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As part of CIE’s continual commitment to maintaining best practice in assessment, CIE uses 
different variants of some question papers for our most popular assessments with large and 
widespread candidature. The question papers are closely related and the relationships between 
them have been thoroughly established using our assessment expertise.  All versions of the 
paper give assessment of equal standard.  
 
The content assessed by the examination papers and the type of questions is unchanged. 
 
This change means that for this component there are now two variant Question Papers, Mark 
Schemes and Principal Examiner’s Reports where previously there was only one.  For any 
individual country, it is intended that only one variant is used.  This document contains both 
variants which will give all Centres access to even more past examination material than is usually 
the case.   
 
The diagram shows the relationship between the Question Papers, Mark Schemes and Principal 
Examiners’ Reports that are available. 
 
 
Question Paper 
 

 Mark Scheme  Principal Examiner’s 
Report 

Introduction  
 

 Introduction   Introduction  

First variant Question Paper 
 

 First variant Mark Scheme  First variant Principal 
Examiner’s Report 
 

Second variant Question 
Paper 

 Second variant Mark 
Scheme 
 

 Second variant Principal 
Examiner’s Report 
 

 
Who can I contact for further information on these changes? 
Please direct any questions about this to CIE’s Customer Services team at: 
international@cie.org.uk  
 
  
 
 
 
The titles for the variant items should correspond with the table above, so that at the top of the 
first page of the relevant part of the document and on the header, it has the words: 
 

• First variant Question Paper / Mark Scheme / Principal Examiner’s Report  
 

or  
 

• Second variant Question Paper / Mark Scheme / Principal Examiner’s Report   
 

as appropriate. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL EXAMINATIONS 
International General Certificate of Secondary Education 

  
 

FIRST LANGUAGE ENGLISH 0500/31 
 

Paper 3  Directed Writing and Composition May/June 2009 
 

 2 hours 
 

Additional Materials: Answer Booklet/Paper 

  
 

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST 

 

If you have been given an Answer Booklet, follow the instructions on the front cover of the Booklet. 

Write your Centre number, candidate number and name on all the work you hand in. 

Write in dark blue or black pen. 

Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid. 

 

Answer two questions: Question 1 (Section 1) and one question from Section 2. 

Dictionaries are not permitted. 

 

At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together. 

All questions in this paper carry equal marks. 

 

 

First Variant Question Paper
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Section 1: Directed Writing 
 
 
1 You are a Headteacher and have received the publicity flyer printed opposite from the Green 

Team Challenge management (GTC). You have decided that your school will nominate a student 
for the challenge, and you have received three recommendations, following a vote by the whole 
school. 

 
 Imagine you hold a meeting with your Deputy Headteacher to decide which one of the three 

candidates to nominate. 
 
 Write the dialogue between yourself and your Deputy Headteacher. 
 
 In your conversation you should: 
 

• Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of each of the finalists 

• Explain the reasons for your final choice 
 
 
 Base your writing on the ideas found in the publicity flyer and the information about finalists on 

the opposite page. 
 
 
 Begin your conversation as follows: 
 
 Headteacher: Let’s consider what these students have said. I must let the GTC know today 

which finalist we have chosen. 
 
 
 You should write between 1½ and 2 sides, allowing for the size of your handwriting. 
 
 
 Up to 10 marks are available for the content of your answer and up to 15 marks for the 

quality of your writing. 
    [25] 
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Gre e n  Te am  Challe n ge

Good news! Your school has the opportunity to recommend one lucky 
senior pupil to take part in our exciting new venture: Green Team 
Challenge. The challenge is to set up an education and visitors’ centre in 

an environmentally unique area of rainforest.

We are looking for the most courageous, intelligent and adaptable sixteen to eighteen-year-old 
from your school. He or she will need to be physically fit and ready to take part in the types of 
challenge facing the team as they live and work together for twelve weeks.

After a week’s preparation on how to fish for food, keep fires alight, cook a meal, manage first 
aid, plus basic construction and team-building, they’ll also learn what is and isn’t safe in the 
rainforest. They need to be able to absorb all the information we give them, solve problems and 
cope with the everyday conditions of their new environment. Although the rainforest is hot, it is 
also tropical, which means storms, heavy rain and long days when, as a group, they will need to 
get on and communicate well in order to avoid conflict, hazards and even boredom!

Choose well for your candidate to have the chance of being selected as one of the 20 lucky 
members of the Green Team. This is a unique opportunity for your most suitable student to have 
a life-changing experience and to act as an ambassador for your school. You have exactly one 
week to inform us of your choice.

GTC management
 

 

Marissa

I am a  to p c andidate . No t o nly do  I e xe rc ise  and run da ily – I’ m in tra ining  fo r the        

1500 me tre s whic h is a  te st o f e nduranc e  and spe e d – but I’ m a lso  g o o d with wo rds. I’ m 

o n the  de bating  te am and I am ve ry c o nvinc ing  whe n I want to  be ! I’ m c le ve r to o  as 

I’ ve  do ne  we ll in my e xams, e spe c ia lly b io lo g y. I c an liste n we ll and I he lp  sto p 

arg ume nts o c c urring  by so lving  o the rs’  pro b le ms. Okay, it’ s true  that I do n’ t like  bug s and snake s, 

but I c an de a l with the m. I’ m g o o d a t c ano e ing  and lo ve  be ing  o utdo o rs. I’ m pro ud o f my sc ho o l 

and want to  re pre se nt it in a  po sitive  way.

Kim

Thanks fo r a ll yo ur suppo rt o ut the re . I’ d  like  to  think I’ m an a ll ro und ac hie ve r: I ke e p fit 

by playing  fo o tba ll and c yc ling  e ve rywhe re . I’ ve  just c o mple te d my life saving  badg e s 

in swimming  and I g o  ro c k c limbing  during  my spare  time . I’ m a  ke e n inve nto r and wo n 

a  prize  a t the  Natio na l Sc ie nc e  Fa ir re c e ntly. I g e t o n we ll with o the rs and have  be e n 

part o f the  Stude nt Co unse lling  Se rvic e  fo r o ve r a  ye ar. I’ m the  e lde st in o ur ho use . Ac tua lly I’ m the  

o ne  in c harg e  o f a ll the  re c yc ling , and bo th the se  fac to rs make  me  re spo nsib le , be lie ve  me . I’ m a  

ste ady pe rso n who  like s wo rking  with o the rs, making  ne w frie nds and o ve rc o ming  any o bstac le s I 

c o me  ac ro ss a lo ng  the  way.

Didie r

This isn’ t a  c ha lle ng e  fo r we akling s so  do n’ t c ho o se  o ne ! Inste ad take  a  lo o k a t my 

musc le s. I’ ve  be e n bo dy build ing  sinc e  I was twe lve  and have  wo n te n c o mpe titio ns so  

fa r. I’ m a lso  g re at a t map re ading  so  I wo n’ t g e t lo st, e ve n if the  o the r te am me mbe rs 

want me  to ! Whe n I was yo ung e r I was in an ac tivity g ro up fo r bo ys and we  le arne d 

ho w to  lig ht fire s, swim in rive rs and fish fo r o ur suppe r. I’ m use d to  manag ing  o ur fo o tba ll te am; no w 

that ne e ds so me  to ug h ne g o tia ting  skills a t time s. I’ m a lso  pre tty handy with a  hamme r and I he lpe d 

my dad build  o ur g arde n she d.

The three finalists
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Section 2: Composition 
 
 
Write about 350 – 450 words on one of the following: 
 
 
Argumentative/discursive writing 
 
2 (a) ‘Peer pressure makes teenagers feel they have to buy the latest technology and fashionable 

clothes.’ What are your views on this statement? [25] 
 
 OR 
 
 (b) ‘Graffiti: art or crime?’ What are your opinions on graffiti and the people who create them? 

  [25] 
 
 
Descriptive writing 
 
3 (a) Describe a time and place, real or imaginary, when you felt trapped. Concentrate on your 

surroundings and your feelings at the time. [25] 
 
 OR 
 
 (b) You come across a group of people eating and speaking together around a table. Describe 

how they reveal their personalities, relationships and emotions. [25] 
 
 
Narrative writing 
 
4 (a) ‘As they looked in the mirror they were amazed to find two completely different people 

smiling back at them.’ Use this sentence as the beginning of a story. [25] 
 
 OR 
 
 (b) Write a story in which the central theme is flying. [25] 
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UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL EXAMINATIONS 
International General Certificate of Secondary Education 

  
 

FIRST LANGUAGE ENGLISH 0500/32 
 

Paper 3  Directed Writing and Composition May/June 2009 
 

 2 hours 
 

Additional Materials: Answer Booklet/Paper 

  
 

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST 

 

If you have been given an Answer Booklet, follow the instructions on the front cover of the Booklet. 

Write your Centre number, candidate number and name on all the work you hand in. 

Write in dark blue or black pen. 

Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid. 

 

Answer two questions: Question 1 (Section 1) and one question from Section 2. 

Dictionaries are not permitted. 

 

At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together. 

All questions in this paper carry equal marks. 

 

 

Second Variant Question Paper
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Section 1: Directed Writing 
 
 
1 You are a Headteacher and have received the publicity flyer printed opposite from the Green 

Team Challenge management (GTC). You have decided that your school will nominate a student 
for the challenge, and you have received three recommendations, following a vote by the whole 
school. 

 
 Imagine you hold a meeting with your Deputy Headteacher to decide which one of the three 

candidates to nominate. 
 
 Write the dialogue between yourself and your Deputy Headteacher. 
 
 In your conversation you should: 
 

• Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of each of the finalists 

• Explain the reasons for your final choice 
 
 
 Base your writing on the ideas found in the publicity flyer and the information about finalists on 

the opposite page. 
 
 
 Begin your conversation as follows: 
 
 Headteacher: Let’s consider what these students have said. I must let the GTC know today 

which finalist we have chosen. 
 
 
 You should write between 1½ and 2 sides, allowing for the size of your handwriting. 
 
 
 Up to 10 marks are available for the content of your answer and up to 15 marks for the 

quality of your writing. 
    [25] 
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Gre e n  Te am  Challe n ge

Good news! Your school has the opportunity to recommend one lucky 
senior pupil to take part in our exciting new venture: Green Team 
Challenge. The challenge is to set up an education and visitors’ centre in 

an environmentally unique area of rainforest.

We are looking for the most courageous, intelligent and adaptable sixteen to eighteen-year-old 
from your school. He or she will need to be physically fit and ready to take part in the types of 
challenge facing the team as they live and work together for twelve weeks.

After a week’s preparation on how to fish for food, keep fires alight, cook a meal, manage first 
aid, plus basic construction and team-building, they’ll also learn what is and isn’t safe in the 
rainforest. They need to be able to absorb all the information we give them, solve problems and 
cope with the everyday conditions of their new environment. Although the rainforest is hot, it is 
also tropical, which means storms, heavy rain and long days when, as a group, they will need to 
get on and communicate well in order to avoid conflict, hazards and even boredom!

Choose well for your candidate to have the chance of being selected as one of the 20 lucky 
members of the Green Team. This is a unique opportunity for your most suitable student to have 
a life-changing experience and to act as an ambassador for your school. You have exactly one 
week to inform us of your choice.

GTC management
 

 

Marissa

I am a  to p c andidate . No t o nly do  I e xe rc ise  and run da ily – I’ m in tra ining  fo r the        

1500 me tre s whic h is a  te st o f e nduranc e  and spe e d – but I’ m a lso  g o o d with wo rds. I’ m 

o n the  de bating  te am and I am ve ry c o nvinc ing  whe n I want to  be ! I’ m c le ve r to o  as 

I’ ve  do ne  we ll in my e xams, e spe c ia lly b io lo g y. I c an liste n we ll and I he lp  sto p 

arg ume nts o c c urring  by so lving  o the rs’  pro b le ms. Okay, it’ s true  that I do n’ t like  bug s and snake s, 

but I c an de a l with the m. I’ m g o o d a t c ano e ing  and lo ve  be ing  o utdo o rs. I’ m pro ud o f my sc ho o l 

and want to  re pre se nt it in a  po sitive  way.

Kim

Thanks fo r a ll yo ur suppo rt o ut the re . I’ d  like  to  think I’ m an a ll ro und ac hie ve r: I ke e p fit 

by playing  fo o tba ll and c yc ling  e ve rywhe re . I’ ve  just c o mple te d my life saving  badg e s 

in swimming  and I g o  ro c k c limbing  during  my spare  time . I’ m a  ke e n inve nto r and wo n 

a  prize  a t the  Natio na l Sc ie nc e  Fa ir re c e ntly. I g e t o n we ll with o the rs and have  be e n 

part o f the  Stude nt Co unse lling  Se rvic e  fo r o ve r a  ye ar. I’ m the  e lde st in o ur ho use . Ac tua lly I’ m the  

o ne  in c harg e  o f a ll the  re c yc ling , and bo th the se  fac to rs make  me  re spo nsib le , be lie ve  me . I’ m a  

ste ady pe rso n who  like s wo rking  with o the rs, making  ne w frie nds and o ve rc o ming  any o bstac le s I 

c o me  ac ro ss a lo ng  the  way.

Didie r

This isn’ t a  c ha lle ng e  fo r we akling s so  do n’ t c ho o se  o ne ! Inste ad take  a  lo o k a t my 

musc le s. I’ ve  be e n bo dy build ing  sinc e  I was twe lve  and have  wo n te n c o mpe titio ns so  

fa r. I’ m a lso  g re at a t map re ading  so  I wo n’ t g e t lo st, e ve n if the  o the r te am me mbe rs 

want me  to ! Whe n I was yo ung e r I was in an ac tivity g ro up fo r bo ys and we  le arne d 

ho w to  lig ht fire s, swim in rive rs and fish fo r o ur suppe r. I’ m use d to  manag ing  o ur fo o tba ll te am; no w 

that ne e ds so me  to ug h ne g o tia ting  skills a t time s. I’ m a lso  pre tty handy with a  hamme r and I he lpe d 

my dad build  o ur g arde n she d.

The three finalists
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Section 2: Composition 
 
 
 Write about 350 – 450 words on one of the following: 
 
 
 Argumentative/discursive writing 
 
2 (a) ‘It is the best of times and the worst of times’. Using this quotation as your starting point, write 

an essay discussing what you feel are the best and the worst parts of your life as a teenager. 
  [25] 

 
 OR 
 
 (b) Do heroes still exist? Who do you think could still earn the title of ‘Hero’ or ‘Heroine’ in the 

present day? You may consider more than one example, but must explain why you believe 
the title is deserved. [25] 

 
 
 Descriptive writing 
 
3 (a) ‘The Performer’. Describe a performer or entertainer who amazed you or held your interest. 

 . [25] 
 
 OR 
 
 (b) ‘Time capsule discovered in local field.’ Describe the contents of this sealed box of secrets 

from the past. [25] 
 
 
 Narrative writing 
 
4 (a) You come across an advertisement in the local paper – ‘Unwanted gift. Extremely large hot 

air balloon for sale, reasonable price. Call 87145 after 9pm on Monday’. Write a story based 
on these details. [25] 

 
 OR 
 
 (b) ‘The Uninvited Guest’. Write a story of suspense in which this title is central to the plot. [25] 
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