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Examiner comment – grade A

(a)  This candidate clearly and correctly demonstrates an understanding of  the meaning of diversity by 

identifying family variations which  are linked to structures and so gains full marks. Although the 

comments on the types of diversity are accurate they are not necessary.

 Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

(b)  The candidate began with a comment about the nature of Murdock’s defi nition that was not required by 

the question. The candidate then went on to clearly outline the gay/lesbian family as one that did not fi t 

his defi nition and therefore gained two marks. A second example was then identifi ed, the lone-parent 

household, and a reason why it does not fi t into Murdock’s defi nition explained gaining another two 

marks. 

 Mark awarded = 4 out of 4

(c)  The candidate began by clearly identifying why the family may be changing through a decrease in the 

importance of marriage, the growth of family diversity and individualism (individualisation).  They then 

developed a very cogent description of the way in which the role of women has changed in society 

and how this has impacted on the family and family life. This was then developed into the types of 

family that may have emerged and was well supported with concepts such as ‘the chosen’ family. 

The use of appropriate concepts is one way in which candidates can show the skills of knowledge and 

understanding as well as demonstrate application by including the appropriate concepts in their answer. 

The candidate selected theory effectively referring to functionalists and post modernists and in using 

both Parsons and more contemporary sociologist such as Beck.

 Mark awarded = 8 out of 8
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(d)  A clear understanding of the work of Murdock began this answer and the candidate displayed a good 

understanding of the question by contrasting this to the work of Gough. This was supported by more 

contemporary reference to the modern trend to single parent families showing the higher order skill of 

interpretation and application. The candidate then developed the debate well by the use of the work of 

Young and Willmott as well as that of Anderson and Laslett. The skill of evaluation was then brought 

in by outlining an element, namely diversity that these theorists may have overlooked. The candidate 

outlined an evaluative argument describing different theories and theorist that entered Level 3 of the 

mark scheme. This answer was excellent and the candidate applied all of the assessment objectives, 

where appropriate, in their answer and is placed at the top of the grade. 

 Mark awarded = 10 out of 11

Total mark awarded = 24 out of 25
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Examiner comment – grade C

(a)  The candidate correctly identifi ed that diversity is linked to a range of family types ‘all the family types’ 

and made their understanding of what was a somewhat brief defi nition clear by adding examples. 

Defi nitions do not require examples but in this case it underlined the candidate’s knowledge. 

 Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

(b)  The candidate started with a confused statement about households that seemed to imply that families 

cannot be households. They then went on to correctly identify single households as an example of a 

household that does not fi t into Murdock’s defi nition and gave a reason why this was so. This answer 

was somewhat implicit but it still gained two marks.  The candidate then correctly identifi ed ‘shared’ 

household such as students for which another mark was awarded, but this type of household was not 

described nor was the reason why it did not fi t Murdock’s defi nition of the family given. The question 

asked for a description of the household that was named and no matter how brief this is needed if both 

marks are to be awarded. 

 Mark awarded = 3 out of 4
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(c)  The candidate began by clearly identifying industrialisation as a reason the family is changing. The 

majority of the answer described how the family changed rather than why it changed and so this was a 

Level 1 answer. Limited use was made of Young and Willmott as well as a reference to the symmetrical 

family. To go higher the candidate needed to include points that related to why the family may be 

changing. 

 Mark awarded = 3 out of 8

(d)  The candidate began with a clear description of the nuclear family. A list of other types of family forms 

then followed, supported by the Rapaports that showed that the candidate was clearly answering the 

question. The candidate then went into some more depth about single parent families and linked this 

to secularisation.  The following section included the views of feminists about these families that had 

no relevance to this question. Other alternatives such as the homosexual and reconstituted family were 

mentioned but no acknowledgement of the reconstituted family as a nuclear type was made. The 

candidate entered the Level 2 by showing that both nuclear and other types of families are to be found.  

Overall this was a competent answer but was reliant on knowledge and understanding. Evidence of the 

other assessment objectives were present but not developed. This answer is at the lower end of the 

grade. 

 Mark awarded = 6 out of 11

Total mark awarded = 14 out of 25
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Examiner comment – grade E

(a)  The candidate clearly identifi ed types of families which were rewarded. The reference to conjugal as a 

type of family was not allowed as this is a relationship rather than a structure and nuclear and extended 

as examples did not add enough to types of families for credit.

 Mark awarded = 1 out of 2

(b)  The answer to this question was brief but it did identify the lone or single parent family as not fi tting 

in to Murdock’s defi nition because it lacks ‘two adults’ and this part of the answer was awarded 

two marks. The second example of the childless couple was also awarded two marks as the lack of 

offspring was identifi ed.

 Mark awarded = 4 out of 4

(c)  The start of this answer lacked clarity as the candidate referred to a changing society and not a 

changing family as outlined in the question.  There was then some limited use of geographical mobility, 

the way in which it may have weakened the extended family and how other institutions have replaced 

it. Some use was made of contraception and changing attitudes to legitimacy but then the candidate’s 

answer became somewhat tangential as they described the effects of consumerism. There was some 

confusion between how and why the family may have changed, so the candidate was awarded a mark 

at the top of the Level 1.

 Mark awarded = 4 out of 8

(d)  The candidate offered an assertive answer to this question that refl ected the mark scheme ‘show only 

a limited appreciation, or not, of the nuclear family’ and so was limited to the Level 1 and was awarded 

two marks for showing that the nuclear family is the basic unit.

 Mark awarded = 2 out of 11

This answer had evidence of some knowledge but did not develop the more evaluative answer in the 

question and is at the lower end of the grade.

Total mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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Examiner comment – grade A

The candidate starts with a clear statement outlining that there is no defi nitive answer and then gives a 

succinct defi nition of patriarchy. The issue of patriarchy as a concept that can be explained in different 

ways is raised pointing to an evaluative approach but it is not made clear what these ways are. The work 

of Young and Willmott is used to show the growth of equality in stage three families and this is done 

effectively by reference just to that stage without any superfl uous mention of the other stages. This is 

then directly evaluated by contrasting those fi ndings to the work of Oakley and Edgell displaying the skill of 

evaluation. The candidate then looks at a range of ways in which patriarchy or equality can be found in terms 

of the division of labour, decision making and money management. These are well supported by a variety 

of theorists and their work is contrasted to show that there is confl icting evidence and different ways of 

interpreting equality or patriarchy. 

The candidate also evaluates the way in which evidence is judged by asking the question ‘on what basis 

can you consider money division equal?’ Again a question is posed that asks do women have to know they 

are oppressed to be so. This points to the skills of interpretation and application. The role of governments in 

changing the laws is considered as well as its effects. Once more this is supported by a range of feminist 

views that the family still exploits women in spite of legal changes. An interesting debate is raised about the 

situation of single mothers being free of male oppression but subjected to oppression in other ways and the 

role of the New Right as supporters of patriarchy is raised. 

The concept of emotion work is used effectively and this is well supported by the work of Duncombe and 

Marsden and the triple shift. The candidate explains how this leads to socialising gender values into society 

and then contrasts this to the view that women are more economically independent than in the past. 

Throughout the answer the candidate is focused, well-informed and produces evaluative answer which is 

towards the top of the grade. All assessment objectives are to be found throughout the answer and the 

candidate clearly achieved all three triggers required to enter Level 4. In order for the candidate to gain full 

marks, there should be a balanced conclusion.

Mark awarded = 24 out of 25
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Examiner comment – grade C

The candidate opens the essay with a statement indicating that there is a debate which demonstrates 

knowledge of the subject. Application of the correct material is shown by indicating that modernisation 

and education have weakened patriarchy whilst identifying that it is the feminists who disagree with the 

proposition posed in the question. A long section follows in which the candidate outlines the functionalist 

view of the family. This is factually correct but the candidate does not focus this long section of their 

answer on the question. The candidate then contrasts this with the Marxist view and the way in which 

the development of private property lead to patriarchy is outlined. Although there is some speculation 

about how the lives of males and females should develop there is some useful reference to the origins 

of patriarchy and use of concepts such as the triple shift. There then follows a long list of the fi ndings of 

different sociologists that describes different roles and relationships to be found within marriage. 

Good use was made by reference to contemporary societies and the rates of female infanticide but the 

candidate would have received more marks if the answer had related to more gender based relationships 

in families as a whole and not concentrated almost totally on marriage. The candidate successfully showed 

that there is a debate, which can be supported by evidence, demonstrating that patriarchy has weakened 

but also that it is also still to be found. 

This answer could have been improved by linking the evidence quoted to each side of the debate. Further 

marks could have been gained by showing the strengths and limitations of the evidence used. The time 

for this could have been found by limiting the lengthy descriptions and avoiding personal speculation about 

what should happen and so this answer is towards the lower end of the grade.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment – grade E

The candidate begins with a defi nition of patriarchy which identifi es male-domination, domestic work and 

violence. The former is a part of patriarchy but although domestic exploitation and violence may be present 

they are not always to be found in patriarchy. To improve the candidate needed to demonstrate a more fi rm 

grasp of the concept. The candidate then further expands the role of patriarchy as the power of the males in 

the family. Assertion about the decline of patriarchy in some societies is then outlined and this would have 

been worth a higher mark if it had been linked to some sociological theory or evidence. The position of the 

lone-parent mother as one free of patriarchy is then described but again this is unsupported other than by 

general points such as that of education. 

The candidate then shows that there are contrasting views and introduces some theory by reference to 

the feminists and Marxists but the points about Marxism are confused. The candidate then introduces 

meritocracy as a factor that has changed the position of women but this is undeveloped and not related to 

the question, in order to gain the most from an answer all points should be linked to the question so that 

assessment objectives such as analysis can be demonstrated. The candidate then considers cohabitation 

and how that may have enabled females to have more freedom. They also assert that the nuclear family 

provides females with a better life style and this is debateable.  This is followed by more assertion that 

patriarchy has or has not diminished. 

Overall the answer is characterised by assertion but the candidate does show that there is a debate 

with limited reference to feminists and Marxists. Some use is made of education and the ways in which 

patriarchy may be expressed. In order to gain a higher mark the candidate needed support their assertion 

by reference to either sociological theory or the evidence from empirical studies. The answer is at the lower 

end of the grade.

Mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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Examiner comment – grade A

The candidate begins with a clear view of childhood as seen from a western perspective and this is 

supported by the work of Pilcher and ‘seperateness’. This is then contrasted by time, place and culture again 

supported by Wagg. The candidate further develops the historical perspective and, using the work of Aries, 

outlines how childhood has changed due to such factors as education, legal changes and contraception at 

least within the western world. The march of progress theory is considered and this is contrasted to Marxist 

theory and the two are juxtaposed showing evaluation of the evidence. This evaluation is further displayed 

in the work of Postman and the disappearance of childhood. At this point the candidate is a bit vague as 

to the theorists that are being referred to and one way to improve an answer is by accurate reference to 

theorist and theory. However, the candidate does show that the topic is well understood and that they have 

interpreted and evaluated the material in relation to education, information technology and rights. 

Overall this was a well constructed answer which had a clear understanding of the topic, supported by a 

range of contemporary sociological theorists and the candidate had a clear understanding of childhood as a 

social construction. To have achieved a higher mark the development of childhood in non-western cultures 

and the ways in which for many children childhood is not a period of freedom from the pressures of adult 

life could have been developed. However, the candidate achieved all three triggers needed for Level 4. This 

answer is in the middle of the grade.

Mark awarded = 21 out of 25
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Examiner comment – grade C

The candidate began by showing that they understood childhood as a social construction although they did 

not use that term which would have been an improvement. An outline of childhood (or the lack of childhood) 

in the past was then given supported by the ways in which this could change and develop as postulated 

by Aries. It was noted that childhood is not the same everywhere and this was related to gender, ethnicity 

and class. These were valid points but could have been improved by the inclusion of specifi c examples, 

such as what the boys were allowed to do that the girls could not, or theoretical evidence. There was some 

speculation as to the meaning of childhood ‘nowadays’. This could have been improved by placing childhood 

in context and showing how this could be different for different cultures or sub-cultures. The candidate then 

became somewhat tangential about sociologists who argue if the rules are for the ‘benefi t’ of children or 

not. This could have been omitted giving more time to explore issues such as child abuse which were barely 

touched upon. 

The candidate then concluded by describing some of the socialisation that takes place in childhood as well 

as an outline of how children should be treated. The candidate clearly demonstrated some knowledge and 

understanding of the topic. The answer could have been improved by including some concepts as well as 

a more detail of theory or empirical evidence. Knowledge was shown throughout and some analysis of the 

ways different groups may be treated and so is towards the top of the grade.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Examiner comment – grade E

The candidate began with an assertive statement that agreed with the question that children are free from 

the pressures of adult life. They then went on to describe some of the ways in which socialisation takes 

place in childhood in line with Level 1 of the mark scheme. The candidate then outlined how some children 

may have to work or face ‘the death of childhood’ and although Aries was mentioned it was by no means 

clear how his work is connected to the death of childhood. In order to improve the candidate needed to 

clearly outline the work of Aries and relate it to the question. The candidate then went on to state ‘At this 

stage’. Again it needed to be made clear what stage was being referred to. The implication was that a 

childhood free from the pressures of adult life but to access a higher level it needed to be explicit which 

children were being described in which society at what time. Pilcher was quoted as a supporter of childhood 

but, this was unfocused and to achieve a higher level the candidate needed to make it clear in what way 

she regards childhood. The same can be said about child abuse. This is a valid point but could have been 

developed more effectively if it had been related to a society or backed by evidence, such as the United 

Nations. The candidate understood that childhood is not fi xed either by time or place. There was some 

development of the points but these were limited and generally unsupported. This answer was just below 

what is required for a grade E answer.

Mark awarded = 11 out of 25


