |I"= F-:nM::n. L

PQMWMMALE“&&_‘RH—__

ir r';-m T e-d e J P

o Hu.mmﬁi_&{_f_!_kbm_glnhu o) 'i’!rq. nasded Woeaih |
o Heo's Le}n e Siviee, unr-.rdl}_&_m M

vhﬁ'g_u‘ W".-I-En; I|.Tu'hh:i fee b Elh.g}- Hu' tLL‘l-ﬂ'ltﬂ FE H_-: téi‘_‘..__Z

ﬁ

-.l-u.hl WD a:_:_n_n-v_ﬁ_ 5?_{ ,ér_l‘“_fi'l‘ﬂ fm Fﬁ':-:;'l.l:l-‘..;- d_'-!_h_‘.rﬁe.—-_

Cambridge International AS and A Level Sociology 9699



Paper 1 The Family

Pl

1:: EpHg-ﬁl.r '\m_dﬁﬂ:m
-“:E d.“"lr*'nn..]"r‘fﬂ Lo H"L' “Hrl.i'ul" EE"‘E I;EHL-: E: []M];ml]

hr'll'-ﬂ"n- ¥y [a) L] -|-E~.ru| L

L’E'E' r.iil.-fni .J;-:I.I\.E‘I k) ; “A g“-! "’Lﬂ-!' i r"-.'nl'

UI a.hw"_'T'_L_ l-rnﬂ'-lha _ﬁ;a uui_uu_p_g{_p_mf._g_g [-'

___Lﬁjbhbm,_ﬁha_nbm&_e_mm%r_mi_ﬁﬁh_fimm (¥
shows Mot W huleps ;ue rot  He  poehe Eg:i____T__-ﬂugm_'
D.hplll %ﬂm&:ﬁ ﬂt’llcr fn‘ﬂl—]—é—lﬁldl-l“'—il-—&ﬂ-}_r_ﬁl_ﬁ’_l.ﬁ‘_

ﬂ-n L4

Lq Be lapegad sz.m..ﬁ thot Weer oo Vew ood Yous 4oy en Yo

hf:;ﬂ %ﬁnﬂﬂ. G\ce MH&J& becicale o fomtureer Cmige hay

Lh} FLHIIP h"ﬁlhl:'-iw :I"Lu.-" |ll- lIrl.---.n. oy ok Ignf]l]u- |..n-'lH-' el

—__.f_ﬂ.ghﬂ !;ic=1 "—"ﬂ'-j thoie I:ll_r.n_JrLi_u-_'l.._lﬁ_L.!-_h:;lIﬂ: H: 3 ¥ n-*i' mI'

v»aJ.hL_‘:mm_ﬂ_lna_En‘_hi_SmJ_d)_B_]’:;JA E-urwu Shw.-:'-l }'L-d
[

;Jl'fﬁ 1% L) Fr

tehals Triﬂrﬂhuﬂ-r

tfﬁﬁ-lhﬂMﬂﬂno_nLaj__qumH ll"'w Juf_m-huw Wl

—Jﬂ.nu‘__]:!mu:_iﬁ/f.{_ﬂ’-‘_r_m?‘ﬂ wi b -ﬁhﬁmj 'f'_ﬂ._*th-l‘l (oo How, oy,
oo REHLLH.LEM._E'-i!nLP nwd utunnq_n;}_uﬂ,pml -fm:lm

tn..-.,.L.j H:Jﬂ.;ﬁﬂnl ﬂﬂgg Hmmzd.}_n,b"_kﬂﬂ e Tect e 1 angos bt
—cee

trlﬁphr!-u.-‘ !'E.l“rln"'!‘ e ARl H_'ﬂnpA i T:!Fp,l-n.,.«,}

T!} W pde i\

-ﬁlhf;-'u hv"' Ik "fl.'li'nj' Hﬂ-_ﬁ'l:

Wi %en t_jn.n.mg.—j with fvrsased o E-m, lebran  out -]ui-

r - ol totoalsd i aka

M!ﬂ:mdf_f;mﬂlﬁ_dﬁuﬁﬂ_ki g siake ai et
—t He dorrened

" = el

. He v al

P.-.m?‘l'i“.l Lnu‘ nF'h

BT ELH_E']—".!E Eﬂ"'fl!li Cncray Odomant Had liperkonel
Ia.lm.a_r; ll- hFD—fnhﬂThl‘l'nhuJ_ﬁn_mij_ngL‘

Cambridge International AS and A Level Sociology 9699

5,

1 »
[ ELEE{ Hf E‘hl"] L';-f Hft:l_-ui:: il &ﬂi o i [AsiafAda fb [y gmp!qﬂ

Wy

M



Paper 1 The Family

12

—HLLLL |.ﬂ'-.n|.-| | H..- O e oo E'f PL:'H-'I:I-JI in fl’] rl'1r|'|-'\-jI

.|:,|--.-,|1-.|,|-|-,- by LP-:-'JH Pk’rr‘.-ﬂ'-".-F.r'{Lr"E‘J ﬂTl '--'!"WF"- I|.‘=. L@LL:.J. ‘-'ﬁ L-'-r

_-U"_F _gp_g'-__ﬂ.l!_ _ﬂi‘_;ﬂ_nr_‘- Iillu'l-l i Habv Lryed IFE'I+ _E'\l-\.'-gi_ﬂl".rlll-l £yl

H—"
'L-w.:'lp.mv BRal dhow  Hab b ot f-':" }IL |; |i"-==_|n__-,r"-nJ'fuu-.

LBl Mrers s Iﬂrllam_]'..w_"‘ll T O N T E'_..F:."'_P.E*i_b:ll J‘J“‘_LJ“}F_; ST =

=¥} J:1".'4:1_.-;-.1 elra.. W 4 JJL- .-Illsh'urr n-r .'J!fw'nri.H o, led b ome

Onp e L Jr 'I;IZ-'-""‘-I"-"'-I e L‘HLH':—'nI" e e T“L“.+ '|-"n|-.‘=r|T-I'l-'-|' _/

% Boad b L
E_-HL H-Idr—wv— Esuuw e 15?{]_

ol AT e d e

ﬂ.ﬁ.ﬂ-!:.n.- L 7§ Lm%------'l-P %—w [ Ll ’1\

Examiner comment — grade A

(a)

(b)

(c)

This candidate clearly and correctly demonstrates an understanding of the meaning of diversity by
identifying family variations which are linked to structures and so gains full marks. Although the
comments on the types of diversity are accurate they are not necessary.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

The candidate began with a comment about the nature of Murdock'’s definition that was not required by
the question. The candidate then went on to clearly outline the gay/lesbian family as one that did not fit
his definition and therefore gained two marks. A second example was then identified, the lone-parent
household, and a reason why it does not fit into Murdock's definition explained gaining another two
marks.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 4

The candidate began by clearly identifying why the family may be changing through a decrease in the
importance of marriage, the growth of family diversity and individualism (individualisation). They then
developed a very cogent description of the way in which the role of women has changed in society
and how this has impacted on the family and family life. This was then developed into the types of
family that may have emerged and was well supported with concepts such as 'the chosen’ family.

The use of appropriate concepts is one way in which candidates can show the skills of knowledge and
understanding as well as demonstrate application by including the appropriate concepts in their answer.
The candidate selected theory effectively referring to functionalists and post modernists and in using
both Parsons and more contemporary sociologist such as Beck.

Mark awarded = 8 out of 8
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(d) A clear understanding of the work of Murdock began this answer and the candidate displayed a good
understanding of the question by contrasting this to the work of Gough. This was supported by more
contemporary reference to the modern trend to single parent families showing the higher order skill of
interpretation and application. The candidate then developed the debate well by the use of the work of
Young and Willmott as well as that of Anderson and Laslett. The skill of evaluation was then brought
in by outlining an element, namely diversity that these theorists may have overlooked. The candidate
outlined an evaluative argument describing different theories and theorist that entered Level 3 of the
mark scheme. This answer was excellent and the candidate applied all of the assessment objectives,
where appropriate, in their answer and is placed at the top of the grade.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 11

Total mark awarded = 24 out of 25
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Examiner comment — grade C

(a) The candidate correctly identified that diversity is linked to a range of family types ‘all the family types’

(b)

Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

Mark awarded = 3 out of 4

Cambridge International AS and A Level Sociology 9699

and made their understanding of what was a somewhat brief definition clear by adding examples.
Definitions do not require examples but in this case it underlined the candidate’s knowledge.

The candidate started with a confused statement about households that seemed to imply that families
cannot be households. They then went on to correctly identify single households as an example of a
household that does not fit into Murdock’s definition and gave a reason why this was so. This answer
was somewhat implicit but it still gained two marks. The candidate then correctly identified ‘shared’
household such as students for which another mark was awarded, but this type of household was not
described nor was the reason why it did not fit Murdock's definition of the family given. The question
asked for a description of the household that was named and no matter how brief this is needed if both
marks are to be awarded.



Paper 1 The Family

(¢) The candidate began by clearly identifying industrialisation as a reason the family is changing. The
majority of the answer described how the family changed rather than why it changed and so this was a
Level 1 answer. Limited use was made of Young and Willmott as well as a reference to the symmetrical
family. To go higher the candidate needed to include points that related to why the family may be
changing.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 8

(d) The candidate began with a clear description of the nuclear family. A list of other types of family forms
then followed, supported by the Rapaports that showed that the candidate was clearly answering the
guestion. The candidate then went into some more depth about single parent families and linked this
to secularisation. The following section included the views of feminists about these families that had
no relevance to this question. Other alternatives such as the homosexual and reconstituted family were
mentioned but no acknowledgement of the reconstituted family as a nuclear type was made. The
candidate entered the Level 2 by showing that both nuclear and other types of families are to be found.
Overall this was a competent answer but was reliant on knowledge and understanding. Evidence of the
other assessment objectives were present but not developed. This answer is at the lower end of the
grade.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 11

Total mark awarded = 14 out of 25

Cambridge International AS and A Level Sociology 9699 19
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Example candidate response — grade E
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22

Examiner comment — grade E

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

The candidate clearly identified types of families which were rewarded. The reference to conjugal as a
type of family was not allowed as this is a relationship rather than a structure and nuclear and extended
as examples did not add enough to types of families for credit.

Mark awarded = 1 out of 2

The answer to this question was brief but it did identify the lone or single parent family as not fitting
in to Murdock's definition because it lacks ‘two adults’ and this part of the answer was awarded
two marks. The second example of the childless couple was also awarded two marks as the lack of
offspring was identified.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 4

The start of this answer lacked clarity as the candidate referred to a changing society and not a
changing family as outlined in the question. There was then some limited use of geographical mobility,
the way in which it may have weakened the extended family and how other institutions have replaced
it. Some use was made of contraception and changing attitudes to legitimacy but then the candidate’s
answer became somewhat tangential as they described the effects of consumerism. There was some
confusion between how and why the family may have changed, so the candidate was awarded a mark
at the top of the Level 1.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 8

The candidate offered an assertive answer to this question that reflected the mark scheme ‘show only
a limited appreciation, or not, of the nuclear family’ and so was limited to the Level 1 and was awarded
two marks for showing that the nuclear family is the basic unit.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 11

This answer had evidence of some knowledge but did not develop the more evaluative answer in the
question and is at the lower end of the grade.

Total mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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Paper 1 The Family

Section B

Question 2

2 Explain and assess the view that families are no longer patriarchal in modern industrial societies.
[25]

Mark scheme

2 Explain and assess the view that families are no longer patriarchal in modern industrial
societies. [25]

L1 06 Lower at thiz level {1-3 marks), answers may be confined to one or two simple points
based on assertion or common sense understanding. For example, one or two simple
points about how men “gel their way” in families, or not, with no sociological support
or about who does what in families, such as men having more freedom or going to the
pub {or something similar) whilst women look after children may gain up to 3 marks.

Higher at this level, there may be a wider range of simple points bazed on assertion
or common sense understanding. For example, an answer showing some limited
understanding of the process of decision making such as men controlling the family
income may be awarded a mark of 6. At this level there may be no direct reference to
patriarchy.

L2z T=12 Answers at this level, will show some sociological knowledge and understanding of
the question and knowledge of the concept of patriarchy.

Lower at this level (7-9 marks), the answer may be confined to a narmow range of
points, lacking detail and possibly with some inaccuracies. For example, an outline of
the imporance of conjugal roles and the development of equality between pariners
with no reference to issues such as weaker family members would be worthy of the
lower marks in the level,

An outline of the domestic labour debate, with no critical development, such as the
way time is spent and the development of the symmetrical family with no
development, may gain up o 9 marks.

Higher in this level (10-12 marks), answers may either cover a narrow range of points
in reasonable detail or cover a wider range of points in limited detail.

Points candidates might cover include, discussion of power in conjugal roles such as
the control of family income, or decision making, or a discussion of other theories of
family relationships as oullined by feminists or Marxists (in this level it is unlikely thal
it will be by both). A clear understanding of patriarchy should ba shown at this leveal.
There may or may not be limited assessment in this level.
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24

L3 13-18

L4 19-25

Answers at this level will show good sociological knowledge and understanding. The
material used will be interpreted accurately and applied effectively to answering the
guestion, Thera is no requirement for assessmeant al this level although it may be
present.

Lowar at this level (13-15 marks), answers will demonstrate knowladge but this may
be limited in range. There will be litle or no use of concepts or theory, and the poinis
cavered may lack development,

Answers that enter this lewvel should refer to ideas linked fo evidence that shows a
growing trend lo equality, at least in some modern industrial societies, but that
studies, such as that of Dobash and Dobash, highlight weaknesses in this view.

Lower in the level the discussion may be limited 1o contrasting the ideas of Qakley,
Young and Willmott.

Other answers may display a detailed assessment of the different power relationships
batween differant members of the family but be unsupported by theory.

Higher at this level (16-18 marks), answers will use a wider range of knowledge,
supported by the use of concepts and theory where relevant and include well-
developed points.

To get to the higher end of the level, candidates should demonsirate good
understanding of the topic with some interpretation of the evidence such as the
variely of faminist views as oullined by liberal, Marxisl and radical faminists as well as
the concept of patriarchy. This may not just be limited to conjugal roles but may also
include other weaker members of families either in relation to men or women,
Howewver, this assessmeant will be lacking in detail and may rely on the juxtaposition of
different theories that may include post-modernist views, such as Nicolson, that
powerful ideclogies support some family types whilst devaluing others.

Answers at this level must achieve three things:
First, thare will be good sociological knowledge and understanding.

Second, the material used will be interpreted accurately and applied effectively 1o
answearing tha guestion.

Third, there musl also be some avidence of assessment,

Answers at this level will provide a solid account of relationships within families
including both conjugal roles and other relationships within families; one possible way
to approach this question is by control of other family members. There should also be
a sustained and well informed assassment of activities and power such as the work of
Edgell and decision making.

Lower al this level (19-21 marks), the assessment may be largely deliverad through
juxtaposition of contrasting arguments and theores such as functionalisis as
supported by such studies as Young and Willmott and feminists such as Bameft and
Mcintosh, Alternatively, the assessment may be limited to jusl one or two evaluative
points that are explicitly stated.

Higher at this level (22—-25 marks), there will be sustained assessment and the paints
offered will be explicit and well-directed towards the question. Thiz analysis may take
the form of arguing that feminism is not one coherent theory and the evidence of the
lack of evidence to support the symmelrical family in a variety of socielies.
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Another way of gaining the highest level, would be to outline the various ways in
which families are dominaled by patriarchy with such examples as the giving of
dowries, famale infanticide and female mutilation.

An allernative answer may evaluate the power of women lo control men through
public shame as confrasted by lzzat both in traditional and modem industrial
societies,

Concepts such as patriarchy, the new man, domestic violence, pooling, decision
making, march of progress, dual burden, emotion work, the commercialisation of
housework and equality may be referred to. There should be a balanced conclusion
to gain full marks.
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Example candidate response — grade A
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Paper 1 The Family

Examiner comment — grade A

The candidate starts with a clear statement outlining that there is no definitive answer and then gives a
succinct definition of patriarchy. The issue of patriarchy as a concept that can be explained in different

ways is raised pointing to an evaluative approach but it is not made clear what these ways are. The work

of Young and Willmott is used to show the growth of equality in stage three families and this is done
effectively by reference just to that stage without any superfluous mention of the other stages. This is

then directly evaluated by contrasting those findings to the work of Oakley and Edgell displaying the skill of
evaluation. The candidate then looks at a range of ways in which patriarchy or equality can be found in terms
of the division of labour, decision making and money management. These are well supported by a variety

of theorists and their work is contrasted to show that there is conflicting evidence and different ways of
interpreting equality or patriarchy.

The candidate also evaluates the way in which evidence is judged by asking the question ‘on what basis
can you consider money division equal?’ Again a question is posed that asks do women have to know they
are oppressed to be so. This points to the skills of interpretation and application. The role of governments in
changing the laws is considered as well as its effects. Once more this is supported by a range of feminist
views that the family still exploits women in spite of legal changes. An interesting debate is raised about the
situation of single mothers being free of male oppression but subjected to oppression in other ways and the
role of the New Right as supporters of patriarchy is raised.

The concept of emotion work is used effectively and this is well supported by the work of Duncombe and
Marsden and the triple shift. The candidate explains how this leads to socialising gender values into society
and then contrasts this to the view that women are more economically independent than in the past.
Throughout the answer the candidate is focused, well-informed and produces evaluative answer which is
towards the top of the grade. All assessment objectives are to be found throughout the answer and the
candidate clearly achieved all three triggers required to enter Level 4. In order for the candidate to gain full
marks, there should be a balanced conclusion.

Mark awarded = 24 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade C
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36

Examiner comment — grade C

The candidate opens the essay with a statement indicating that there is a debate which demonstrates
knowledge of the subject. Application of the correct material is shown by indicating that modernisation
and education have weakened patriarchy whilst identifying that it is the feminists who disagree with the
proposition posed in the question. A long section follows in which the candidate outlines the functionalist
view of the family. This is factually correct but the candidate does not focus this long section of their
answer on the question. The candidate then contrasts this with the Marxist view and the way in which
the development of private property lead to patriarchy is outlined. Although there is some speculation
about how the lives of males and females should develop there is some useful reference to the origins

of patriarchy and use of concepts such as the triple shift. There then follows a long list of the findings of
different sociologists that describes different roles and relationships to be found within marriage.

Good use was made by reference to contemporary societies and the rates of female infanticide but the
candidate would have received more marks if the answer had related to more gender based relationships
in families as a whole and not concentrated almost totally on marriage. The candidate successfully showed
that there is a debate, which can be supported by evidence, demonstrating that patriarchy has weakened
but also that it is also still to be found.

This answer could have been improved by linking the evidence quoted to each side of the debate. Further
marks could have been gained by showing the strengths and limitations of the evidence used. The time
for this could have been found by limiting the lengthy descriptions and avoiding personal speculation about
what should happen and so this answer is towards the lower end of the grade.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade E
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Examiner comment — grade E

The candidate begins with a definition of patriarchy which identifies male-domination, domestic work and
violence. The former is a part of patriarchy but although domestic exploitation and violence may be present
they are not always to be found in patriarchy. To improve the candidate needed to demonstrate a more firm
grasp of the concept. The candidate then further expands the role of patriarchy as the power of the males in
the family. Assertion about the decline of patriarchy in some societies is then outlined and this would have
been worth a higher mark if it had been linked to some sociological theory or evidence. The position of the
lone-parent mother as one free of patriarchy is then described but again this is unsupported other than by
general points such as that of education.

The candidate then shows that there are contrasting views and introduces some theory by reference to
the feminists and Marxists but the points about Marxism are confused. The candidate then introduces
meritocracy as a factor that has changed the position of women but this is undeveloped and not related to
the question, in order to gain the most from an answer all points should be linked to the question so that
assessment objectives such as analysis can be demonstrated. The candidate then considers cohabitation
and how that may have enabled females to have more freedom. They also assert that the nuclear family
provides females with a better life style and this is debateable. This is followed by more assertion that
patriarchy has or has not diminished.

Overall the answer is characterised by assertion but the candidate does show that there is a debate

with limited reference to feminists and Marxists. Some use is made of education and the ways in which
patriarchy may be expressed. In order to gain a higher mark the candidate needed support their assertion
by reference to either sociological theory or the evidence from empirical studies. The answer is at the lower
end of the grade.

Mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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Question 3
3 Explain and assess the view that childhood is a time when children are free from the pressures of
adult life., [25]

Mark scheme

3 Explain and assess the view that childhood is a time when children are free from the
pressures of adult life. [25]

L1 06 Lower al this level (1-3 marks), answers may be confined to one or lwo simple points
based on assertion or common sense understanding. For example, one or two simple
points about the way in which children spend their time with no reference to what is
meant by the pressures of adull life or with no sociclogical support.

Higher at this level, there may be a wider range of simple points based on assertion
or common sensa understanding. For example, if somea limited understanding of tha
process of socialisation is shown such as the way in which the child learns acceptable
behaviours and values in their sociely or dascriptions of the situation of feral children,
Other answers may make a few paoints about how children copy the behaviours of
others through play and learn o become boys and girls.

L2 7-12 Answers al this level will show some sociological knowledge and understanding of the
question.

Lowaer at this lavel (7-9 marks), answars may be confined to a narrow range of points,
lacking detail and possibly with some inaccuracies. For example, an outline of the
importance of socialisation into the culture of a particular society with no reference o
izsues such as laws that may have been passed to protect children. Or responses
which offer only a general answer relating to the importance of human socialisation
with no development may gain up to 9 marks.

Higher at this level (10-12 marks), answers may either cover a narrow range of points
in reasonable delail or cover a wider range of painls in limited detail.

This could include such points as an outling of the ‘march of progress’ view showing
the position of children improving, children valued, protected, cared for and educated
or an outline of conflict theories about inequalities between children. Or a discussion
of other inequaliies between children and adults that cause dependency and
Opprassion.

L3 1318 Answers at this level will show good sociological knowledge and understanding. The
material used will be interpreted accurately and applied effectively to answering the
question. There is no requirement for assessment at this level although it may be
presant,

Answers that enter this level may refer to ideas linked to the experiences of different
groups of children; that not all children within one society will share the same social
position, gender or ethnicity and this will influence the way their childhood is spent.

Lower al this level (13-15 marks), answers may use a narrow range of knowladge,
there will be limited use of concepts or theory, and the points covered may lack
development.

Answers lower in the level may be limited to a discussion of when childhood ends for

different groups. For example when children are expected to join the adull world and
assumea adult responsibilities.
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Higher at this level (1618 marks), answers will use a wider range of knowledge,
supporied by the use of concepts and theory where relevant and include some well-
developed points.

To get inlo the higher end of the level there should be a consideration of some
evidance such as the conseguences of extended education in some sociaties. Othear
answers may display a detailed assessmeant of different expeariences in childhood but
be unsupported by much knowledge. Other answers may consider the extent to which
childhood is a time of innocence/protection in an age when the media blurs the
distinction between children and adulis. However, this assessment may be lacking in
detail and rely on the juxtaposition of the diferent ways in which childhood is
expenenced for different groups such as girls as opposed to boys and the way that
they may be either more protected, or exposed to harsh treatment than males such
as the consaquences of lzzal.

L4 19-25 Answers at this level must achieve three things:

First, there will be good sociological knowledge and understanding.

Second, the material used will be interpreted accurately and applied effectively to
answering the question.

Third, there must alzso be some evidence of assessment.

Answers at this level will provide a solid account of the experience of childhood
including a historical view of the development of childhood. There will alzo be a
sustained and well informed assessment of the march of progress theory as
supporied by the development of laws 1o prolect children.

Lower at this level (19-21 marks), the assessment may be largely delivered through
juxtaposition of contrasting arguments and theories such as Marxist and feminist
which highlight the inegualities between children both between and within families
and socielies

Higher at this level (22-25 marks), there will be sustained assessment and the points
offered will be explicit and well-directed towards the question. There is likely to be a
well-farmulated conclusion.

This may include a more direct analysis of the way in which childhood may, or may
not, be protacted. This analysis may take the form of arguing that children are kept
separate and controlled in society and this is then contrasted to examples of how
children are exposed lo whatl others are exposed to in their socielies. For example
exploitation in work (Brannen girls and domestic labour), or children who are not
excluded from society (Holmes, children in Samoa never considered too young to
underlake a task in sociely).

Another way of gaining the highest level would be to explore the examples of abuse
thal children experence in spite of laws to prolect them such as mentalphysical
abuse or neglect, child soldiers or the experience of street children and how they are
dealt with. Cross-cultural examples can be quoted with credit. Concepts such as the
social construction of childhood, separateness (Pilcher), gelden age, age status,
inequality and child centred may be referred to. There shoukd be a balanced
conclusion to gain full marks.
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Example candidate response — grade A
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Examiner comment — grade A

The candidate begins with a clear view of childhood as seen from a western perspective and this is
supported by the work of Pilcher and ‘seperateness’. This is then contrasted by time, place and culture again
supported by Wagg. The candidate further develops the historical perspective and, using the work of Aries,
outlines how childhood has changed due to such factors as education, legal changes and contraception at
least within the western world. The march of progress theory is considered and this is contrasted to Marxist
theory and the two are juxtaposed showing evaluation of the evidence. This evaluation is further displayed
in the work of Postman and the disappearance of childhood. At this point the candidate is a bit vague as

to the theorists that are being referred to and one way to improve an answer is by accurate reference to
theorist and theory. However, the candidate does show that the topic is well understood and that they have
interpreted and evaluated the material in relation to education, information technology and rights.

Overall this was a well constructed answer which had a clear understanding of the topic, supported by a
range of contemporary sociological theorists and the candidate had a clear understanding of childhood as a
social construction. To have achieved a higher mark the development of childhood in non-western cultures
and the ways in which for many children childhood is not a period of freedom from the pressures of adult
life could have been developed. However, the candidate achieved all three triggers needed for Level 4. This
answer is in the middle of the grade.

Mark awarded = 21 out of 25
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Examiner comment — grade C

The candidate began by showing that they understood childhood as a social construction although they did
not use that term which would have been an improvement. An outline of childhood (or the lack of childhood)
in the past was then given supported by the ways in which this could change and develop as postulated

by Aries. It was noted that childhood is not the same everywhere and this was related to gender, ethnicity
and class. These were valid points but could have been improved by the inclusion of specific examples,
such as what the boys were allowed to do that the girls could not, or theoretical evidence. There was some
speculation as to the meaning of childhood ‘nowadays’. This could have been improved by placing childhood
in context and showing how this could be different for different cultures or sub-cultures. The candidate then
became somewhat tangential about sociologists who argue if the rules are for the ‘benefit’ of children or
not. This could have been omitted giving more time to explore issues such as child abuse which were barely
touched upon.

The candidate then concluded by describing some of the socialisation that takes place in childhood as well
as an outline of how children should be treated. The candidate clearly demonstrated some knowledge and
understanding of the topic. The answer could have been improved by including some concepts as well as
a more detail of theory or empirical evidence. Knowledge was shown throughout and some analysis of the
ways different groups may be treated and so is towards the top of the grade.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade E
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54

Examiner comment — grade E

The candidate began with an assertive statement that agreed with the question that children are free from
the pressures of adult life. They then went on to describe some of the ways in which socialisation takes
place in childhood in line with Level 1 of the mark scheme. The candidate then outlined how some children
may have to work or face ‘the death of childhood’ and although Aries was mentioned it was by no means
clear how his work is connected to the death of childhood. In order to improve the candidate needed to
clearly outline the work of Aries and relate it to the question. The candidate then went on to state ‘At this
stage’. Again it needed to be made clear what stage was being referred to. The implication was that a
childhood free from the pressures of adult life but to access a higher level it needed to be explicit which
children were being described in which society at what time. Pilcher was quoted as a supporter of childhood
but, this was unfocused and to achieve a higher level the candidate needed to make it clear in what way
she regards childhood. The same can be said about child abuse. This is a valid point but could have been
developed more effectively if it had been related to a society or backed by evidence, such as the United
Nations. The candidate understood that childhood is not fixed either by time or place. There was some
development of the points but these were limited and generally unsupported. This answer was just below
what is required for a grade E answer.

Mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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