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READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST 

 

If you have been given an Answer Booklet, follow the instructions on the front cover of the Booklet. 

Write your Centre number, candidate number and name on all the work you hand in. 

Write in dark blue or black pen. 

Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid. 

 

Answer two questions: Question 1 (Section 1) and one question from Section 2. 

Dictionaries are not permitted. 

 

At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together. 

All questions in this paper carry equal marks. 
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Section 1: Directed Writing 
 
 
1 Some towns run activity days for local children during the school holidays. These offer organised 

activities during the day and the children return home in the evening. Often teenagers get 
temporary jobs helping on these activity days. 

 
 A company has decided to set up activity days for local children in your town during the long 

school holiday. They are advertising for teenagers to work as junior leaders, to help with the 
children and activities. Anyone interested must apply in writing. 

 
 Write the letter you would send to the organisers to persuade them that you would be a 

suitable junior leader. 
 
 In your letter you should: 
 

• Explain what you believe a junior leader’s role to be. 

• Persuade the organisers that you have the necessary skills and qualities to make a good 
junior leader. 

 
 Base your writing on the ideas found in the promotional leaflet opposite. You may include details 

and opinions to make the letter more convincing, but these must be related to the leaflet 
provided. 

 
 You should write between 1 ½ and 2 sides, allowing for the size of your handwriting.  
 
 Begin as follows: 
 
  Dear Organisers 
 
  I would like to apply for the position of junior leader during the activity days you are providing. 
 
 
 Up to 10 marks will be given for the content of your answer, and up to 15 marks for the 

quality of your writing. 
 



3 

© UCLES 2007 0500/03/O/N/07 [Turn over 

HOLIDAY FUN FOR 

EVERYONE!

Are  your childre n bore d?

Are  the y missing the ir frie nds?

Are  you worrie d that the y 

ne ve r ge t any e xe rcise ?

Le t the m c o me  to  o ur a c tivity 

d a ys a nd  the y’ ll ha ve  no  mo re  

to  c o mpla in a b o ut.

We  o ffe r a  full d a y a c tivity 

pro g ra mme  sta rting  a t 07.30 

a nd  finishing  a t 18.00.

Whe re  a re  the  a c tivitie s?

We  b a se  o ur a c tivity d a ys a t a  

lo c a l Hig h Sc ho o l, using  a ll the  

fa c ilitie s, ind o o r a nd  o ut. Da y 

trips a re  a lso  a rra ng e d  to  

p la c e s o f inte re st.

Wha t c a n my c hild do 

the re ?

Child re n c a n c ho o se  b e twe e n 

fo ur type s o f a c tivity:

• Art a nd  Cra ft

• Spo rt

• Music

• Ad ve nture

In a d d itio n we  o ffe r swimming  

d a ily a nd  a  ‘ c hill o ut’  se ssio n 

(q uizze s, vid e o s a nd  

re la xa tio n).

Wha t a bout food a nd 

drink?

Bre a kfa st a nd  lunc h a re  

inc lud e d . We  a lso  o ffe r 

unlimite d  he a lthy d rinks a nd  

sna c ks.

Will the y be  ha ppy?

We  d ivid e  c hild re n into  thre e  

g ro ups: 6-8, 9-11 a nd  12-13 

ye a r o ld s, to  e nsure  a ll 

a c tivitie s a re  just rig ht fo r the ir 

a g e  a nd  a b ility le ve l.

Ea c h g ro up  is le d  b y a  

q ua lifie d  a d ult sta ff me mb e r 

a ssiste d  b y a  numb e r o f junio r 

le a d e rs fro m the  lo c a l 

c o mmunity. The se  yo ung  

a d ults a re  ha nd -p ic ke d  to  

e nsure  tha t yo ur d a ug hte r o r 

so n ha s the  b e st po ssib le  time  

with us.

Just lo o k a t wha t pa st 

pa rtic ipa nts ha ve  ha d  to  sa y:

“I first c ame  o n o ne  o f the se  

days two  ye ars ago . I was shy 

at first but quic kly me t o the rs 

thanks to  my junio r le ade r, 

Ash, who  intro duc e d me  to  

e ve ryo ne .”

Ka tja  (8)

“I lo ve d the  adve nture  stuff. I 

we nt abse iling  and c ano e ing . 

The re  we re  two  o lde r bo ys 

he lping  with the  g ro up and 

the y bo th be lo nge d to  a lo c al 

c limbing  c lub  so  the y he lpe d 

me  a lo t, e xplaining  what the  

instruc to rs said and ke e ping  

me  go ing  whe n I was a b it 

ne rvo us.”

Sa m (12)

“I made  a je we lle ry bo x in a 

c raft se ssio n. I’ d ne ve r e ve n 

pic ke d up a hamme r be fo re  

but Saskia, o ur junio r le ade r, 

said that she ’ d have  a go  so  I 

tho ught I wo uld to o . It to o k 

me  age s, but I did it.”

Suza nna h (10)

“My favo urite  part o f c amp 

was the  music . Mital, o ur 

yo ung  le ade r, c o uld play the  

guitar and he  sugge ste d we  

fo rm a ro c k band. We  playe d 

in o ne  o f the  ‘ c hill o ut’  se ssio ns 

and e ve ryo ne  lo ve d it!”

Krissto f (11)

“Eve ry day e ac h gro up did 

diffe re nt dutie s like  c amp 

c le an up and c o o king . I like d 

making  lunc h be c ause  we  

go t to  have  se c o nd he lpings. 

Our junio r le ade r was firm 

but he  sho we d us ho w to  

make  swe e t and so ur 

sandwic he s whic h we re  a 

b it o dd!”

De e pa k (9)

Will the y be  sa fe ?

All o ur sta ff a re  se c urity 

c he c ke d  a nd  ha ve  b e e n 

thro ug h a  rig o ro us se le c tio n 

pro c e d ure .

All sta ff a ssisting  with wa te r 

spo rts must ha ve  a  swimming  

q ua lific a tio n a nd / o r a  

life -sa ving  c e rtific a te .

All sta ff a ssisting  with spo rting  

a c tivitie s ha ve  ha d  a t le a st 

two  ye a rs’  e xpe rie nc e  in the  

spo rt a nd  ha ve  a tte nd e d  a  

spe c ia l tra ining  d a y prio r to  

the  sta rt o f the  pro g ra mme .

So wha t do I ha ve  to  do?

Just d ro p  yo ur c hild re n o ff a t 

the  sc ho o l fro m 07.15 a nd  

c o lle c t the m a g a in a t 18.00.

All b o o king  d e ta ils c a n b e  

o b ta ine d  fro m o ur he lp  line : 

012-345-678 o r visit the  sc ho o l 

o ffic e .
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Section 2: Composition 
 
 
Write about 350-450 words on one of the following: 
 
Argumentative/discursive writing 
 
2 (a) ‘If you make your living by being a public figure such as a film star or musician, then you are 

public property and cannot expect privacy.’ Do you agree? [25] 
 
 OR 
 
 (b) ‘The main function of a school should be to prepare students for life, not further study.’ What 

do you think? [25] 
 
Descriptive writing 
 
3 (a) Children often keep a box of special things. Describe the contents of such a ‘treasure box’. 
    [25] 
 
 OR 
 
 (b) You walk into a room and there is an atmosphere of anger and embarrassment. Describe the 

scene, paying particular attention to the ways in which the atmosphere is made obvious to 
you.  [25] 

 
 
Narrative writing 
 
4 (a) ‘The Rescue’. Write a story in which a rescue plays a central part. [25] 
 
 OR 
 
 (b) The central character in a story realises that s/he has lost something vital. Write the next part 

of the story in which a sense of panic is built up. [25] 
 

 


