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Answer three questions, each from a different section.

Section A: Families and Households

1 (a) Describe, with examples from the family, what is meant by life cycle. [9]

(b) Evaluate the extent to which the state may influence family life. [16]

2 (a) Describe, with examples, how the status of children has changed in families over the last
100 years. [9]

(b) Evaluate the view that in modern industrial societies there is equality between all family
members. [16]

Section B: Education

3 (a) Describe, with examples, inequalities that may exist within schools. [9]

(b) Evaluate the extent to which factors outside school influence educational achievement. [16]

4 (a) Describe, with examples, the nature of the hidden curriculum. [9]

(b) Evaluate the extent to which pupil attitudes may affect the outcome of their education. [16]

Section C: Religion

5 (a) Describe the ways in which ethnicity may influence patterns of worship. [9]

(b) Assess the extent to which religious practices are shaped by economic factors. [16]

6 (a) Describe, with examples, the differences between sects, denominations and churches. [9]

(b) Assess the extent to which religion continues to influence societies today. [16]

Section D: Crime and Deviance

7 (a) Describe, with examples, the ways in which some behaviour is labelled as deviant. [9]

(b) ‘High levels of crime among some groups in society can be explained in terms of deviancy
amplification.’ Evaluate this view. [16]

8 (a) Describe, with examples, the differences between sociological and biological theories of
deviance. [9]

(b) Evaluate the view that crime is a result of the activities of law enforcement agents. [16]
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Section E: Work and Leisure

9 (a) Describe, with examples, the consequences of ageism in work. [9]

(b) Assess the consequences for employment of a global economy. [16]

10 (a) Describe, with examples, the meaning of professionalisation. [9]

(b) Assess the usefulness of the concept of social closure in explaining the privileges enjoyed by
professional groups. [16]

Section F: Mass Media

11 (a) Describe how patterns of ownership of the mass media have changed in the last 100 years.
[9]

(b) Evaluate pluralist theories of the role of the mass media in modern industrial societies. [16]

12 (a) Describe the ways in which different audiences may use the mass media. [9]

(b) Evaluate the view that the mass media is a major source of ideological control in modern
industrial societies. [16]
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