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Read carefully the passage The Wild Side of the Solomon Islands in the Reading Booklet Insert 
and then answer all the questions on this Question Paper.

Question 1

 (a)  From paragraph one (We rise…) give two details about the writer’s state of mind. 

•  ................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

•  ................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2] 

 (b)  From paragraph one (We rise…) to paragraph two (…unexpected treasures), give two details 
about Tetepare’s location. 

•  ................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

•  ................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2] 

 (c)  How did the Solomon Islands get their name (paragraph three: How fitting…)? 

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [1]

 (d)  Explain, using your own words, why the writer believes the ecosystems of the Solomons 
are so special (paragraph 4: The Solomon Islands’ real…). 

 
 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]
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 (e)  From paragraph five (The jumping-off point…) give one fact the writer provides about Fatboys 
and one opinion he has of the resort. 

Fact:  .......................................................................................................................................... 
  

 .............................................................................................................................................. [1]

Opinion:  ....................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [1]

 (f)  Explain, using your own words, what the TDA did in the 1980s and what the TDA does now  
(paragraph seven: Leaving the dolphins…).

The 1980s:  .......................................................................................................................... [1]

Now: ..................................................................................................................................... [1]
 
 (g)  Explain, using your own words, what the writer means by the words in italics in the following 

phrases: 

  (i) ‘both terrestrial and marine’ (line 17)

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]
 
  (ii)  ‘a mosaic of volcanic islands fringed by coral reefs’ (lines 21–22)

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]

  (iii)  ‘the abundance of creatures that thrive there’ (line 30)

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]
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 (h)  Re-read paragraph two (Even though…), paragraph five (The jumping-off point…) and 
paragraph seven (Leaving the dolphins…). 

  The writer uses the following phrases to describe the scenery and atmosphere of the islands. 

  Choose three of the phrases and explain how each one of them helps you to gain an 
impression of their atmosphere: 

  • ‘the Solomons today are a sleepy backwater’ (line 9) 
   •  ‘an unremarkable stretch of concrete shop fronts and offices with a lively fish market’ 

(line 25)
  • ‘has a castaway feel to it’ (line 27)
  • ‘etched in sharp relief against a pale blue sky’ (lines 34–35). 

Phrase: ................................................................................................. 

Explanation:  ..............................................................................................................................

 ................................................................................................................................................... 

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

Phrase: ................................................................................................. 

Explanation:  ..............................................................................................................................

 ................................................................................................................................................... 

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

Phrase: ................................................................................................. 

Explanation:  ..............................................................................................................................

 ................................................................................................................................................... 

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]
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 (i) Re-read paragraph five (The jumping-off point…) to the end of the passage. 

   Write a summary of what you learn about the features of Tetepare.

   Write a paragraph of about 50–70 words.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [7]

[Total: 30]

Turn over for Question 2.
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Question 2

Imagine that you are a journalist for a national newspaper. 

Write the words of an interview that you had with Allen Bero, a guide on the Solomons working for 
the TDA. 

You ask the following three questions only:

 • What are the benefits of living in the Solomons?
 • What are the challenges of living there?
 • How do you think the area will develop in the next few years?

Begin your interview with the first question.

Interviewer: What are the benefits of living in the Solomons?

Bero: Where do I begin? There are so many... .

You should base your ideas on what you have read in the passage, but do not copy from it. Address 
each of the three bullet points.

Write between 1 and 1½ sides, allowing for the size of your handwriting.

Up to 10 marks are available for the content of your answer, and up to 10 marks for the quality 
of your writing.
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