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Mark scheme 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – high  
 
Part a 
The candidate shows a sound overall knowledge of the period and some understanding of the sources. They 
are able to explain some of the motivations of the sources and highlight broad differences between the two, 
as well as some general similarities. However, this answer does not always focus on comparing the two 
sources or establishing to what extent they agree, as requested by the question. In order to move higher up 
the mark scheme for this part of the question, the candidate needed to analyse the sources closely to 
highlight key similarities and differences in relation to the question asked. The candidate could then have use 
knowledge and understanding of the provenance of the sources to greater effect. 
 
Mark awarded for part a = 6 out of 15 
 
Part b 
The candidate demonstrates good understanding of the sources and focuses clearly on the question from 
the start. There is useful evaluation of the content of the sources in relation to the assertion in the question, 
and each source is grouped according to whether it agrees or disagrees with it. Although grouping sources B 
and D together as disagreeing with the assertion, the candidate can still recognise their differences. The 
candidate comments on the nature, origin and purpose of the sources, using these as a context for their 
evaluation. This moves the candidate into Level 4 of the mark scheme. To move into Level 5, the answer 
needed to spend more time weighing up the sources in order to give an overall conclusion. 
 
Mark awarded for part b = 19 out of 25 
 
Total marks awarded = 25 out of 40 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – middle  
 
Part a 
The candidate tries to focus on the content of the sources, which makes this a sound answer. Marks are 
awarded for identifying a similarity between the two sources at the beginning of the response, although this 
could have been explained and/or illustrated more clearly. The candidate then goes on to try to discuss 
differences between the sources, but struggles to make a clear comparison of their content or link them 
directly to the question. As part of this the candidate indirectly identifies a similarity and is credited 
accordingly. Overall the candidate is credited within Level 2 of the mark scheme, having failed to clearly 
identify both similarities and differences.  
 
Mark awarded for part a = 5 out of 15 
 
Part b 
The candidate makes a clear start by focusing on the sources and linking them to the question in the 
introduction. The candidate then identifies the way in which the sources agree or disagree with the assertion 
about nationalism being the principal cause of the revolutions in Germany. This puts the response firmly 
within Level 3, as the candidate is able to both support and challenge the assertion using evidence from the 
sources. In order to improve, the candidate would need to look beyond the face value evidence of the 
sources to comment on their nature, origin and purpose, and use these to help them assess the level of 
support they give to the assertion. At this stage the candidate could also use more contextual knowledge to 
test the weight of the sources.  
 
Mark awarded for part b = 13 out of 25 
 
Total marks awarded = 18 out of 40 
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Examiner comment – low  
 
Part a 
The candidate demonstrates some understanding of the sources and the period but struggles to make a 
direct comparison between the two sources that is relevant to the question. The sources are mostly 
discussed and analysed separately and so, while the comments made are reasonable, the candidate does 
not meet the requirements of the question. The answer does identify an overall similarity between the two 
sources although this is largely implied. This means, however, that the answer is placed at the bottom of 
Level 2. To improve, the candidate needs to directly compare the content of the two sources in relation to the 
question, and look for similarities and differences.  
 
Mark awarded for part a = 4 out of 15 
 
Part b 
This response is based on the four sources given and the candidate makes some reasonable comments 
about their content. The candidate analyses the content of each source but in quite general terms. There are 
also references to the nature, origin and purpose of the sources. The main weakness of the answer is the 
lack of clear links between the source analysis and the assertion ‘Nationalism was the principal cause of the 
revolutions in Germany in 1848’. The candidate only really mentions nationalism when dealing with Source C 
and this is already clearly in the source. Overall, the sources are not really used to test the assertion but 
rather the sources are analysed on their own. The candidate is given some Level 2 marks for the simple 
references to nationalism but to improve there would need to be clear agreement and disagreement with the 
assertion based on the sources.  
 
Mark awarded for part b = 9 out of 25 
 
Total marks awarded = 13 out of 40 
  


