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Section A: Theory and methods 
 
1 Source A 
 

Redfield studied the village of Tepoztlan in Mexico in the 1920s. Oscar Lewis studied the same 
village 17 years later. Redfield’s findings were that the village was close knit, harmonious and 
happy. However, Lewis’ findings were that the village was full of conflict, envy and people did not 
trust each other. Redfield and Lewis believed they had different findings due to differences in 
themselves as researchers. Due to these differences their studies lack reliability. Their 
differences in findings also lead to questions about the validity of their results. 

 
Below is an adapted extract from Redfield’s notebook, where he describes life in the village of 
Tepoztlan. 

 
Deaths and Funerals 
Dec 17th. This afternoon, occasional band music was heard south of us. I asked Ignacio what it 
was, and his account, supplemented by what I saw, was as follows: 

 
The little daughter … died last night. The father, according to custom, hired musicians to come to 
the house this morning. They played cheerful music all day. At three o’clock this afternoon, the 
funeral procession left the house and travelled down the road. It passed the bell of the chapel of 
San Miguel, in the area where the girl had lived. The band was laughing, talking and playing lively 
music. Then immediately came four men, carrying the stretcher bearing the body of the girl. 

 
(a) From the evidence in Source A, identify the research method being used by  

Redfield and Lewis. [2] 
 

Two marks for case study.  
One mark for partial answer, e.g. observation allow participant observation 

 
 
 (b) Identify two problems researchers might face researching a community that they  

are not a member of. [2] 
 

• Access to activities of sample 

• Acceptance by group 

• Causing observer effect 

• Understanding of/empathy with the group’s activities 

• Gaining trust 

• Loosing objectivity 

• Ethical issues 

• Any other reasonable response. 
 

Note: Only allow reference to time and cost if in context, e.g. it may cost a lot of  
money because it takes a long time to gain the trust of the community concerned so  
you have to be there a long time or expensive to use a translator. 

 
  One mark for each strength correctly identified (up to a maximum of two). 
. 
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(c) Using information from Source A, describe two reasons why Redfield’s and Lewis’ 
studies might lack reliability. [4] 

 
Candidates will need to show a clear understanding of the term reliability, i.e. how far the 
methodology can be replicated exactly, leading to easy comparisons of data, showing 
patterns, trends and conclusions. This process positivists believe will lead to similar results 
being gathered. Interpretivists believe due the human nature no two people are the same 
and thus results can and will be different each time. 

 
The sources makes reference to it being impossible to replicate Redfield’s study – 
 

• different results-when Lewis attempted to replicate the study he came up with different 
results, while Redfield thought the community was ‘harmonious and happy’ Lewis felt it 
was ‘divided by envy’. 

• Time elapsed from original study-Lewis’s study was- ‘17 years later’ the community 
might have changed and was thus not comparable to Redfield’s findings i.e. difficult to 
replicate. 

• Different personalities-two researchers had different ‘personalities’ which would impact 
on their interactions with the villages. 

• Different ‘-researchers understood what they saw differently 

• Humans are not reliable due the human nature no two people are the same and thus 
results can and will be different each time 

• Case studies have no structure and can’t be repeated or directly compared 

• Positivists would argue without quantitative methods there is a lack of structure making 
comparability impossible. 

• Any other reasonable response. 
 

Band 0 
No creditworthy response. 
 
Band 1 (1–2) 
Answers at the bottom of the band will offer one reason without reference to Source A. 
Alternatively; answers may be vague or general with little sociological knowledge.  
Answers at the top end of the mark band may offer two reasons but without reference to 
Source A. 
 
Band 2 (3–4) 
To reach this band candidates must make reference to Source A. To reach the top of the 
band candidates will give two reasons with development and reference to the Source A. 
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 (d) Describe two strengths of using qualitative methods in sociological  
  research. [4] 
 
  Qualitative methods candidates might describe: 
 

• Interviews 

• Observation 

• Case study 

• Longitudinal study 

• Use of personal documents e.g. diaries 

• Use of historical documents 

• Use of media materials. 
 

Candidates may answer in the context of a qualitative method or with reference to  
qualitative method in general. 

 
  Strengths: 
 

• Provide detailed valid data 

• Qualitative interviews allow researcher to probe more deeply and gain insight 

• Enable the researcher to pursue avenues not previously thought of as there is less 
structure the researcher can be led by the person being researched 

• Observations are highly valid as subjects are seen in their natural surroundings 

• Researcher can see things from the point of view of those being researched allowing 
deeper understanding (verstehen) 

• Any other reasonable response. 
 
  One mark for each strength correctly identified (up to a maximum of two). 
 One mark for each point that is developed (up to a maximum of two). 
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 (e) Describe two strengths and two limitations of using secondary data in sociological 
research. [8] 

 
Strengths: 

 

• Inexpensive and readily available 

• May be large scale and allow generalisation (e.g. Official Statistics) 

• Practical advantage generally being quicker than primary research  

• To provide background in preparation for primary research 

• May allow comparison over time 

• Any other reasonable response. 
 

Limitations: 
 

• May not be valid 

• It may not be possible to check the validity 

• May be out of date 

• May be biased 

• May not cover what researcher wants to know 

• May not have been carried out for the researchers purpose 

• Any other reasonable response. 
 
 One mark for each strength correctly identified (up to a maximum of two) and one mark  
 for description of each strength (up to a maximum of two). 
 One mark for each limitation correctly identified (up to a maximum of two) and one mark  
 for description of each limitation (up to a maximum of two). 
 
 
 (f) Explain why quantitative data is useful for sociological research. [10] 
 
  Candidates will be expected to show a clear understanding of the nature of quantitative data.  
 
 Quantitative data: data that can be represented in numerical, tabular or graphic forms or that 

can be measured in some way. 
 
 Candidates may talk about quantitative data in general or they may use specific examples, 

e.g. official statistics in the context of the question. Candidates might usefully discuss: 
 

• It is useful to identify patterns and trends 

• It can be relatively inexpensive to collect 

• Secondary quantitative data may be readily available and cheap to access 

• It is easy to replicate and is therefore viewed as more reliable 

• Large scale data is likely to be representative 

• It makes it easy to make comparisons across time and between social groups 

• It is useful for reaching large research populations and wide geographical areas 

• Trends may suggest topics for qualitative research 

• Make it easier to make generalisations about large social groups. 

• Positivist argue that is easier to be value free and unbiased 

• Any other reasonable response. 
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 Note: Do not credit points about why quantitative data is not useful 
 

Band 0 
No creditworthy response. 
 
Band 1 (1–3) 
Answers at this level are likely to show limited understanding and be based on common 
sense or demonstrate little in the way of clear sociological knowledge or terminology, e.g. 
quantitative data is useful because it is in numbers. At the top of the band candidates may 
begin to use some appropriate knowledge or terminology. Candidates may only give one 
reason. 
 
Band 2 (4–7) 
At the bottom of the band, candidates demonstrate basic understanding of the issue and 
begin to use some appropriate knowledge and terminology. Supporting explanation may be 
weak or over simplistic, e.g. quantitative methods are useful because they allow sociologists 
to make comparisons between social groups. At the top of the band, candidates use 
appropriate knowledge and terminology but may not fully focus on the question. Candidates 
are likely to offer more than one reason e.g. quantitative research  is useful to the 
sociologists because it allows them to make comparison between social groups and it is easy 
to replicate which makes it more reliable.  
 
Band 3 (8–10) 
The candidates’ answer is fully focused on the question, e.g. there are a number of reasons 
why quantitative data is useful to sociologists, it allows for easy comparison between various 
social groups and the identification of trends which may then be used to suggest areas of 
further qualitative research, it is also easier to cover large research populations using 
quantitative methods which result in more representative data. There is evidence of good use 
of sociological terms and candidates may make reference to positivist methodology and 
understand the link between this and quantitative data. At the top of the band, candidates 
should offer a range of reasons as well as demonstrate accurate use of sociological 
concepts. 
 

 
 (g) To what extent may the researcher affect the validity of the research? [15] 
 
  Candidates will be expected to discuss researcher effect: 
 
  Researcher effect values, bias, distortion, issues of validity and choice of research  
  methods on the validity of their research. Candidates can place their answers in the  
  context of the debate between positivists (neutral and objective research) and  
  interpretivist (impossible to be unbiased). Candidates can usefully discuss: 
 
  Arguments for: 
  

• Researcher may lead the subject 

• Researcher bias 

• Misinterpretation 

• Selecting data that matches hypothesis/ ignoring data that doesn’t fit hypothesis 

• Ethnocentrisms  

• Any other reasonable response. 
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 Arguments against: 
 

• Neutral and objective research 

• Value free 

• Triangulation 

• Peer review 

• Respondents have more impact on the validity of the research than the researcher 

• Any other reasonable response. 
 

Band 0 
No creditworthy response. 
 
Band 1 (1–4) 
Answers in this band may be largely based on common sense showing limited or no 
knowledge of sociological terms or concepts. Candidates are unlikely to understand the issue 
of respondents being manipulated by researchers, e.g. if the researcher is friendly and has a 
nice personality people are more likely to answer their questions. 
 
Band 2 (5–8) 
In this band candidates will tend to offer some basic discussion of researcher affect. They 
may describe various affects and their problems. Alternatively, they may offer an answer 
which is list-like in nature but there will be no real attempt to address the issues beyond the 
personal characteristics of the researcher. At the top of the band, candidates may offer a 
description of more than one issue, e.g. the researcher may be biased and not behave in an 
objective manner and they may not have a very friendly personality so people may lie to 
them. 
 
A one-sided answer cannot score higher than 8 marks. 
 
Band 3 (9–12) 
Answers in this band will show good use of sociological language and will make some 
attempt at addressing the issue of the researchers influence on the research but this may be 
weak or focus only on either agreement or disagreement with the question. At the bottom of 
the band, candidates may provide a good range of points but there might be a lack of focus 
on the issue. At the top of the band, candidates are likely to show either strong agreement or 
disagreement with clear focus on the question but are unlikely to discuss both sides. 
 
Band 4 (13–15) 
Answers in this band will be clearly focused on the question and address the ‘extent’ of the 
researcher’s impact on the research. Candidates will offer a range of arguments both for and 
against the question but this need not be balanced. They show excellent grasp of 
sociological terms and knowledge. At the top of the band there will also be an evaluative 
conclusion, e.g. as any research involves choice and some level of human interaction 
inevitably the researcher will impact on the research but this is less important than the values 
and bias they bring to the research at the outset. A researcher’s own bias may lead them to 
misinterpret data that does not fit their hypothesis they may interpret what they see in an 
ethnocentric way which means their findings lack validity. 
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 (b) Describe two examples of customs, apart from sati. [4] 
 
 Customs: norms in a particular society that are widely accepted and are carried on over time. 
 
 Any custom is acceptable there may be wide cultural variation on this: 
 

• Use of specific colours, e.g. wearing white at a Christian wedding, black for mourning, 
wearing red at a Hindu wedding. 

• Eating specific foods for feasts and celebrations e.g. turkey at Christmas in UK 

• Ceremonial customs, e.g. father giving away the bride, having a dowry 

• Styles of dress, e.g. wearing a kimono in Japan, wearing a kilt in Scotland, wearing 
turbans 

• Any other reasonable answer. 
 

Note: Candidates who simply state ‘dress’ or ‘food’ should not be given credit. 
 
One mark for each custom identified (up to maximum of two). 
One mark for each description (up to a maximum of two). 

 
 

(c) Explain how the peer group can encourage conformity. [6] 
 

Candidates are expected to discuss the importance of the peer group as an agent of  
informal social control.  
 

 Possible responses may include: 
 

• Need to fit in/belong 

• Use of various rewards and sanctions  

• Adopting norms and values of the group 

• Ostracism/rejection/ acceptance/approval etc. 

• Any other reasonable response. 
 

Band 0 
No creditworthy response. 
 
Band 1 (1–3) 
Answers in this band will show only a limited understanding of the role of the peer group as 
an agent of social control. Responses may be short and un/under developed. At the top of 
the band, there may be a tendency towards simplistic answers, engaging with sociological 
ideas without using sociological language. Alternatively, candidates may offer a wider range 
of weak points. Answers may be placed broadly within the concept of peer group. 
 
Band 2 (4–6) 
A clear and accurate explanation showing good sociological knowledge and understanding  
of the role of the peer group as an agent of social control which is supported by relevant 
examples. Sociological terms should be expected. At the top of the band candidates will use 
sociological terms and concepts, referring to a range of factors. Candidates will address the 
role of the peer group in ensuring conformity. 
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 (d) Explain why globalisation may be seen as a threat to local cultures.  [8] 
 
 Possible evidence: 
 

• Western media domination- Hollywood films spreading American values 

• Western dominated music industry-spreading western culture and values 

• Dominance of English language spread by media, internet and social media spreading 
western norms and values 

• Western style clothing, jeans and t shirt widely adopted especially by youth  

• Homogeneous culture 

• Western food brands  

• Western designer brands 

• Western sports Football (soccer) European origin of sport 

• Global tourism dominated by western tourists caters to western tastes worldwide. 

• International news production dominated by western corporations  

• Any other reasonable response 
 
 Band 0 
 No creditworthy response. 
 
 Band 1 (1–3) 

Answers in this band will show only a limited awareness of why local cultures are seen as 
under threat. There may be some discussion of cultural differences but this may not be 
directed to the question. Responses may be short and undeveloped. Sociological terms and 
concepts are unlikely to be used. At the top of the band, candidates may offer more than one 
weak point. 
 

 Band 2 (4–6) 
Answers in this band will show basic sociological knowledge and understanding. At the 
bottom of the band, candidates are unlikely to use sociological terms and concepts 
accurately. Responses may be underdeveloped and lacking in range. Answers may focus on 
describing globalisation/global culture; this may include description of some global trends, 
organisations, without any attempt to explain why globalisation may threaten local culture, 
e.g. globalisation means that the unique culture of many countries is disappearing in favour 
of one worldwide culture. At the top of the band, candidates may be beginning to use 
sociological terms and concepts with greater accuracy. However, some aspects of the 
answer may only be partially developed. 

 
 Band 3 (7–8) 

Answers in this band will show good sociological knowledge and understanding of why 
globalisation may threaten local culture and will be well developed and explained. 
Sociological terms and concepts will be used accurately. Answers will be well focused on the 
question and there will be a range of reasons presented. At the top of the band explanations 
will be clear throughout. 
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(e) To what extent do informal sanctions have more influence on behaviour than  
 formal sanctions? [15] 
 

Candidates should show an awareness of the role of formal and informal sanctions and 
agents of social control in ensuring social conformity. Candidates will need to engage with 
discussion of the role of various formal and informal agencies of socialisation and their role in 
ensuring social conformity. Candidates might usefully consider ideas like value consensus, 
authority, ideological state apparatus and they might consider the extent to which formal 
sanctions might be ignored, e.g. laws broken because of peer pressure or because it is 
widely accepted. Candidates might also suggest that it is the rewards that are most effective 
not the sanctions. 
 
Informal agents: 
 

•  Family  

• Religious community 

• School 

• Media 

• Peers 

• Work place 
 
Formal agents: 
 

• Government 

• Police  

• Courts 

• Penal system 
 
Possible answers: 
 
For 
 

• Need to belong to group 

• Need to conform 

• Social pressure teasing, bullying, ostracism, shunning, exclusion, excommunication 

• Influence of values with in religious, peer group, family, education system 

• Effect of socialisation by informal agents of socialisation 

• Functionalist view- value consensus 

• Marxist view-ideological control, media, propaganda and hidden curriculum 

• Punishments within family, e.g. being grounded 

• Punishments within school, e.g. detentions 

• Formal agents using informal sanctions, e.g. police just giving you a ‘telling off’  

• Any other reasonable response. 
 
Against 
 

• Role of police-arrest 

• Role of courts fines, imprisonment etc. 

• Role of prison in ensuring conformity 

• Use of coercion 

• Deterrent effect of consequences of breaking law, financial, social, e.g. loss of job, 
reputation etc. 

• Any other reasonable response. 
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Band 0 
No creditworthy response. 
 
Band 1 (1–4) 
Answers in this band may be vague and largely based on common sense showing limited 
knowledge of formal and informal sanctions. Responses may be short, undeveloped and 
one-sided, e.g. formal controls are more important because people are scared of the police. 
At the bottom of the band, use of sociological terms or concepts is very unlikely. At the top of 
the band, candidates may understand what formal and informal sanctions means. 
 
Band 2 (5–8) 
In this band candidates will show some basic knowledge of the role of formal and informal 
sanctions in ensuring conformity. Alternatively, they may offer an answer which is list-like in 
nature but there will be no real attempt to address the issues raised by the question. There 
may be limited use of sociological terms or concepts. Responses may be underdeveloped 
and lack range. Answers may be simplistic and two-sided responses are unlikely. At the top 
of the band, candidates may describe types of formal and informal social control.  
 
A one-sided answer cannot score higher than 8 marks. 
 
Band 3 (9–12) 
Answers in this band will show good sociological knowledge and understanding of the impact 
of the role of formal and informal sanctions in maintaining social control. Sociological terms 
and concepts will be used with greater accuracy and/or frequency. For the most part, 
answers will be well developed, focused on the question and there will be a range of points 
presented. There will be a two-sided response but this may be unbalanced. At the bottom of 
the band, candidates may provide a narrower range of points. At the top of the band, expect 
a wider range of points and clear focus on the question, e.g. informal sanctions are very 
important in maintaining social conformity and stability, children learn norms and values from 
their parents as part of primary socialisation, if they do not conform they may face 
punishments like being grounded but if this socialisation is ineffective formal sanctions may 
be used. 
 
Band 4 (13–15) 
Answers in this band will show an excellent knowledge and understanding of the processes 
of the role of formal and informal sanctions .There will be a strong grasp of the argument as 
well as accurate and frequent use of sociological terms and concepts. Answers will be well 
developed, clearly focused on the question and discuss a wide range of points. Responses 
will be two-sided and balanced. At the bottom of the band, some attempt at a conclusion will 
be made. At the top of the band, there will be a clear attempt to offer an assessment of the 
‘To what extent…?’ part of the question through a focused conclusion, e.g. informal 
sanctions are a very important part of ensuring social order and stability but informal 
sanctions do not always ensure conformity therefore some form of coercion through formal 
agencies of social control may also be required. 
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Section C: Social inequality 
 
3 ‘Weber believed that social class is based on the economic market place…while it is possible to 

make out broad classes within which people share broadly similar life chances, there is also a 
finely graded ladder of classes based on occupations. He distinguished between market 
situation… and the work situation. An individual’s position on the ladder involves not only income 
but also their status.’ 

 
‘Cambridge IGCSE Sociology Coursebook’ Jonathan Blundell 

 
(a) What is meant by the term ‘market situation’? [2] 

 
 Market situation: The economic position of a worker/group of workers in relation to  
 others. 
 
 One mark for partial definition, e.g. If you can get a better job than someone else. 
 Two marks for clear definition, e.g. Your ability to gain better economic rewards based  
 on the levels of skills and talent. 
 

  Note: Must make reference to some economic advantage or disadvantage to be a valid 
response. 

 
 
 (b) Describe two examples of inequality, apart from social class. [4] 
 

Candidates can describe either specific examples of inequality or systems of inequality. 
 

• Gender-patriarchy, examples of legal inequality, e.g. different property ownership  
  rights, economic inequality, e.g. unequal pay etc. 

• Ethnicity-racism, segregation, examples of legal inequality, e.g. differing access to 
educational opportunity, justice system etc. 

• Age-discrimination positive or negative, e.g. not offering work to over 50s 

• Disability, e.g. limited access to facilities 

• Sexuality, e.g. homophobic discrimination 

• Apartheid-legal inequality based on ethnic origin 

• Caste-inequality based on Hindu religion  

• Slavery 

• unequal accessed to societal resources e.g. health care, education etc. 

• Any other reasonable response 
 
Note: Examples of individuals who have faced inequality are acceptable as long as they  
are placed in the sociological context. 
 
One mark for each inequality identified (up to maximum of two). 
One mark for each description (up to a maximum of two). 

  



Page 14 Mark Scheme Syllabus Paper 

 Cambridge IGCSE – May/June 2016 0495 11 
 

© Cambridge International Examinations 2016 

 (c) Explain how Marxists define social class. [6] 
 

Candidates need to demonstrate that they understand that Marx saw social class as 
determined by an individual’s relationship to the means of production but that modern 
Marxists may have a slightly broader view of factors which determine social class. 

 
Possible responses may include: 
 

• Capitalist v worker 

• Owners of means of production 

• Bourgeoisie v proletariat 

• Ascribed and achieved  

• Proletarianisation 

• Middle class disappearing 

• False class consciousness 

• Eric Ohlin Wrights three dimensions of control of economic resources 

• Any other reasonable response. 
 
 Band 0 
 No creditworthy response. 
 

Band 1 (1–3) 
Answers in this band will show only a limited understanding of the Marxist definition of social 
class. Responses may be short and un/under developed. At the top of the band, there may 
be a tendency towards simplistic answers, engaging with sociological ideas without using 
sociological language. Alternatively, candidates may offer a wider range of weak points. 
Answers may be placed broadly within the concept of Marxism. 
 
Band 2 (4–6) 
A clear and accurate explanation showing good sociological knowledge and understanding of 
the Marxist explanation of social class which is supported by relevant examples. Sociological 
terms should be expected. At the top of the band candidates will use sociological terms and 
concepts, and may refer to both contemporary and traditional Marxist explanations. 
Candidates may address the increasing difficulties of applying Marxist definitions of social 
class to contemporary society. 
 
Note: Candidates who only use traditional Marxism but do so very well can still achieve full 
marks. 
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(d) Explain why social class is not the only factor influencing a person’s status. [8] 
 

Candidates should show awareness that status is determined by more than just wealth and 
relationship to the means of production. Candidates may engage with Weberian theory in 
response to this question. 
 
Candidates should be aware that status is determined by more than just an individual’s social 
class position and the answer may in fact depend on how social class is defined. 
 
Possible answers: 
 

• Status linked to ascribed factors 

• Status linked to hereditary positions and titles, e.g. Prince 

• Status can come from your occupation and the authority of your role e.g. head  
teacher,  

• Status may come from social characteristics, age, gender ethnicity, e.g. elders,  
patriarch, matriarch etc. 

• Status based on religious authority, e.g. priest, witch doctors etc. 

• Achieved v ascribed status 

• Market situation 

• Social class is often measured economically ignoring other factors 

• People with status may have low social class position because their status comes  
from other social characteristics, age, gender ethnicity, e.g. elders, patriarch,  
matriarch etc. 

• Status can be based on authority which can come from a religious or inherited  
Position, e.g. priest, witch doctors etc. 

• Status from ownership of desirable consumer goods in consumer society, e.g.  
latest iPhone 

• Other reasonable responses 
 
Band 0 
No creditworthy response. 
 
Band 1 (1–3) 
Answers in this band will show only a limited awareness of factors that impact on an 
individual’s status. Responses may be short and undeveloped. Sociological terms and 
concepts are unlikely to be used. At the bottom of the band, expect one weak point. At the 
top of the band, candidates may offer more than one weak point. 

 
Band 2 (4–6) 
Answers in this band will show basic sociological knowledge and understanding. Responses 
may be underdeveloped and lacking in range. At the bottom of the band, candidates are 
unlikely to use sociological terms and concepts accurately, e.g. a person may have status 
even if they are not rich because people look up to them, someone like a priest may have 
status even though they are not rich. At the top of the band, candidates may be beginning to 
use sociological terms and concepts with greater accuracy. However, some aspects of the 
answer may only be partially developed. 

 
Band 3 (7–8) 
Answers in this band will show good sociological knowledge and understanding of why status 
is important in determining an individual’s social position. Sociological terms and concepts 
will be used accurately. Answers will be well focused on the question and there will be a 
range of reasons presented. At the top of the band explanations will be clear throughout. 
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(e) To what extent has social class changed in modern industrial societies? [15] 
 

Candidates are likely to engage with Marxist and Weberian theories in response to this 
question and may look at a variety of models/definitions of social class, including Register 
Generals scale, to support their argument. They are likely to consider that classical Marxism 
does not ‘see’ a middle class’ and to discuss concepts like embourgeoisement and 
proletarianisation. 
 
Note: Candidates must make reference to MIS  
 
Possible answer for: 
 

• Social class is less relevant today, other social characteristics like age, gender and 
ethnicity are more important than class 

• Embourgeoisement has occurred, e.g. growth of service sector jobs decline of  
traditional working class jobs means ‘we are all middle class now’ 

• Proletarianisation has occurred, i.e. middle class have become deskilled and lost  
market situation 

• Levels of education and qualification have changed literate class/intelligentsia is  
Broader, e.g. more people go to university 

• New working class, i.e. merger between old working class and lower middle class 

• Growing underclass 

• Any other reasonable response 
 
Possible answers against: 
 

• Marxist view ultimately always maintains that class divisions continue to exist as 
ownership of means of production is still focused in the hands of a few 

• People with equal income may not have equal fringe benefits – embourgeoisement 
hasn’t happened 

• Measuring an individual’s class by their occupation ignores individuals family 
background and the access to status and resources that might give- ascribed status  
still important so traditional divisions persist 

• Classifications differ on where to put the middle class and who belongs in it-changes  
are only in how to measure class 

• Classifications don’t consider men and women separately, i.e. not changed still  
gender blind 

• Any other reasonable response 
 

Band 0 
No creditworthy response. 
 
Band 1 (1–4) 
Answers in this band may be vague and largely based on common sense showing limited 
knowledge of the question. Responses may be short, undeveloped and one-sided e.g. Social 
class hasn’t changed there are still rich and poor. At the bottom of the band, use of 
sociological terms or concepts is very unlikely. At the top of the band, candidates may 
understand that there has or hasn’t been change, e.g. Marxist only think there are two class 
and that hasn’t change. 

 
Band 2 (5–8) 
In this band candidates will show some basic knowledge of the changes in social class 
structure in MIS. Alternatively, they may offer an answer which is list-like in nature but there 
will be no real attempt to address the question. There may be limited use of sociological 
terms or concepts. Responses may be underdeveloped and lack range.  
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Answers may be simplistic and two-sided responses are unlikely. At the top of the band, 
candidates may describe changes, e.g. The Marxist believe there are only two social classes 
the bourgeoisie who own the means of production and the proletariat who sell their labour 
and this has not changed 
 
A one-sided answer cannot score higher than 8 marks. 
 
Band 3 (9–12) 
Answers in this band will show good sociological knowledge and understanding of debate 
about how social class has/hasn’t changed in MIS. Sociological terms and concepts will be 
used with greater accuracy and/or frequency. For the most part, answers will be well 
developed, focused on the question and there will be a range of points presented. There will 
be a two-sided response but this may be unbalanced. At the bottom of the band, candidates 
may provide a narrower range of points. At the top of the band, expect a wider range of 
points and clear focus on the question. 
 
Band 4 (13–15) 
Answers in this band will show an excellent knowledge and understanding of the debate 
about how social class has changed. There will be a strong grasp of the argument as well as 
accurate and frequent use of sociological terms and concepts. Answers will be well 
developed, clearly focused on the question and discuss a wide range of points. Responses 
will be two-sided and balanced. At the bottom of the band, some attempt at a conclusion will 
be made. At the top of the band, there will be a clear attempt to offer an assessment of the 
‘To what extent…?’ part of the question through a focused conclusion, e.g. whilst there are 
many apparent changes to the social class structure resulting from economic change to 
some extent how sociologists interpret these changes can be attributed to how they choose 
to define the various social classes. 


