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Section A: Family

1 The functions performed by families have changed as societies have modernised.

 (a) What is meant by the term functions? [2]

 (b) Describe two functions that families perform in traditional societies. [4]

 (c) How have family functions changed as societies have modernised? [6]

 (d) To what extent is the family in decline in modern industrial societies? [8]

2 Over the last century there has been a sharp rise in the divorce rate in most industrial societies. 
However, divorce is not the only form of marital breakdown.

 (a) What is meant by divorce? [2]

 (b) Describe two other forms of marital breakdown. [4]

 (c) Why are divorce rates rising rapidly in most industrial societies? [6]

 (d) What are the effects on society of a high divorce rate? [8]

Section B: Education

3 Schools play a major role in the socialisation process and this occurs mainly through the hidden 
curriculum. Bowles and Gintis argue that schools are important in preparing young people to be 
hard working and obedient members of the workforce.

 (a) What is meant by the term hidden curriculum? [2]

 (b) Describe two examples of how schools may reinforce gender roles. [4]

 (c) What is the role of the ‘self-fulfilling prophecy’ in relation to educational achievement? [6]

 (d) To what extent do schools prepare young people to be obedient members of the workforce?
 [8]



3

© UCLES 2006

4 Some groups benefit more than others from the formal education system in modern industrial 
societies.

 (a) What is meant by the term formal education? [2]

 (b) Describe two ways in which formal education may improve a person’s chances of being 
successful in society. [4]

 (c) What problems do children from poor families have to overcome in order to be successful at 
school? [6]

 (d) How far do compensatory education programmes improve the opportunities of children from 
poor families? [8]

Section C: Crime, Deviance and Social Control

5 The existence of the ‘dark figure’ means that official crime statistics fail to provide a complete 
record of the amount of crime that is committed in society.

 (a) What is meant by the term dark figure? [2]

 (b) Describe two reasons why some crimes are never reported to the police. [4]

 (c) Why might certain types of crime receive more attention from the police than other types of 
crime? [6]

 (d) How far are victim studies and self-report studies more reliable than the official statistics in 
measuring the amount of crime? [8]

6 Police records suggest that it is mainly working class young men living in the inner city who become 
involved in juvenile delinquency.

 (a) What is meant by the term juvenile delinquency? [2]

 (b) Describe two reasons why young women appear to commit fewer crimes than young men.
 [4]

 (c) Why does so much crime appear to be committed in inner city areas? [6]

 (d) How far can the high incidence of crime among young working class men be explained in 
terms of the actions of the police? [8]
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Section D: Mass Media

7 News reporting may contain bias and distortion. It may also give undue attention to the ‘official’ 
view of events.

 (a) What is meant by the term bias? [2]

 (b) Describe two examples of how news reporting may fail to provide an accurate view of 
events. [4]

 (c)  What processes in the gathering and editing of news might lead to distortion in the reporting 
of events? [6]

 (d) How far do the mass media serve the interests of powerful individuals and social groups? [8]

8 The mass media are a strong influence on the lifestyles of individuals and groups in modern industrial 
societies. Film stars and other celebrities take part in advertisements. These advertisements make 
an important contribution to influencing lifestyles.

 (a) What is meant by the term lifestyle? [2]

 (b) Describe two examples of how advertising may influence people’s behaviour. [4]

 (c) Why are celebrities often used to promote products in advertisements? [6]

 (d) How far do the mass media reinforce gender divisions in modern industrial societies? [8]
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