Paper 4 — Depth Study

Question 1: Europe of the Dictators, 1918—1941

1

‘Lenin failed to solve Russia’s economic problems. How far do you agree? [30]

Mark scheme

1

‘Lenin failed to solve Russia’s economic problems.’ How far do you agree? [30]

An analysis of Russia’s economic problems in 1917-18 and then of Lenin’s attempts to manage
them is expected here. An examination of the situation in 1917—18 would indicate an inheritance
of staggering difficulty, and a contrast with the situation in 1224 shows substantial progress,
admittedly from a low base.

Total breakdown was the order of the day on Bolshevik accession to power. Infrastructure had
collapsed, there was anarchy in the countryside, the governing and managerial class had largely
disappeared. Brest-Litovsk saw the disappearance of food and raw materials, civil war raged
throughout large parts of Russia as well as foreign invasions. War Communism evidently failed
and famine and cannibalism were features of Russia at the time. Hostility to the regime was
endemic, both within and outside Russia. The money economy had collapsed and inflation was
out of control.

By 1924, the situation had changed radically. Central planning was coming in. The NEP ensured
that food production recommenced and that a money economy was beginning to return to
normal. Industrial production did not reach 1913 levels until 1928, and then it was only by making
use of existing assets. There was a growing awareness of what the problems were by 1924 and a
debate growing about possible solutions. Arguably he did little more than apply cosmetic
measures to ensure temporary survival and left the attempt to apply an ideologically-based
solution to his successors. The evidence points to ‘yes’ but ‘any’ might seem harsh.
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Example candidate response — low
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Examiner comment — low

This response did not start well. There seemed to be no connection between the first and second sentences.
There was just a statement in the second sentence with no supporting reasons or any indication of balance.
More successful answers to this question began by describing the nature and extent of the economic
problems facing Russia in the period 1917 to 1924 and then indicated whether Lenin did or did not succeed
in dealing with them. The second paragraph gained no credit as it was not linked to economic issues. The
lack of any identification of what the economic problems were resulted in low marks. There seemed to be an
assumption that there were some problems, but what they were was never made clear. The point about
Brest-Litovsk was not developed, and the link between it and the actual question was not apparent. Much the
same could be said of the paragraph about the CHEKA. It was only towards the end of the essay with the
sections on War Communism and the NEP that credit started to be gained for relevant material and there
were signs of a response to the question set. The conclusion did not really seem to fit in with the earlier
detail.

For higher marks there needed to be much more focus on the question and careful reflection on the nature
and extent of the economic (not political) problems which faced Lenin when he seized power. There needed
to be a much higher level of supporting detail linked to the question. Paragraphs needed to have a clearer
point made followed by relevant supporting information.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 30
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